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ADVENTURES: 


O F 


GIL BLAS of Santillane. 


\ 


[Continuation of BOOK VII. CHAP VII. 


WAS pretty well ſatisfied with Zendono, for two 
or three months, during which he behaved in a gal- 
lant manner, and ſeemed to love me with great tenders 
neſs : neverthaeſs, theſe marks of affection were 
falſe appearances; for the rogue cheated me at laſt. 
One morning on my return from maſs, I found 
nothing at home but bare walls: the whole furniture; 
with all my baggage, was carried off: Zendono sud 
bis faithful valet had taken their mcaſures ſo well, 
that in leſs than an hour, the general pillage of the 
houſe had been begun and finiſhed in ſuch a manner, 
that with the cloaths only which I had on my backs 

and the ring of Don Felix, which was luckily on m 
Winger, I ſaw myſelt abandoned, like another Ari- 
adne. But, I aflure thee, I did not amuſe myſelf 
ich making elegies on my misfortunes; I rather 
hanked heaven for having delivered me from ſuch a 
Tretch, who could not fail, ſoon or late, to fall into 
he hands of juſtice ; and looked upon the days we 
ad ſpent together, as ſo much Joſt time, for which L 
ould ſoon make myſelf amends. Had I been de- 
irous of ſtaying in Portugal, and attaching myſelf to 
20 A 3 ſome 
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ſome lady of faſhion, I ſhould not have wanted a 
lace ;. but, whether Lloved my own country,.or way ſe 
influenced by the force of deſtiny, which prepared a Wl 
better fortune for me here, I rgfolved to return to Wl 
Spain; and applying to a jeweller, who gave me Wh © 
ready money tor my ring, ſet out with an old Spaniſh & 
lady, ho was going in a chaiſe to Seville.“ th 
This perſon, vibole name was Dorothea, had been Vi 
to viüt one of her relations ſettled at Coimbra; and th 
was on her return to Seville, where ſhe lived. There bi 
was ſuch a ſympathy between her diſpoſition and © 
mine, that we became friends the very firſt day of our | 
journey; and our mutual affettion grew fo ſtrong on ol 
the road, that, on our arrival, the lady would ſuifer WF 
me to lodge no where but in her houſe. I had no 
cauſe to repent me of my acquaintance; for I never 
knew a woman of a better character; and one might 
ſtill perceive, by her features, and the ſparkling of 
her eyes, that in her youth many a guitar bad been 
thrummed on her account: indeed, ſhe was the widow 
of {cveral noble huſbands, and lived in an honourable 
manner on the jointures which ſhe enjoyed. 

Among other excellent qualitics, the' had that of 
being very compaſſionate to unfortunate young was 
men. When | imparted to her my own ſtory, the 
entered warmly into my intereſts, and beſtowed's 
thouſand curſes on Zendono. ** What dogs theſe 
men are! (ſaid ſhe, in a tone that made me gueſs ſhe 
bad met with ſome ſteward in her way) perfidious 
wretches! I know there are ſuch villians in the world, 
who divert themſelves in deceiving women. What 
I am pleaſed at, my dear child, (added ſhe) is, that, 
according to your relation, you are no longer bound 
to that perjured Biſcayan: if your marriage with him 
was good enough to ſecure your reputation; by way 
of recompenſe, it is bad enough to permit you to con- 
tract a better, whenever vou can find an opprtunity ® 

I went abroad every day with Dorothes, either 00 
Church, or to vißtt and this being the way to met 
| with 


"ELL BLAS: 
with ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the notice of 
ſeveral cavaliers, Who, in ordet to found. the buſineſs, 
made intereſt with my old landlady: but fome had. 
not Wherewithal to make a good ſettlement; and 
athers ſtill. were minors ſo that I had not the leafy 
deſire of liſtening. to any of them. One day, Doro 
thea and. I took a Whim of going to fee a play at 88 
ville *; and upon conſulting the bill, we found- chat 
the players intended to act, La famoſa comedia, el ene: 
baxador de Si-miſmo, compoſed by Lope de Vegs 
Car pio. | ; 

Among the actreſſes who appeared on the ſtage, I 
diſcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly merry; 
wench whom thou haſt ſeen, when ſhe. was Waiting 
maid to Florimonda; - and with whom thou halt 
ſometimes ſupped at Arſenia's houſe. I knew that 
ſhe had not been in Madrid for two years before, 
but was ignorant of her being an actreſs. Having an 
eager deſire of embracing her, I found the piece very 
tedious; but chis might be the fault of the actors, WhO 
played either too ill or too well, to yield me amuſe- 
ment; for as to me, who am a merry creature, I owns 


7 


* Seyille, ſituated on the Guadaliquivir, is the ca- 
pital of Andalouſia, and, next to Madrid; the righeſſ 
city in Spain. It is the ſeat of an univerſity, arch 
biſhop, inquiſition, and mint. So ancient, that over 
one of the gates, is the following inſcription: 


© Condidit Alcides, renovavit Julius urbem, 
© Reſtituit Chriſto Fernandus tertius hares.” * 


And ſo remarkable for curioſities, as to be the 4 


ject of this diſtich: ty 
© Qui no haviſto Sevilla, | a 
© No haviſto maravilla.“ 1 


The tranflation of which the reader will find on an- 
other occaſion, in a ſucceeding volume, \ 
A4 | my ſelf 
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my ſelf as much diverted by a player who is perfectly 


ridiculous, as by one who is excellent in his way. 

At length, the moment I waited for being arrived, 
that is, the end of La,/amoſa comedia, my widow and 
I went behind the ſcenes, whert we perceived Phe- 
nicia acting the coquette, and liſtening with affectation 
to the ſoft warbling of a young bird, which, it ſeems, 
had allowed itſelf to be enſnared by her declamation. 
dhe no ſooner obſerved me, than quitting her admirer 

with a courteons air, ſhe came towards me with open 

arms, and loaded me with careſſes. We expreſſed 
our mutual joy in ſeeing one another again; but the 
time and place not permitting us to launch out into a 
long converſation, we deferred it till next day, when 
we might diſcourſe together more fully at her lodg- 
ings. | 

The itch of talking is one of the moſt eager paſſions 
of women : I could not cloſe an eye the whole night, 
o much did I long to engage Phenicia, and worry 
Her with queſtions upon queſtions. God knows I 
was not lazy in getting up, to repair to her lodging, 
according to the direction ſhe had given me. She 
lived with the whole company in a large hired houſe ; 
which when I entered, I met a maid ſervant, who, 
when I deſired her to conduct me to Phenicia's apart» 
ment, ſhewed me up to a gallery, on the de of which 
were ten or twelve {mall chambers, divided from one 
another by partitions of deal boards only, and poſſeſ- 

ſed by the joyous band. My guide knocked at a 
door, which Phenicia, whole tongue itched as well as 
mine, came and opened. Scarce did we allow our- 
ſelves time to ſit, before we began to chatter, We 
had a ſevere brulh, and uttered in our turns ſo many 
interrogations, that the queſtions and replies ſucceeds 
ed one another with ſurpriſing volubility, 

After baving recounted our mutual adventures, and 
reciprocally informed ourſelves of the ſtate of our ats 
fairs, Phenicia aſked what I intended to do: I ans 
ſwered, that I was reſolved (until ſomething oY 

ould 
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ſhould caſt up) to enter into the ſervice of a young lady 


of quality. “O fy! (cried my friend) you joke furet- 
is it poſſible, my dear, that thou art not yet diſguſted 
with ſervitude ? Art thou not tired with ſeeing thy» 
ſelf ſubjected to another's will, with humouring the 
caprices of a miſtreſs, with hearing thyſelf reproach- 
ed, and in one word, with being a ſlave ? Why wilt 
thou not, by my example, embrace a theatrical life ? 
Nothing can be more convenient for people of ſpirit 
who have neither birth nor fortune; it is a ſituation 
that holds the middle place between the nobility and 
citizens ; an unreftrified condition, free of that de- 
corum which is ſo troubleſome to ſociety. Our re- 
venues are paid in ready caſh by the public, Which is 
our bank; we live in continual mirth, and ſpend 
our money as we get it. | | 25 
The ſtage, (added ſhe) is particularly favourable fo 


women: while I lived with Florimonda, (I bluſh at 


the remembrance of it) T was reduced to the neceſſity 
of liſtening to the candle. ſnuffers of the prince's com- 
pany ; not one man of faſhon paid the leaſt attention 
to my figure. What was the cauſe of this unimpor⸗ 
tance ? | was not ſeen : the fineſt picture has nat its 
eſfect, except in a particular light; but hnce-T have 
been placed on my proper pedeſtal, that is, on the 
ſtage, heaens ! what a change has happened! Ie 
at my heels the gayelt youth of all thoſe towns thro? 
which we paſs. An aRQrels therefore enjoys a great 
deal of pleaſure in her occupation: if ſhe is prudent, 


I mean, if ſhe favours one gallant only at a time, ſhe 


has all the honour imaginable paid to her, her chaltt- 
ty is applauded, and when ſhe changes her lover, the 
is looked upon as a real widow who marrics a ſecond 
huſband; nay, if a widow takes a third, ſhe is ſpoken 
of with contempt, and ſaid to have infringed the de- 
licacy of her lex ;, whereas the actreſs ſeems. to be 
more and more regarded, in proportion to the increaſe 
of her admires. After ſhe has gone through an hun- 


dred intrigues, ſhe is ſtill a moi ſel for a lord,” 


A.5 
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« To whom do you talk in this manner ? (faid I, or 
interrupting her) Do y: u think I am ignorant of theſe 
advantages? I have often reflected on them, and 
they but too much flatter the imagination of ſuch a 
girl as me: I even feel an inclination for the ſtage ; 
but that alone is not ſufficient; talent is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and I have none; for when I ſometimes 
attempted to repeat paſlages of plays before Arſe» 
Nia, ſhe always found fault with my performance : ſo 
that I was diſguſted at the profeſhon.”” “ Thou art 
ealily diſcouraged (xeplied Phenicia). Doſt thou not 
know that thoſe great actreſſes are commonly jea- 
lous ? They are afraid (in ſpite of all their vanity) 
of being eclipſed. In ſhort, I won't take Arſenia's 
word for thy incapacity ; for ſhe was certainly inſin- 
cere : nay, I aſſme thee, without flattery, that thou 
art born for the ſtage; thon haſt genius, a free and 
graceful carriage, a ſweet voice, a good cheſt, and 
withal a face! Ah, baggage, how many cavaliers 

wilt thou charm, if thou tuineſt atieſs Y” 
She plied me with more ſuch ſeducing diſcourſe, 
and made me pronounce ſome verſes, that I myſelf 
might judge of my capacity for acting: but when ſhe 
heard me, it was quite another caſe ; ſhe overwhel 
med me with applaufe, and preferred me to all the 
actreſſes in Madrid. After this, I ſhould have been 
inexcuſable, had I doubted my own merit. Arſenia 
ſtood impeached, and convicted of envy and inſince- 
rity; and I could not help allowing that I was an ad- 
mirable ſubze&. Two actors, who happened to come 
in at that inſtant, and before whom Phenicia obliged 
me to repeat the verſes which I had already recited 
10 her, were ſeized with a kind of extaſy ; from which 
they no-ſooner recolle&ed themſelves, than they loads 
ed me with praiſe. In good earneſt, had the three 
wagered with one another which of them ſhould ap- 
laud me moſt, they could not have employed more 
eie expreſſions. My modeſty was not prof 
azainit ſuch culogiums ; I began to believe my 2 
me 
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ſome value ; and thus my thoughts were turned to- 
wards the ſtage. | 


Come on then, my dear, em I to Phenicia) the 


affair is determined : I will follow thy advice, and 


nter in the company, provided they think well of 
t.“ My friend, tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
ugged me in her arms; and her two comrades 
feemed no leſs delighted to find me in theſe ſenti- 
ments. We agreed, that next day I ſhould repair to 
he theatre in the morning, and betas the whole com- 
pany aſſembled, ſhew the ſame ſample of my talent 1 
ad exhibited to them. If I had acquired the good 
opinion of thoſe who were at Phenicia's lodgings, all 
he actors judged of me ſtill more favourably, when 
had pronounced about twenty verſes in their preſence, 
They received me very willingly into their company 
nd then I was wholly engroſſed by my firſt appear. 
nce, which, that I might render as gay as poſſible, I 
mployed upon it all the money that remained from 
he ſale of my ring; and though I had not enough to 
pake a ſuperb figure, I at leaſt found means to ſup- 
Foy want of magnificence, by a genteel taſte in my 
Ireſs. 

At length I appeared on the ſtage, for the firſt time; 
nd then, what thundering applauſe, what eulogiums 
as 1 favoured with! It is downright modeſty, my 
tend, to ſay ſimply that I raviſhed the audience: 
ne muſt have been witneſs of the noife I made at Se. 
ille, to believe it. I became the diſcourſe of the 
hole city, which, during three weeks, came in 
rouds to the play-houſe in ſuch a manner, that the 

mpany, by this novelty, recalled the public, which 
ad begun to deſert them. I began then in a manner 
at charmed every body : and this was the ſame 
ing as if I had advertiſed myſelf to be let to the high- 
t bidder,, Twenty caviliers,-of all ages, outvied one 

other in their proffers to me ; and it I had follow- 
| my own inclination,'I would have choſen him 
ho was young and handſome : but people of our 

A | mech: ſtamp 
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lamp ought ts conſult nothing but their intereſt and 
ambition when a. ſettlement, is depending. For this 
Jes ſon, Don Ambroſio;de Niſana, a, man Heady old 
and ugly, but rich, generous, and one of the moſt 
powerful nob1-man of Andalouſia, had the preſer- 
ence. True, indeed, I made him purchaſe my fas 
vonrs at a good price; he hired for me a grand houſe, 
which he furniſhed in à very magnificent manner, 
gave me an expert cook, two lacquies, a chamber= 
maid, and a thouſand ducats for my monthly expence, 
over and above rich cloaths and a pretty large quanti- 
ty of jewels, | 
What a change was this, in my fortune! My reaſon 
could not ſupport it: I appeared to myielf all of a 
fudden quite another perſon ; and I am not ſurprize 
ed that there ate girls who forget in a litile time the 
meanneſs and miſery from which they are reſcued by 
the caprice of a man of quality. I will make a ſin- 
cere confeſſion ; the applauſe of the public, the ſlatter- 
ing diſcourſe that I heard from all quarters, and the 
paſſion of Don Ambroſo, inſpired me with ſenti, 
ments of vanity that amounted to mere extravagance, 
J conſidered my talent as a noble title; I aſſumed 
the airs of a woman of quality; and becoming as co- 
vetous as I had before been prodigal of my ſmiles, 1 
ve ſolved to limit my proſpect to dukes, counts, and 

marquiſſes only. | 

S'gnior de Niſana came to ſup at my houſe every 
evening with ſome of his friends ; and 1, on my dey 
took care to invite the moſt engaging of our actreſſes 
ſo that we commonly ſpent the beſt part of the night 
in drinking and making merry. I accummodated 
myſelf mighty well to ſuch an agreeable life, Which 
however, laſted but ſix months. Noblemen are apt 
to change, other wiſe they would be t00. amiable, Don 
Ambroſio for ſook me, for a conqueſt he had made 9 
2 young creature from Grenada, who had arrived & 
Seville with ſome charms, and the talent of*diſpohng 
them to the beſt advantage. My ailliftion at his 1d. 
: | conitagc 
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It was in vain for me to accommodate mytelt to this 


. 1E BL A'S. 1 F 
eonſtiney did not laſt, however, longer that fours 
and twenty hows, I choſe in his room a cavalier 8 
two and twenty, called Don Lewis de Alcacer, to- 
whom in point of perſon, few Spaniards could be 
compared. Thou wilt, doubtleſs, a{k, and thou hae 
reaſon ſo to do, why I took ſuch a young nobleman 
for my gallant, when I knew the cotſequences of ſuch 
a choice. But, beſides that Don Lewis had neither 
father nor mother, and already. enjoyed his eſtate, T 
mult tel] thee, that theſe conſequences are not to be 
dreaded but by gi:ls of a ſetvile condition, or unhaps : 
py ſhe-adventurers. Women of our profeſſion gte 
piivileged perſons, and not at all anfwerable for the: 
elfects that our charms produce. So much the worſe 
for thole families whoſe heirs we pillage. 45 
Alcacer and I atiached ourſelves fo Hrongly to one 
another, that no mutual paiſion, I believe, ever equals 
led that with which we were inflamed. We loved 
with ſy much fury, that one would have thought'we 
were both enchanted : and thoſe who were acquaint= 
ed with our correſpondence, believed us the mot 
happy lovers in the world: though we were in reali- 
ty the moiſt miſerable. If Don Lewis had a periom; 
altogether amiable, he was at the ſame time fo jealous 
that he afflicted me inceſſantly with unjuſt fTuſpicions? 


weakneſs, to conſtrain myſelf ſo far as not to look” 
upon a man, His diſtruit, ingenious in finding dat 
crimes to lay to my charge, rendered my caution als 
together uſeleſs. Our moſt tender moments were ah 
ways diſturbed by quarrels, which it was impoſhble 
to endure. Roth of us loſt our patience, and we broke 
in a friendly manner, Would'ſt thou believe it? 
we looked upon the laſt day as the molt charming of 
our cominerce., Equally fatigued with the trouble? 


we had undergonc, we expreiſed the utmoſt joy in, 
our mutual adieu. We were like two miſerable cap“ 
tives, who, àftet 8 rude favery, at lalt recover their 
herdom. e air nn | 


Since |} 
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Since that adventure, I am always on my guard a- 
gainkt love. I will no more contract attachments that 
may diſturb my repoſe ; it does not become thoſe of 
our proſeſſion to ſigh like other people; and we ought 
not to entertain in private a paſſion, the ridicule of 
which we repreſent in public. | 
About this time, I afforded ſome employment to 
fame, which reported every where that J was an ini- 
mitable actreſs. On the aſſurance of this goddeſs, 
the players of Grenada wrote to me, propoling that 
I ſhould enter into thei! company; and to let me 
know that the propoſal was, not to be rejected, 
ſent me an account of their daily expence, and 
the terms of their offer: from which I con- 
| cluded that it would be for my intereſt to comply. 
I accepted it therefore; though, at bottom, I was 
grieved at parting from Phenicia and Dorothea, 
whom I loved as much as one woman is capable of 
loving others of her ſex. I left the firſt buſy in melt- 
ing the plate of a little merchant goldſmith, who out 
of vanity would have an actreſs for his miſtreſs. I 
= forgot to tell thee, that when I devoted mylelf to the 
W ſtage, I changed, through whim, my name from Lau- 
ra into that of Eftella, under which appellation J ſet 
W out for Grenada, 
Here my firſt appearance was no leſs lucky than at 
Seville, and I ſaw myſelf at once ſurrounded by ad- 
wirers: but being reſolved to favour none except in 
an honourable way, I behaved to them with ſo much 
reſerve, that they were blinded with my affected mo- 
deſty. Nevertheleſs, that I might not be the dupe of 
s conduct that would be of no ſervice, and which, in- 
W. ded was not natural to me, I was going to liſten to a 
W young judge of the citizen race, who aſſumes the no- 
| 3 by virtue of his office, a ſumptuous table, and 
rich equipage, when I ſaw for the firſt time, the mar- 
= quis de Marialva, This Potugueze lord, who travels 
We through Spain out of curioſity, ſtopped on his way at 
If Grenada; and coming to the play one night, when 1 


did 
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id not act, conſidered with great attention the actreſſe⸗ 

7 who preſented themſelves, and found one to his liks 
t ing. He made an acquaintance with her the very next 
K day, and was ready to conclude the bargain, when I 
appeared on the ſlage. My figure, and the airs 1 gave 

5 myſelf, turned the weathercock all of a ſudden; and 
* my Portugueze attached himſelf to me only. To con- 
* feis the truth, as I was not ignorant that my comrade 
it had pleaſed that nobleman, I ſpared nothing to de- 
e prive her of her conqueſt, and I had the good fortune 
I, to accompliſh it. 1 know that ſhe bears me a grudge 
4 for my ſucceſs, but I could not help doing it; and 
1- ſhe ought to conſider, it is a thing ſo natural to wo- 


. men, that the beſt friends make no ſcruple of practiſing 
a8 it on one another. 3 


't 75 CHAP, VIII. 

t- The reception which Gil Blas met with from the players 0 
ut Grenada, and his finding an old acquaintance vehund t 

[ ſcenes. 

* 1 had no ſooner finiſhed her ſtory, than an 
et old actreſs, who lived in the neighbourhood, 

came to take her up in her way to the play-houſe* 

1 This venerable ſtage-heroine would have been very 
a- proper for playing the part of the goddeſs Cotys. My 
7 ſiſter did not fail to preſent her brother to this ſuper- 
of annuated figure; upon which, a great many compli- 
bY. ments pager on both hides, | 2 
of I left them together, telling the ſteward's widows 
85 that I would rejoin her at the theatre, as ſoon as I or» 
IS dered my baggage to be carried to the marquis of Ma- 
FUL rialva's houſe, to which he gave me a direction. I went 
1 immediately to my own room; from whence, after 
2 having ſatisfied my landlady, I repaired with a man 
at who carried my portmanteau, to a large furniſhed 
WE: houſe, where my new maſter lodged. I met at the 


door his ſteward, who aſked me if I was not dame” 
Eſtella's brother; and upon my anſwering in the ats 
fir matlyey 
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firmative, faid, „ Signior Cavalier, you are 'very 
welcome: the Marquis of Marialva, whoſe ſteward 4 
have the honour to be, has ordered me to give you-a Þ 
= handſome reception. There is a chamber prepared Wil 
bor you, to which, if you plcaſe, I will ſhew you the 
bn way.” 80 ſaying, he carried me to the top of the i 
houſe, and Thewed me into a chamber fo ſmall, that . 
a very narrow bed, a cheſt, and two chairs quite my 
ed it. This was my apartment. You won't be 
very much at large in this place, ſaid my guide; but EF 
to make you'amendgs, you ſhall be lodged in a ſuperb WI 
manner at Lilbon.” I locked my portmanteau in my 
cheſt, put the key in my pocket, and a!ked at what Wl 
Hour they ſupped, It wes anſwered, that the Portu- WW 
gueze noblemankept no table at home, but gave a cer 1 
| "tain monthly ſum to each domeſtic for his board. 1 
put other queſtions to him, and leerned, that the peo- 
ple belonging to the marquis were a parcel of hap- 
4 Py fluggards. After a ſhort converſation, I left the W 
Ateward, to go in queſt of Laura, agreedb/y engroſſed 
with the preſage I had conccived ot my mew place. 
As ſoon as I errived at the playhouſe door, and told 
that I was Eſtella's brother, I was immediately ad- 
mitted, You might have ſcen the guards as eager in 
making a paſſage for me, as if 1 had been one of thei 
moſt conſiderable noblemen of Grenada, All the 
(ſervants and door-kecpets whom I met, made mel 
"prolound bows. But what I wiſh I could paint to 
the reader, was my ſerio-comical reception behindF 
W the'ſcenes, where I found the company all dreiſed, 
and ready to begin. The actors and actreſſes to whom 
Laura preſented me, poured upon me in thoals. Thef 
men overwhelmed me with embraces; and the wo-! 
men, in their turns, applying their painted faces to 
mine, covered it with white and red: cach defirous 
ot being the firſt to make their compliment, they 
WE +fpoke all together: it was impoſſible for me alone to} 
awer; but my ſiſter came to my aſſiſtance, and} 
1 | her 


* 


- 


W 
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er indefatigable tongue did not leave me in debt to 

one. | 
The embraces of the actors and actreſſes did not 
fice; for 1 was alſo obliged to undergo the civili- 
es of the ſcene- painter, the muſic, prompter, cans 
e nuffer and his deputy; in ſhort, of all the ſer- 


that Wants of the theatre, Who, on the report of my arrival, 
61 1 me running to behold me. One would have thought 
t beWat all the people were foundlings, who never had 
but Y en a brother before. 

verb Mean while, the performance began ; and ſome 
my WEntilemen, who were behind the ſcenes, ran to their 
v hat Waccs; While I, like a child of the houſe, continued 
örtu - converſe with thoſe of the actors who were not on 
cer e ſtage. Among theſe, I heard one called Mel- 
. I ior: Iwas ſtruck with the name; I conſidered with 
peo - Mention the perſon who bore it, and imagined I had 
hap- n him ſomewhere. I at length recollected him to 


Melchior Zapata, that poor ſtroller, who, as I 
ve obſerved in the ſecond volume of my hiſtory, 
ed cruſts of bread in a ſpring, 

Taking him aſide accordingly, “ I am miſtaken 
Sid el) if you are not that Signior Melchior, with 
om I had the honour to breakfaſt one day, at the 


of the e of a clear ſpring between Valladolid and Segovia, 
11 the eas in company with a journeyman barber; we had 
e meme proviſions in a knapleck, which being joined to 
int tours, made up a pretty little repaſt, which was ſea- 


ned with a thouland agreeable fallics.” Zapata 
elſes, ing muſed ſome minutes, anſwered, © You men- 


whom na circumitance which I recal without difficulty z 
The as then returning to Zamora, from having made 


unſucceſsful attempt on the ſtage at Madrid: I re- 


16 wo-“ | | 

\ces to ber too, that I was in very bad circumſtances.” 

ehrou remember the ſame thing (ſaid I) by this token, 
they you wore a jacket lined with play bills. You ſee 

5 j 


one to 
' 3 and 5 


.þeti 


have not forgot it, no more than that you com- 
dined at that time of having too chaſte a wiſe."* 
Oh! I have no caule to complain of that at preſent 
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(faid Zapata with precipitation) egad ! my goſſip is} 
very much reformed in that particular ; and therefore 
my Jacket is better lined than formerly.”? | | 

I was going to congratulate him oa his wife's re. 
formation, when. he was obliged te leave me, in or- 
der to appear upon the ſtage. Curious to know his 
ſpouſe;.I made up to an actor, and deſired he would 
ſhew her to me. This he did; ſaying, © There the al 
is; that is Narciſſa, the handſomeſt of our ladies, 
your lifter excevted.” I immediately concluded, 
that this aftreſs muſt be ſhe in favour of whom the 
Marquis de Marialva had declared himſelf, before he 
had teen Eſtella; and my conjefture was but too 
true,” When the play was over, I conducted Laura 
to her lodging, where I perceived ſeveral cooks pre-. 
paring a great entertainment. * Thou mayelt ſup 
here,“ (faid ſhe) „ I won't indeed (ſaid I) the mar 
quis, perhaps, will chooſe to be alone with you.“ O 
not at all (he replied) he is to be here with two off 
his friends and one of our gentlemen ; and it is un 
thy own option to make the lixth. Thou knowel 
that, in the houſes of actreſfes, ſecretaries have the 
privilege of eating with their maſters.” True (fad 
I) but it would be a little too early for me to put my 
ſelt on the footing of a favourite ſecretary. I mull 
firſt enjoy. his confidence, before I can merit that 
honourable privilege, So ſaying, I left her, and re 
paired to my cating-houſe, which I intended to fre 
_—_ every day, ſince my maſter kept no table 

ome, 


7 


F. 


He ſupped that evening with an extraordinary man: 4 
account of what happened between them. | 


Obſerved in the hall a kind of old monk cloatheſ 
in coarſe grey cloth, Who was at ſupper all along 
in a corner. Sitting down. out of curioſity juſt oppy 
fite to him, 1 ſaluted him very civilly, and he ſhews 
bimſelf no leſs polite, My piltagce being be 


beg! 
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began to diſpatch it With a good deal of appetite; 
nd while I ate in ſilence, I frequently looked at this 
erſon, whoſe eyes Þ always: found fixed on mine, 
atigued with his ſtubborn perſeverance in looking, 
me, I addreſſed him in theſe words: “ Father, 
ave we ever ſeen one another before? You obſerve- 


1p is} 
fore 


s re- 
or- 

2 
* his $ 


ould : 
e (he ess if I was not altogether unknown to you.“ 
died He anſwered with great gravity. “ My realon fore 


King my eyes upon you, is to admire the prodigious 


1ded, 8 | 
u the ity of adventures which are marked in the ſea- 
re belles of your face.“ © I ſee (ſaid I, with an air of 
t tool billery) that your reverence deals in motopoſcopy.“ 


may boaſt of poſſeſung that art frephed the monk) 


Laura : 1 
aof having made preſages, which have been veri- 


p ed by the event. I am alſo ſkilled in chiromancy,. 
mar 1d will venture to ſay, that my oracles ate infallible, 
„ Oe! have compared the iuſpection of the hands 
vo oi ich chat of the free.” | | 
in Although this old man had all the appearance of a 
owe ie perſon, I thought him ſo fooliſh, that I could 
„e the ot help laughing in his face. Inſtead of being of. 
> (ſaid nded, he ſmiled at my impoliteneſs, and continued 
_ peaking in theſe words, after having caſt his eyes. 


und the hall, to be afſured that nobody liſtened ; . 


[ mull 

t thall I am not ſurprized to ſee you fo prejudiced againſt 
nd eo ſciences, which are looked upon as frivolous in 
o frei: age. The long and painful ſtudy which they des. 


mand, diſcourages all the learned men, who-renounce 
ad decry them, out of deſpair of acquiring them. For 
iy own part, I am not diſcouraged by the abſcurity 
n winch they are ſhrouded, no more than by the di- 
culties which inceſſantly occur in the ſearch of che- 
\ical ſecrets, and in the wonderful art of tranſinuting 
metals into gold. | 
But I don't conſider, (added he recollecting himſelf} 
hat L ſpeak-to a young-cavalier, to whom my dif. 
ourſe muſt in effect appear quite chimerical. A ſam- 
ple of my {kill will diſpoſe you much better than all 
can ſay, to judge more favourably of my art.“ With 
theſe: 
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to the proof. The wine which we now drink to ſup- 
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theſe words, he took out of his pocket a phial full off 
red liquor; and then ſaid: Here is an elixir which 
I compoſed this morning of the juice of certain planuf 
diſtilled in an aleinbick; for I have employed almoſt 
all my lite, like Democritus, in finding out the proper. 
ties of mincralsend ſimples. You ſhall ſre its virtue put 
per, though it is execrable, ſhall become excellem. 
So ſaying. he put into my bottle two drops, of his 
elixir, which rendered my wine moie delicious than ii 
the belt that is drank in Spain. Y 
The marvellous ilrikes the imagination ; and when BY 
once that is gained, the judgment is no longer uſed. i 
Charmed with ſuch a fine ſecret, and perſuaded that 
he inuſt be more than the devil, who could find it out, 
I cried in a tranſport of admiration, © Oh! father 
pray pardon me, if I took you at firſt ſor an old foo 
I now do juſtice to your capacity; and need no more 
than 1 have ſeen, to be aſſuted, that you could, if you 
pleaſed, convert in an inſlant a bar of iron into an in 
got of gold. How happy ſhould I be, could I poſt: Q | 
ſuch an admirable ſcience.” Heaven preſerve youll 
from {ſuch an acquiſition {ſaid the old man, interrupt 
ing me with a profound ſigh.) You don't know, myl 
ſon, what a fatal ſecret you wiſh for. Inſtead of en- 
vying, rather pity me, tor having beſtowed fo much 
Seien to make myſelf unhappy. I live in contineal 
iſquiet. I am atreid of being diſcovered, and that | 
my labours will be rewarded by perpetual impriſon$ 
ment. In this apprehenſion I lead a wandering hfe 
diſguiſed fometimes like a prieſt or monk, and ſome 
times like a pcaſant or cavalier. Is it then an advany 
tage to know how to make gold at that price? and archi 
Hot riches a real puniſhment for thoſe perſons who 
cannot enjoy them in tranguillity 7? 4 
This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very ſenſible, I ſaid} 
to the ſage, „There is nothing like a quiet life: youſ 
give me a diſguſt at the philoſopher's ſtone 3 and! 
will be content with learning of you the future way 
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pf my life.” „ With all my heart, child, anſwered 
e, I have already made my remarks on your fea- 
ures : let us now ſee your hand.” TI preſented it t 
im with a confidence that will not do me much ho- 


11 off 
hich 7 
lan 
moſt / 


per- f * 
e put Pour in the opinion of ſome readers; and he having 
bop. xamined it with great attention, exclaimed in a fit of 
m. rchuſiaſm, “ Ah! what tranſitions from e to joy, 
F his Ind from joy to grief! What capricious fuceſſions of 
than Pisfortune and proſperity ! But you have already ex- 
SDS crienced a great deal of theſe viciſſitudes. You have 
Chen ot a great many more efflictions to undergo; and a 
uſed. obleman will confer upon you an agreeable deſtiny, 
| that et ſubject to change.” After having aſſured me, 
out, Pat I might depend upon his prediction, he bade me 
then rewel, and went out of the eating-houſe, — me 
ſooh Miite engroſſed with the things which I had heard. I 
more d not at all doubt that the Marquis de Marialva was: 
f you e nobleman in queſtion; and in conſequence, no- 
in in. ing ſeemed more poſſible than the accompliſhment 
ole the oracle. But though I had not ſeen the leaſt ap- 
ou earance of robability, 1 could not have helped re- 
-rupt- eng an entire belief in the pretended monk, ſo much 
i yl thority had he acquired in my opinion by his elixir. 
of enen my fide, that I might haſten the happineſs that 
m_ 7 predicted to me, I reſolved to attach myſelf to the 
tincal Parquis more than I had done to any of my maſters; 
3 half d having formed this reſolution, I retired to our 
riſon Puſe in 2 tranſport of joy that I cannot expreſs. 
g Bie G6 did a woman leave a fortuneteller with more 
7 me I tisfaction. 
van. 
oy CHAP 


e commiſſion that the marquis de Marialoa gave to Gil 


Blas, and the manner in which that faith {ul ſecret - 
quitted himſelf of it. n 


HE marquis was not yet come home from the 

lodgings of his actreſs; and I found his valets 
chambre Playing at primero, in his apartment, ex- 
petting 


s Who 1 


1 ſaid l 
+ youy 
and 1 
events 
_ 


| | 22 The ADVENTURES of 
WW petting his return. I made up to them, and we amy. 
I Jed ourſelves in making merry till two o'clock in the 
| morning, when our watt er arrived. He was a hitth 
Iſurprized to fre me, end ſaid with a gracious auf 
"which made me.guels that he returned very well fata 
tied with his evening's - 3 « How, Gil Blas 
not yet a bed?“ I an{wered, that, L was firſt 11 
to know what orders he had for me. 1 ſhall, peu 
haps (he reſumed) give you a commiſtion to-morrow 
morning: but it wil be time enough then to tell you 
the particulars. Meanwhile you may go to 1cſt, au 
henceforth remember, that I diſpenſe with your atten 
dance in the evening, having occalion for nobody oY 
«my valets de hr: 4 

After this explanation, which at bottom gave me 
goad deal of pleaſure, ſince it ſpared me a piece oj f 
ſubjection which I Ihould have ſometimes felt in a veſt 
ry diſagreeable manner, I left the marquts, m l 4 
apartment, and retiring tomy garret went to bed ; bi 
having vo inclination to ſteep, it came into my heal 
that 1 ſhould follow the advice which Pythagoras giv 

us, of recolletting at night all that we had done 1n ti 
day, in order to applaud our good, and condemn ol 
bad actions. 

I did not find my conſcience clear enough to be far 
fed. with my conduct; but reproac hed myſelf wi 
having ſupported the impoltor ot Laura. In vain d 

I ſuggeſt as an excuſe, that I could not in honour 7 
the lye to a girl, who had nothing in view but to 0 
me a pleaſure; and that in ſome {hape, 1 found mil 
ſelf under a neceſſity of being an accomplice in tl 
cheat. Little ſatisficd with this apology, I anſwerel 
1. that I ought not then to have puſhed things ſo fa 
aud that I mult have a great deal of impudence to li 
Vith a mobleman, whoſe confidence I fo ill repa 
| 44 In ſhort, after a ſevere examination, I concluded, in 
44 if Lwas not a rogue, L was next kin to it. = 
| From thence palling to the conſequences, I repit 
ſented, to myſell, chat J played a very high games! 


deceivi 


| 


7 
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leceiving a man of quality, who, ſor my ſins, would 
derhaps ſoon diſcover the trick, A reflection fo judi- 
tous terrificd me not a little; but the ideas of. pleas 
ure and interelt ſoon dillipated my fear, Beſides, the 
prophecy of the man with the elixir would have been 
ufficient to remove my doubts, I gave myſelt up, 
erefore, to the moſt agreeable fancies ; I formed 
ew rules of arithmetic, to reckon within myſelf the 
m to which my wages would amount at the end of 
mn years ſervice, To this I added the gratificatious 
hich 1 ſhould receive, from my-malter.;, and meaſur- 
ig them by his liberal diſpoſition, or rather by my 
wn deſires, I had an intemperance of imagination, 
il may be allowed. the expreſſion) which ſet no 
e mc Sounds to my fortune. I was gradually lulled by fo 
1ece uch wealth, and fell aſlcep.in the very act of. build- 
n A Ven caltles in Spain. 

in ig Next day 1 got up at eight o'clock in the morning, 


a mu. 
the 
litile 
Q aii 
ſat 
Blas'f 
1111 1 
, pci 
row 
uu you 


d; bulo go and receive my patron's orders ; but as 1 open- 
y heal d my door to go out, I was very much {urpriſed to 
as ge him appear before me all alone, in his night- cap 


nd morning-gown. * Gil Blas, (ſaid he) laſt night, 
hen 1 left your ſiſter, I promiſed to be with her this 
norning; but an affair of conſequence hinders me 
rom keeping my word. Go and ature het from me, 
hat I am very much mortified at the diſappointment; 
nd tell her, I ſhall certainly ſup with her inthe 


mn ON 


be ſatis 
elf wit 
vain d 


our 21Fv<ning, This is not all (added he, putting into my 
ut 10,08 and a purſe with a litdde ſhagreen box enriched with 
20d mW amonds) carry this my pictute to her, and keep this 
ce in iq 


dur ſe of fiſty piſtoles, Which I give as a mark of the 
riendſhip I heve already conceived for you.” Ito 
he picture with one hand, and the purſe ] ſo little de- 
erved with the other; running inſtently to Laura, ſay- 
g in the exceis of joy with which 1 was tranſported, 
Good! the prediction is vifibly accompliſhing. 
Vhat happineſs is it to be the brother of ſuck a hand- 
ome and gallant girl? What a pity it is, that 
: there 


\{wered 
s ſo fat 
ce to 
| repay 
ded, ＋ 
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here is not as much honour as profit and pleaſure i 
ee - 

Laura, contrary to the cuſtom of people of he 

' { profeſſion, being uſed to riſe early, I ſurprized he 
at her toilet; where, in expectation of the Port 
gaeze, ſhe joined to her natural beauty all t 
auxiliary charms that the art of coquettry coul 
beltow. © Amiable Eſtella (ſaid I to her wha 
I entered) the loadſtone of ſtrangers! I may now i 
at table with my maiter, ſince he has honoured mg 
with a commiſſion which gives me that prerogative 
and of which 1 come to acquit mylſelt.- He cann 
have the pleaſure of your company this morning, al 
he propoled ; but for your. conſolation, will ſup with 
you at night; and he ſends you his picture, which te 
me ſeems a matter of ſtill greater conſolation.” 

I accordingly gave her the box, which, by th 
bright ſparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, 1 
finitely rejoiced her eye ſight. She opened it, am 
ſhutting it again, after having conſidered the paintm 
fuperkcially, rcturned to the ſtones, whoſe beauty thifl 
extolled, ſaying with a ſmile, ** Theſe are copig 
which we women of the ſtage value more than on 
ginals,” 

I then told her that the generous Portugueze, whe 
he entruſted me with the picture, had gratified 
with a purſe of fifty piſtoles. © I congratulate the 
upon thy good fortune (ſaid ſhe to me) this noblema 
begins where others even rarely end.” “ To yo 
my dear creature (I rephed) I owe this preſent ;'t 
marquis beſtowed it upon me ſolely on account of mw 
being your brother.” “ I with (ſaid ſhe) that | 
would give you as much every day; for I cannot ex 
preſs how dear thou art to me. The very firſt mt 
ment I ſaw thee, I attached myſelf to thee by a tie te 
ſtrong for time to break. When I loſt thee at 
drid, I did not deſpair of finding thee again; end ye 
terday, when I ſaw thee, received thee as a mi 
whom fate brought back to my arms, In a word 
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ny friend, heaven has deſtined us for one 2nother ; 
hou ſhalt be my huſband; but we mult ürſt en- 
ich ourſelves... I want io have two or three 


f heiß nore intrigues to make thee eaſy tos life.” 

d he I thanked her in a polite manner for the trouble ſhe 
vort mended to take on my account; and we inſenßhly 
[1 : gaged in a converſation that Jaited till noon, Then 
coult 


retired to give an account to my maſter of the mans» 
er in which his preſent was received: and though 
uta had given me no inſtructions on that ſubject, Þ 
id not fail to compoſe by the way a fine compliment, 
hich I intended to repeat in her name. But whe 

went home, I was informed that the marquis had 
nc out: and it was decreed that I ſhould fee him 
o more; as may be perceived in reading the follows 
18 chapter. l 
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Blas receives a piece of news, which is like a thunder* 
bolt to him. * 


by t 
„ 
it, d 5 


aintin Repaired to my eating-houſe, where meeting twWao 

uty men of a very agiecable converfaifon, I dined and 
copic at table with them, till it wes time to go to the 

an orgy. Then we parted; they went about their own 


lairs, and I took the road to the theatre. I mult 


„ We erbe, by the bye, that T hid all the reafon in-the 
ied orld io be in good humour; mirth had reigned in 
ate they converſation with theſe two gentlemen; my fo- 
bleme had a moit ſmiling face; and notwithſtanding, 
Lo yo y ſpirits ſunk, without my kuowing the reaſon, 
ent; t d without my being able to keep them up. It way, 


at of m 
that | 
nnot ex 
T3 me 
a tie to 
and ye 
a mi 
a wor 


N 


ubtlcſs, a preſage of the mis fortune with. which I 
as thieatencd, 
As I entered the green- room, Melchior Zapata came 
me, and telling me ſofily to fellow him, carried 
into a private place, and addreſſed me in this 
anner, © Signior cavalier, I think it my duty to give 
u a very important piece of intelligence. You 
ow that the marquis de Marialva had, at firſt, 3 
20 EE. — 


WY allure the Portugueze nobleman to her own charms, i 


* 
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paſſion for Narciſſa, my wife; and already appointed 
a day to come and take a ſlice of my rib, wnen the 
artful Eſtella found means to break the bargain, and 


1 Ys may well believe, that an attreſs does not loſe 
ch a good prey without vexation. My ſpouſe hall 
this affair at heart, and is capable of undertaking a 
"thing to be revenged : ſhe has now a fair occaſion, 
Yeſterday, if you remember, all our ſervants crowd 
ed to ſee you: when the under candle-ſnuffer told 
ſome of the company, that he knew you very well 
and that you was nothing leſs than Eſtella's brother, li 
This report (added Melchior) reached the ears offi 
Narciſſa, who did not fail to interrogate the author ll 
and he has confirmed his affertion, by telling her, tha 
he knew you Arſenia's valet, at the ſame time tha 
Eſtella, under the name of Lauia, ſerved that actreſi 
at Madrid. My wife, charmed with this diſcover 8 
will impart it to the Marquis de Marialva, who 1s it bh 
be at the play this evening. Take your meaſures 2 
cordingly ; if you are not actually Eſtella's brother, Wi 
adviſe you as a friend, and on account of our old ail 
quaintance, to provide tor your fafety. Narciſſa, wha 
demands but one victim, has allowed me to give youll 
this notice, that you may prevent any ſiniſter — 6 
by immediate flight.“ ; 
It would have been ſuperfluous in him to ſay mow 
of the matter, I thanked the ſtage- player for his 1 
formation, and he eaſily perceived by my terrife 
look, that I was not the man to give the candle {nul 
fer the lye, I did not feel the leaſt inclination to df 
end upon my effrontery: I was not even tempted if 
bid Laura farewell, loft ſhe ſhould have inſiſted upol 
my facing it out. I could very well conceive, that h 
was an actreſs of ſuch {kill, as to be able to extrical 
herſelf out of the dilemma; but I ſaw nothing exce 
an infallible chaſtiſement for me, and I was not 
much in love as to brave it: My ſole fludy beit 


therefore, to eſcape with wy bouſhold gods, I ma 


"= 
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inted my baggage, I difappeared from the playhouſe in a 
n thetwioklog, and, with the utmoſt diſpatch, cauſed my 
andi portmanteau to be tranſported to the houſe of a car= 


arms, ier, who was to ſet ont for Toledo at three o'clock 
t loſe ert morning. 1 could have wiſhed to be with the 
Count de Polan, whoſe houſe ſeemed to be my only 


ſe hall 
aſylum: but I was not yet there, and I could not, 


g any 

Th upout the utmoſt uneaſineſs, think on the time I had 
rod o lay in a city, where T was afraid they would ſearch 
r told or me, even in the night. 

well I did not, for all that, omit going to ſupper, at my 
ther. ating houſe, although I was as much diſturbed'ss a 
ars oo. who knows that there are bailiffs at his heels. 
uthor her 1 ate that evening, did not, I believe, produce 
r, tha xcellem chyle in my {temach. Being the miſerable 
1c ha ort of fear, I examined every body that came inte 
aQtreWWſbc hall; aud when, unluckily, any il-looking fellow 
over entered (a common cale in theſe places) I ſhivered. 


vith dread, . Having ſapped, in the midſt of con- 


» is 8 
inual alarms, I roſe from table, and returned to the 


res acl 

ther, | arrier's houſe, where I threw myſelf on a truſs of 
old A <'b {tra and lay till the hour of our departure 

2, W carwhile, my patience was ſufficiently exerciſed. 


wes attacked with a thouſand diſagreeable reflec- 
ions: when I chanced to ſlumber, I: beheld the fu- 
ious marquis mangling the fair face of Laura with 
blows, and demoliſhing every thing in her houſe; or 


bo 
ec ideuſ 


y mo n 


his i eard him order his ſervants to make me periſh un- 

_ the baſtinado. Then ftarting, I awoke ; and: 
le ſoo 0ugh to wake, is uſually a great comfort after ſuch 
1 to terrible dream, waking: was to me more dreadful 
,ptedt han the dream itſelf, Happily for me, the carrier 
ed upd 


ice that his mules were ready. I was immediately 
foot, and, thank heaven! ſet out radically cured of 
biromancy and Laura. In proportion as we moved: 
rom Grenada, my mind refumed its tranquillity, 
and I began to enter into converſation with che car- 
ier. I laughed at ſome pleaſant ſtories he recounted, 

B 2 and 
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g EXCe} 
$ not! 
beit 
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lelivered me from my affliction, by e me no- 
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and loſt inſenſibly, all my fear. I enjoyed a found 
Meep at Ubeda, where we lay the firſt night, aud og 
the fourth arrived at Toledo. 

My firſt care was to aſk a direction for the Caurli . 
1 Polan's bouſe, whither J repaired, very well per. 

aded that he would not ſufſer me to lodge in am 4 
other place: but I reckoned without my hoſt; tor [Wl 
found no body at home, but the houle- keeper, who Wl 
told me that his maſter had ſet out in the evening forlifi 
the caſtle of Leyva, having received a mellage that 8 
raphina was dangerouſly ill. 

I did not expect the abſence of the count, which 
diminiſhed the Joy I felt in being at Toledo, and — 1 
duced.me lo take another reſolution. Finding my. 
ſelf {ſo near Madrid, I relolved to go thither; re- 
flecting that I might paſh myſelf at court, where a. ſul 3 
perior genius, as I had hea:d, was not ablolutely mo 


[ = 


ceſlary to make a fortune. The very next day, I took 1 


+ 
* 


2 


the advamage of a return horſe tor that capital off 1 


Spain; and fortune conducted me thither, in order 2 


to make me act higher parts than thoſe which 1 had 
hitherio performed. 


CHA L. XA 


Cul Bit takes lodgings in a hon where he contra t onf 3 
* ce rorth eatain Chinchilla. The charafer 2 


that officer ; with an accourt of the affatr that brought 
lim to Madrid. 3 


N my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fixed my hab. 4 
tation in a houſe that was let into lodging 5 
where lived, among other people, an old captain 
Who had come from the farther end of New Caſtile 
to ſollicit at cout for a penſion, which he thought hel 
ned but too well deſerved. His name was Don Hau 
mibal de Chinchilla. It was not without aſtoniſhmcri 
that I bcheld him for the firlt time, being a mani 
turned of {ixty, of a gigantic ſtature, and extremely 
meagre, He wore a pair of thick wbukers, that cus led 
4 | * 
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p to his temples on each fide, Over and above his 
ant of a leg and arm, a large plailter of green hk 
1pplied the place of one eye; and the ſcars of many 
rounds appeared on his face. Theſe things ex- 
-ptcd, he was pretty much like another man, Be- 
ics, he had a good deal of underſtanding, and ſtill 


who WH oc gravity; was ſcrupulous in his morais, aud, in 
g lore rticular, piqued himſelf on his delicacy in point 
at S6- honour. | 
aer having converſed with him two or three 
;bich WMWncs. he honoured me with his confidence. I foon 
d in- came acquainted with all his affairs, He recounted 
my- 


me on what occaſions he had leit an cye at Naples, 
arm at Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Coun» 
ies. What I admired in his narration of battles and 
ges was, that not one gaſconade eſcaped him, nor 
L Look ena word in his own praiſe; though I could have 
_—_ 1; pardoned him for boaſting of the half of 
2c]: that remained, as an indemnification for the 
I had er half that be bad loft. Thoſe ofticers who re- 
n om the wars fate and ſound are ſeldom fo 
odeft. 
But he told me, the thing that gave him the moſt 
17; „ccrn was, that he had ſpeut a conftderable eſtate 
| his campaigns, ſo that now his whole fortune was 
þ h ccd to about an hundred ducats a veer, which 
rout r 3 5 Nr 
= 5 {c21ce ſufhcicnt to maimain his whitkers, clear 
þ lodging, and pay for the writing his memotials, 
For in mort, Siguior Cavalier (added he, ſhrugg- 
g up his thoulders) I prefent one, thank God, every 
v, without being fa voared wüh tre alt notice. 
he would ſay, that tlicre is a wager berveeen the 
Ime miniſter and me, which of us {hall fGrft fail, 1 
giving, or he in receiving them. I have alfo had 
honour to preſent ſeveral to his majeſty; but the 


dgingy 4 
apt aug 
Caſtile 
ught he 
on Hane 
{hm 


a man rate lings no better than his clerk ; and in the mean 
rem nc, my cattic of Chinchilla ſinks into ruins for want 
t cu K. reparation.“ 


ung “ We mult deſpair of nothing, (ſaid I to the cap- 
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tain). you are now perhaps on the eve of ſeeing all 
your toils and troubles repaid with intereit.” «4 I 
ought not to fletter myſelf with that hope, (replied i 
Dop/Hannibal) three days are not yet elapſed, ſince Wi 
I ſpoke to one of the miniſter's ſecretaries, and if I 
may believe what he ſaid, I may make myſelf very fi 
ealy.” © And pray, what did he ſay? (I replied) Wl 
did he pretend that you was not worthy of a recom. Wl 
pence ?”” © You ſhall judge, (reſumed Chinchilla.) W 
The ſecretary told me, very plainly, Maſter What. Wi 
g'ye-call-um, don't brag ſo much of your zeal and - 
delity. You have done no more than your duty, in 
expoſing yourſelf to danger in behalf of your country. 
The glory alone which attends brave actions, is a ſuf. 
ficient recompence. and ought to ſatisfy a Spaniard in 
artici.lar, You mult undeccive yourſelf, therefore, 
if you look on the gratification you ſolicit, as a debt 
due to your yalour. Provided it be granted you, you Wl 
will owe it entirely to the favour and generoſity of 
the king, who 1s pleaſed to think himſelt indebted to 
thoſe of his ſubjects, who have diſtinguiſhed thems 
ſelves in the ſervice of the ſtate. You fee, by this, 
fpurſued the captain) chat J am ſtill in its debt, and 
and that, in all likelihood, I ſhall return as rich as [ 
came.“ | 
One naturally intereſts himſelf for a brave man in 
adve ſuy I encouraged him to perſevere, and offer. 
ed to write his memorials gratis, I went even fo far 
as to offer him my purſe, and to conjure him to take 
out of it What money he wanted, But he was none of 
thoſe who never wait for a ſecond invitation on theſe 
occaſions, On the contrary, he thewed himſelf very 
delicate on this point, and thanked me, in a loft y mas- 
ner for my good-will, He afterwards told me, that 
rather tian be a burden to any body, he had accuk 
tomed bimſelf by degrees to live fo frugally, that the 
leaſt nouriſhment was ſufficient for his {ubſiſtence; 
This was but too true: his whole food conſiſted of 
leeks and omons; and, therefore he was a” 
in 


; theſe 
f very 
mas- 
>, that 
accuſ- 
gat the 
ſtence. 
ted of 
ng but 


kin 


ein and bone. That he might have no witneſs of 
is wretched repalt, he uſed to lock himſelf up in his 
hamber at meals. I obtained of him, however, by 
int of intreaty, that we ſhould dine and ſup toge- 
zer; and deceiving his pride by an ingenious com- 
aſſion, ordered more victuals and liquor than I had 
ccalion for to be brought, and urged him to eat and 
risk. At firſt he ſtood upon ceremony, but at length 
e yielded to my intreaties. After which, becoming 


nſenbly more bold, he of himſelf, aſſiſted me in clear- 
hs my plate, and emptying my bottle. 


When he had drank four or five draughths, and 
conciled his ſtomach to good nouriſhment ; „ True +» 
y (ſaid he, with an air of gaicty) you are very be- 
ching, Signior Gil Blas, you make me do what you 
leale : your behaviour diveits me of all fear of abuſe 
g your beneficent diſpoſition.“ My captain, at that 
me, {ſeemed ſo well rid of his ſha.nc, that if 1 had 
id hold of the opportunity of preſſing him again to 
:cept my purle, I believe he would not have refuſed 
But I did not put him to the trial; contenting 
ivielt with having made him my meſs-mate, and 
ith taking the trouble not only of writing his me- 
orials, but alſo of helping him to compoſe them. 
by mcans of having copied homilies, I had learned to 
rn a period, and was become a kind of author. 
he old ofhcer on his part piqued himſelf on his 
nowledge in compoſition : fo that exerting ourſelves 
gether, through emulation, we produced morſels of 
loquence, worthy of the moſt celebrated maſters of 
alamanca. But in vain did each of us exhault his 
enius, in ſowing flowers of rhetoric in thoſe memo- 
als; it was no better, as the ſaying is, than ſowing 
um on ſand. Whatever expedient we fell upon 
enhance the ſervices of Don Hannibal, the court 
aid no regard to it. A circumſtance that did not at 
I engage the old invalid to make the eulogium of 
hoſe othcers, who ruin themſelves in the field. In 
B 4 his 
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his bad humour, he cnrfed his fate, and wiſhed Ne 
pics, Lombardy, and the Low Countries, at the devil. 
To compleat lis mortigcation, it happenert one day; 
that/urder his very noſe, a poet, introduced by the 
duke Alva, having ichearſed, in the prefence, zu 
ede on, the birth of an inkanta, wes gratifed with sg? 
Penton of one hundred ducats. I b*heve the marmed 
E-ptain would have run mad on this occaſion, had If 
not bcen at great pains to recompole him * What 
r the matter? {ard , ſce ing him quite beſide h:orfelt)lf J 
there 1s nothing! in this that ought to give you uneaſtf 
nels. Has it not been the privilege of poets. time im- 
memorial, to make princes pay tribute to the mute? 
"There 1s not a crowned head in the worid, that doo 
not gratify one of thoſe gentlemen with a penſion: 
aud, between you and me, thefe forts of rewards, be · 
mg generally tranſmiued to the knowledge of poste 
rity, unmortaltze the liberaltty ot kings; whereas thei 
oer recompences which they beftow, ure often butf 
fo much loſs to the ir reputation. How man; re warcy| 
did Auguttus difpente? Flow many penſions did leg 
grant, oft which we have not the leaft intimation? 
But the moſt remote poſterny will always know, a 
we do, that Virgil received near two hundred thow 
fand crowns from: the bounty of that emperor." 
Notwithſtanding all J could fay to Don Hanmbah 
the truns of the ode ſtuck in his tomach like lead; 
and as he conld not digeſt it, he refolved to abandon 
the whole of bis puriuit. Bot firit, being willing, al 
his laſt eflort, to preſent one ot her memorial to the 
duke of Lerma; we wcnt together to the houſe of that 
prime miniſter, where we met a young man, who 
having laluted the captain, faid to him, with an affe. 
tionate air, © My dear old malſtcr, is it yon! what 
aftatr has brought you hither ? If you have occaſiut 
for a perſon of imcreſt with his highneſs, pray com: 
mand me; I offer you my good offices.“ © How 
Pedritt6! (replied the captain) to heat you talk, 
would imagule you enjoy forme importaut poſt in thi 
tamily.” 
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N- family." „ I have, at leaſt, (anſwered the young 

levil. man) power enough to be of ſervice to an honeſt: 
day, country gentleman like you.” „If that be the caſe, 

y the WW (ſaid the officer with a ſmile) I have recourſe to your 
e, an protection.“ © *Tis granted, (feſumed Pedrillo) let 

c1th z me know what is the buſineſs, and I promiſe you 
med ſhall get ſome ſnips out of the miniſter.” 
rad [f We had no ſooner communicated the. affair to this- 
What benevolent young fellow, than he aſked. where Don 
arc Hannibal lodged; in which. being ſatisfied, he aſſured. 


us, that we ſhould hear of him next day; and then 
diſappeared, without giving us the leaſt hint of what 
he intended to do, or even telling us» whether or no 


neaſt-i 
c im- 
nuſe ! 


doe he belonged to the Duke of Lerma. I was curious to 
ion: know who this Pedrillo was, that ſeemed fo ſprightly.. 
s, be- He eis a young fellow (ſaid the captain) who ſerved 
poſte Wl me ſome years ago, and. who-ſeeing me in want, left 
as the me to go in queit of a better place. I don't blame 


him for that: it is. very natural for one to change for 


n but! 
the better. He is a wag who does not want under 


warez 


nid le ftanding, and is: as intriguing as the devil: but in- 
tion ſpite of all his art, I don't depend a great deal upon 
w;, Arbe zeal which be- has expreſſed in my behalf.” 


** Who knows, (ſaid I) but he may be of ſome uſe?” 
It he belongs, for example, to ſome one of the duke'ss 
principal officers, he may have it in his power to do 

you ſervice.. You are not ignorant that every thing. 


it hous 
1n1Þbal, 
lead; 


anden is carried, among the great, by cabal and intrigue 3. 
ing. al that they have favourite domeſtics, who lead them by 
to the che noſe; and that theſe again in their turn, are go» - 
of tha verned by. their own valets.“ | ; 

. who Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodgings,. 
affe“ Gentiemen, (ſaid he) if I did not explain myſelf 
bei veſterday on the means I have of ſerving captain Chin- 
caſicHHebilla, it was, . vecauſe we were not in a. place proper 
cot or ſuch an explanation. Beſides, I was willing to - 
Hon ſound the buſineſs, before I diſcloſed it to yous You: 
c, of ut know then, that I am the lacquey and confident: 
in this 


ol Signier Rodrigo de Calderona, the duke of Lexma's: 
B 5 + faſt; 


mily,” 


: 
1 
If 
4x; 
1 


— 


— — —„— 


+4 


2: TS 


2 


the Arragonian lady, who, that very evening, 
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firſt ſecretary. My malter, who is very much addi 
ed to gallantry, ſups every evening with an Arroginmani 
nightingale, that he keeps encaged near the count, 
She is a very handſome girl, from Albarazin, df 
good underſtanding, and ſings to admiration ; there. 
tore ſhe is called Signiora Sirena. As I carry a bil- 
let-doux to her every morning, I have juſt now feen 
her; I have propoſed that ſhe ſhall make Don Han 
nibal paſs tor her uncle, and on that ſuppoſition en 
gage her gal ant to protect him. She is willing to uu 
d:irtake the affair; for, beſides the ſmall advantage ſhelf 
Fc reſces in it for herſelf, the will be extremely glad 90 % 
be thought the niece of a brave gentleman.” F 

Sigmor de Chincilla made wry faces at this pro- 
poſal, and expreſſed a reluctence in making himlelf 
au accomplice in ſuch a prank; and ſtill more, wn 
ſuffering ſuch a ſhe-adventurer to diſhonour his fl 
mily, by ſaying ſhe belonged to it. He was diſguftelii 
at it, not only on account of himſelf, but alſo pe- 
ceived in it, (if I may be allowed the exprefſion)z 3 
retro- active ignominy upon all his anceftors. "This J 
delicacy ſeemed very unſeaſonable to Pedrillo, whoa 
being ſhocked at it, exclaimed, 4 You jeſt fure, u 
take it in that view ! You are ſuch a ſet of people 
you cottage ſquires, your vanity is quite ridiculous, I 
Signior Cavalier, (he purſued, addrefiing himſelf wil 
me) are you not ſurpriſed at the ſcruples he mzkes 
Egad it is a fine thing, indeed, to ſtand on ſuch 
punctilios at court! Fortune is never neglected there, 
whatever ſhape it aſſumes.” SN * 

I approved of what Pedrillo ſeid, and we be 


rangued the captain ſo ſucceſsfully, that we prevailed 


upon him, in ſpite of himfelf, to become Sirena 
uncle. When we had gained this victory over buf 
pride, we laid all our thice heads together, in order 
to compoſe a new memorial for the miniſter, and tl 
was reviied, augmcnied, and corrected accordingly. 
I chen wrote it out fair, and Pedrilto carried it % 

put lt 7 


4470 


Will! -gard to the ſecurity, the lender will be -contentedi 
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per cent. You ſhall make an alignment, witch e 
:Curity to him, before a notary, of the firſt vear of you 
penſion, for the like ſum, which you ſhall acknowi 
edge to have received from him, and which youll 
will touch in effect, the intereſt included. With rei 


with your caſtle of Chinchilla, ſuch as it is; ſo tha 
we ſhall have no diſpute upon that ſcore.” _ 

The captain proteſted that he would accept of the 
conditions, if he ſhould be lucky enough to have a. 
Mare in the favours which were to be diſtributed next 
dy. And he was not diſappointed; being gratifiell 
with a penſion of three hundred piſtoles on a certain 
government. As ſoon as he underſtood this piece of 
news, he gave all the ſecurity that was demanded, 
tranſatted his little affairs, and returned to Ne 
Caſtile with ſome piſtoles in his pocket. 4 


C HAP. XIII. 


Gi! Blas meets his dear friend Fabricius at court. their 4 
mutual joy; they repair together to a certain | place 
. there a curious conver ſation happens between them. WM 


CONTRACTED a cuſtom of going every morn 
ing to court, where I commonly {ſpent two or 
three hours, in ſeeing the grandees paſs and repaks, 
though they rh there without that ſplendor 
which ſurrounds them in other places, be 

One day es I walked to and fro, and Atruttes 
through the apartments, making, like many others, 1 
fooliſh figure enough, I perceived Fabricius, whom 
J had left at Valladolid, in the ſervice of an hoſpital 
director. What aſtoniſhed me was, that he talked 
familiarly to the duke of Medina Sidonia and the 
marquis of Santa Cruz. Nay, [theſe two noblemen 
ſeemed to liſten to him with pleaſure, and he was # 
well dreſſed as a man of quality. Am I not miſtaken! 
ſaid Ito myſelf. Can this be the fon of barber Nun 
ne P. Perhaps it is ſome.young courtier who reſembles 
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m. 1 did not long remain in-doubt : the noble” 
en went away, and I accoſted Fabricius. He knew 


e at firſt Gght ; and after having made me ſqueeze 


rough the crowd with him, to get out of the apart- 


ents, © dear Gil Blas, (ſaid he, embracing me) I am 
oiced to ſee you again. How art thou employed 
Madrid ? art thou ſtill in ſervice 7 or haſt thou ſome 


dſt at court ? Give me an account of all that has 


ppened to thee, ſince thy precipitate retreat from 
alladolid.” “ You aſk me a great many queſtions 
once, (ſaid I) and we are not now in a proper place 
relate adventures.“ “ Thou art in the right, (he 
plica) we ſhall be at more liberty in my lodgings. 
ome, I will thew you the way; it is not far from 
ence I am quite my own maſter, agreeably lodged, 
1f-fly caſy in my circumſtances, I am contented 
ih my ſituation, and happy becauſe I think myſelf 


I accepted the propoſal, and followed Fabricius, 
ho ſtopped before a very fine houſe, where he told 
de he lodged. We eroſſed a court, where, on one 
de, there was a great ſtair caſe that led to very ſuperb 
partments, and on the other a ſmall flight equally 
ark and narrow, by which we aſcended to the lodge 
g he had ſo much extolled. It conſiſted of one 
dom only, which my ingenious friend had divided 
to four, by thin deal boards. The firſt ſerved as 

anti- chamber to the ſecond, where he lay; he had 
ade a cloſet of the third, and a kitchen of the laſt. 
he chamber and anti- chamber were lined with maps 
d theſes of philoſophy, and the furniture was ſuit- 


ple to this kind of hanging; conſiſting of a large 


ocard bed, very much worn, old chairs covered 
ith yellow ſerge, garniſhed with a fringe of Gre» 
da ſilk of the ſame colour; a table with gilt feet, 
pvered with leather that ſeemed to be once red, and 
ordered with a tinſel fringe become black by the 
ple of time; with an ebony cupboard, adorned 
ich figures coarſely caryed, He had, inſtead of a 

bureau, 


* 
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bureau, in his cloſet a little table; and his library Wa 
compoſed of ſome books, wth ſeveral bundles of 
paper Tying on ſhelves; placed above one anatheri 
along the wall. His kitchen, which was coforgney 
tofthe reſt, contained {ome carthen ware, and othetl 
neceſſary utenſils. ; 
Fabricius, after having given me time to conſideg 
his apartment, ſaid, ** What doſt thou think of my 
lodging and economy ? an't thou enchanted wil | 
them ? © Yes, faith, (E repiied ſmiling) 1 am {of 
Thou muſt certainly have played thy cards well aa 
Madrid, to be ſo well furniſhed. Thou, doubt 
enjoyeſt ſome poſt.“ Heaven forbid ! (replied hi 
the buſineſs I follow is above all employments wha 4 
ever. A man ol taſhion, to whom this houſe belong 
gave mea room, which I have divided into four, and 
urniſped, as thou ſceſt. I meddle with nothing bull 
what gives me pleaſure, and feel not the cravings 1 * 
neceſſity““ „ Pray be more explicit, (ſaid I, inte 
rupting him) you irritate the deſire I have of knowing 
what you do.” „ Well, (ſaid he) thou ſhalt be 1 
tisfied. I am turned author, and have commence 
wit; I write in verſe as well as in proſe, and ani 
ually good at every thing.” * 
& Thou a favourite of Apollo! (cried I, laughing 
This is what I never could have divined. I ſhoul 
have been much leſs ſurprized to have found thee 1 
a-quite contrary ſtuatiom What charms couldſt th 
find in the condition vf a, poet? Methinks the 
people are commonly deſpiſeꝗ in civil fe, and arg 
far from having an ellabliſhed ordinary.” „ O0 
(eried he in his turn) thou talkeſt of thoſe mi ſerabi 
authors, whoſe works are the refuſe of libraties and 
players. Is it to be wondered at, that ſuch write 
are not eſteemed? But good authors, my friend, a 
on a better footing in the world; and 1 may fay 
without vanity, thatT am one of that number.” *1 
don't at all doubt it, (ſaid I) thou art a young fello 
of excellent genius. That which is n by thet 
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not be bad. All that 1 am at a loſs to know iv 
dw thou was firſt ſeized with the rage of rhyme,” 
« Thy ſurprize is juſt, (replied Nunnez z) I was ſo 
ell fatisfied with my ſituation while in the ſervice of 


y Wa 
les offi 
other | 
Nabi 


the on Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not ſo much as 

a for any other. But my genius riſing by degrees, 
idee that of Plautus, above {crvitude, I compoſed a 
9 medy, which was atted by the company who per- 


rmed at Valladolid. Although it was not worth a 
„it met wich great ſucceſs; from whence I con- 
uded that the public was a good milch cow, which 


m {08 
well: 


ann ſily parted with its ſtore. This reflection, joined 
* me J furious deſire of compoling new pieces, de- 


hed me from the hoſpital. The love of poetry ba- 


Ss [yg my paſſion for riches: and reſolving to repair 
r, and Madrid, as the center of wit, in order to form my 
ng bl, 1 demanded my diſiniſſion from the director, 
ns ho did not grant it without regret, ſo much affec- 
* ca had he conceived for me.“ * Fabricius, (ſaid 


) haſt thou any cauſe to be diſſatisfied ?” No, 
'; (I replied) you are the belt of maſters; and I 
penetrated with your gencroſity. But, you know, 
e mult follow his deſtiny. I find I am born to cer» 


bee 
nence 
2nd ani 


ze my name by works of genius.“ What folly 
aghing dileſics thee ! (reſumed the good citizen) thou hatt 
ſhow] ready taken root in the ho{pital, and art of that 
thee Ed of wood of which ſtewards and even directors 


e made.” Thou art going to leave what is ſolid, 
order to employ thyſelf in trifles ; and thou wilt 
on repent of hy imprudence, my child.” 


0 1 The director ſecing that he oppoſed my deſign to 
iſerab purpoſe, paid my wages, and over and above, 
mes zug de me a preſent of fifty ducats, as a recompence 
rue my faithful ſervices: ſo that with this, and what 
nd, c found means to glean in the limle commiſſions that 
my al ere intrulled to my integrity, I was in a condition, 
"6h my arrival at Madrid, to appear in a very handiome 


anner. This I failed, not to do; though the writers 
our nation don't much pique themſelves on then 
ncat 


by the 


Ae 
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neat appearance. I ſoon became acquainted with Lope 
de Vega *, Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra +, and other a 
famous authors; but in preference to thoſe great men, Wl 
I choſe for my preceptor, a young bachelor of re 
Eordova, the incomparable Don Lewis de counry * 
ra, the fineſt genius that ever Spain produced. He} 
will not allow his works to be printed in his life. 
time, but contents himſelf with reading them to d. 
his friends; and what is very remarkable, nature has Wt: 
endued him with the rare talent of ſucceeding in all Wl © 
kinds of poetry. He chiefly excels in ſatire, which ib. 
indeed his main ſtrength. He is not (like Lucilius)a v 
muddy tiver that ſweeps along with it abundance of li 
lime; but rather the Tagus, that rolls over golden Wl « 
ſands its Iimpid-ftream.”* Thou draweſt (ſaid 1 0 1 
Fabricius) an agreeable picture of this fame. batchelor; ¶ t: 
and I don't doubt that a perſon of ſuch merit has a 
great number of envious enemies.“ All our authors Wh vi 
(he replied) good as well as bad, inveigh buterly a- WE tc 
gainſt him: He dehights, ſays one, in bombaſt, points, Ne 
metaphors, and tranſpoſition; His verſes, ſaith an- th 
other, are as obſcure as thoſe which the Salian prieſts c. 
ſang in their proceſſions, and which no body under- g. 
ſtood. Others again find fault with his compoſing I i: 
fometimes ſonnets or romances, ſometimes comedies, Ne. 
ſtanzas and acroſtics; as if he had fooliſhly undertaken v 
to eclipſe all the great maſters in their own driferent Wh i: 
ways. But all theſe efforts of jealouſy are baffled by © 
a muſe that is cheriſhed by all ranks of people, from Wl i: 
the higheſt to the loweſt. i 
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Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, a renowned dramatic Wh t: 
poet, as much admired by the Spaniards, as Shake: 
= (with whom he was-cotemporary) is by the Eng: Wh ic 

iſh. He compoſed 1800 pieces for. the ſtage, in re 
verſe, befides- many other works · chat proclaim the 
fruitfulneſs of his genius. ſ. 

+ Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the celebrated au- 

thor of Don Quixote, 1 9 
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It was under this ſkilful maſter that 1 ſerved my 
appreniicethip, and [ dare ſay, it has appeared 7 for 
I have fo happily imbibed his genius, that I have al- 
ready compoſed fome detached pieces which he 
would not bluſh to father. I opened my ware, {ac- 
cording to his example) im the houſes of the great, 
where | um woudertully well recerved, and have to 
do wi t people ho are not diftcule to pleaſe. ? Fig 
true, indeed, my ſucceſsſul beginning has been of no 
diſſervice. to my latter compoirtions, In ſhort, 1 am 
beloved by ſeveral noblemen, and in particular, live 
with the duke de Medina Srdonia, as Horace once 
hicd with Mezcenas., You fee (added Fabricius] in 
„hat manner 1 was metamorphoſed into an author. 
I have nothing elſe to relate; ſo that it is now thy 
turn, Gil Blas, to rehearſe thy exploits.“ | 

I opened accordingly, and ſuppreſſing every tri- 
vial cucumſtance, gave bim the detail he deſired: als 
ter Which it being dinner time, he took out of his 
ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, forme bread, 
the remains of a {ſhoulder of roaſt mutton, a bottle of 
cxcelient wine, and we fat down to table with all the 
gaity of two friends who meet, after a long ſepara» 
tion. * Thou ſceſt (ſaid he) my free and independ- 
ent life: I right, if I would, go and dine every day 
wih the people of quality; but beſides that the poeire 
jnclmation keeps me oftentimes at home, I am a fort 
©: an Ariflippus; and can equally accommodate my- 
felf to company and ſolitude, to affluence and fruga- 
lity,” We liked the wine lo well, that there was a 
neceſſity of taking another bottle from the ſtore ; and 
towards the end of the repatt. I exprefied a deſtre of 
lung lome of bis productions He immediately 
tearched among his papers, for a fonner, which he 
read aloud with great empliatis. Nevertheleſs, in 
tic: of tire charms of his reading. J found the per- 
mance fo obſcure, that T could nds comprehend 
the 1ncamng of due fyllable. Pacciviug my ignor- 
ance, ** This funnet (ſaid he) does not ſeem very clear 
| | to 
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to thy apprehenſion: is it not ſo ?” I owned to him, 
that I could have withed it had been more plain. 
Upon which, he fella laughing at my expence. If 
this ſonnet (he reſumed) is not intelligible, fo much 
the beiter. The natural and ſimple won't do for ſons | 
nets, odes, and other works that require the ſublime, 
The ſole merit of theſe, is in their obſurity ; and it is 
ſufficient it the poet himſcif thinks he underſtands | 
them.” Tou joke; friend, (ſaid I, interrupting 
him) good ſenſe and purſpicuity ought to be ingredb 
cats in poetry of all kinds whatever; and if toy in- 
comparable Gongora wiites not more plainly. than 
thou doſt, I conf. iſs my opinion of him ſinks apace, 
He mult be a poet who can never deceive any ether 
age than his own. Let us now have a ſpecimen of thy 
roſe.” Hereupon, Nunnez produced a preface, 
which (he faid) he intended to prefix to a collection of 
comedies that he had then in thepreſs; and having read 
it, aliked my opinion. Iam (ſaid I) no better pleaſed 
with thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy ſonnet 
is a picce of verboſe fuſtain; and thy preſace is com- 
poſed of far-fetched expreſſions, words that have not 
the public ſtamp, perplexed phraiſes; in a word, thy 
ſtyle is quite peculiar to thyſelf ; and the books of our 
beſt authors, antient as well as modern, are written 
in a quite different manner.“ „ Poor Ignoramus! 
(cried Fabricius) thou doſt not know then, that every 
proſaic writer who now aſpires at the reputation of a 
delicate pen, affects that ſingularity of ſtile, and thoſe 
odd expreſſions which ſhocks thee fo much. There 
are of us, hve or ſix bold innovators who have undet- 
taken to make a thorough change in the language; 
and we will accompllh it (pleaſe God) in ſpite of 
Lope de Vega, Cervantcs, and all the fine geniuſcs 
who cavil at our new em des of ſpeech, We are ſes 
conded by a number of partizans of dictinction, and 
have even ſome theologicians in our cabal. 
After all, (added he) our deſign is commendable; 
and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable they 
thole 


annere! 


FEI 


ofe natural writers, who ſpeak like the common... 


n of mankind. 1 don't know for what reaſon 
ey are eſteemed by fo many perſons of honour. 


him, 
lain.“ 


« If 


auch heir manner was proper enough at Athens, or Rome, 
ſon. pere there was no diſtinction in point of ſpeaking ; 
ime. Mo that Socrates ſaid to Alcibiades, the people was an 
5 rcellent ſchoolmaſter. But at Madrid, we have 
nds och a good and bad language, and our courtiers ex- 
bung res themſelves quite otherwiſe than our citizens, be- 
edi. Nfieve me. In ſhort, our new ſtile overtops that of 
un or antagoniſts. I will, by one example, make thee. 
than Nperceive the difference between the gentility of our 
3 iction, and the flatneſs of theirs. They would ſay. 
ther puite plainly, (for inſtance) “ Iuterludes embliſh a 
| thy omedy.” While we with more ſpirit, would pro- 
acc, Bi ounce —“ Interludes create beauty.“ Doſt thou 
n of Wi erceive all the brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the 
read pretiineſs of the expreſſion ?”” 5 8 

aſed I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh, 
nne © Go, Fabircius, (ſaid I} thou art quite an original 
1 ith this thy precious language.” * And thou (an- 


ſwered he) art no better than a beaſt, with thy natu- 


thy Tal ſtile, Go, (ſaid he, repcating the words of the 
. our Warchbiſhop of Grenada) go and tell my treaſurer, to 
en ive you an hundred ducats ; and heaven dire& you 
aus! With that ſum ; adieu, Mr. Gil Blas, I wiſh you a 
Very Whercat deal of good fortune, with a little more taſte.” 
of a I redoubled my mirth at this ſally, and Fabricius 
hole forgiving me for having ſpoke ſo irreverently of his 
here writings, loſt nothing for his good humour. We fini- 
der ¶ hed our ſecond bottle, and getting up from table in 
86 a pretty good crim,' went out with a deſign to walk in 
fine Prado, but paſſing by the door of a tavern we 
uy took it in our heads to go in. 
* 


and 


ble; 
than 
hoſe 


This place was uſually frequented by good compa- 
ny: and I obſerved in two ſeparate halls, a great 
many cavaliers amuſing themſelves in different diver- 
ſons. In one, they played at draughts and primero ; 
and in the other, ten or twelve perſons were liſtening 

; very 
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. thoſe vociterous metaphyſicians, and by that expedi. 


bim to overlet a pitcher of water. 
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very atriidvely to a diſpute between two profeſſed 
wits. We ͤ lad no occaſion to go near them, in order u 


e1 
learn that a metaphyſical propoſrion was the fubed : 
of rherr diſpute: for they talked with tuch warm 
and traufport. that they looked like people poſſeſſed Mc 
F imagined if Eleazar's “ ring had been put under 
their nofes, we ſhonkd have fern devils iſſne will, 
their breath. * Good God! (faid I tos my compel; 
nion) what pathon ! what Jungs ! Theſe difputaneiWdo 


were ceitainly born to be publte erters. The greateb i 
part of mapkin4 are miſpleced.“ Ves, truly (he re. 
plied) theſe people ſcem to be of the race of Novus , 
that Koman banker, whole voice exceeded the noiſe 
of carmen. But (added he) what gives me the greats 
eſt diſguſt at their diſcourſe, is, that our cars are flune 
ned to no purpoſe.” We removed at a diſtance from 


ent, I preventcd a violent head-ach which had begun 
to ſeize me. We went and fat down in the corner of 


Eleazar, a famous magician who caſt out devils, by 
tying to the noſe of the poſſoſſed, a certain ny ttical 
ring, winch the dæmon no fooner {melled, than hs 
overturned and abandoned the patient. He performs 
ed before the Emperor Vefpalian, and in order to 
fhew the power he had over the devil, commended 
| Tins the dazmon 
rmmediaicly complicd with, to the aſtoruſhmeut of 
all preſent. 

+ Novius, whom M. La Sage honours with the 
title of banker, was no other than à rank ufurerg] 
who, from being a ſlave came to be a fich citizen of] 
Rome. Horace, who has perpetuated his wſamy 
has alſo immortalized the loudneſs of his voice in the 
fixth ſatire of his firſt book; 


at hic plauſtra ducenta 
Concuriantque ioro trialuncra magua ſonabm 


Coruua quod, vincatque tubas 


61 L B LAS. i 
ge other ball, hence, while we drank refreſhing li. 


eſfedlf ois, we examined the cavaliers as they came in an 
er ent out; as Nuunez knew almoſt all of them, “ egad 


bjeck 


licd he) the difpute of our philofophers wan't be 
mig 


m over: here are freſh reinforcements arriving: 


ella. cie three men will engage in the fray, But ſeeſt 
inder ou wcſetwo origivals going out? That little, {wats 
wil vw hithered creature, whole lank ſttaigbt hair falls. 
mp Lu in equal poitions, before and behind, is called 


ton WD on julien de Vellanunno; and is a young judge 


catch ho atleGs the beau: one of my friends and 1, going 
de re dine with him the other day, ſurprized him in a 
ws city 61:gular occupation. He was diverting himſelf 
noiſe his clolet, by throwing away the writings of a pro- 
rea, of which he is to make a report, and making a 
fun- eat grey-hound bring them back again to lum; 
from hilc the dog tore them to pieces very handſomely. 
pedi. he name of that licentiate with the copper noſe, who 


begun 


companies him, is Don Cherubin Tonto, a canon 
ner of 


the church of Toledo, the weakeſt mortal in the 
orld ; tho? by his ſprightly ſmiling air, you would 
nagine he had a great deal of wit. He has bright 
arkling eyes; with an arch malicious ſneer; ſo that 
ne M odd be apt to think hrma wag. When he heang 
delicate performance fead, he liſtens with ſuch ate 
ntion as feems full of underftanding, and all the 
hile, comprehends nothing at all of the matter, 
le dined with us at the judge's houſe, where an inf 
ite number of witty things were ſaid: but he [pake 
ever a word, though he applauded them with grima- 


ls, by 
ical 
an hs 
om. 
er to 
nded 
mon 
nut of 


the es. and geſtures that ſeemed even ſuperton to the ſal- 
urcr, es we uttered.” | \ 

en of Wl Dot thou know (ſaid 1 to Nunnez) theſe two 
amy, abby tellows, who, with their elbows on the table, 
in the in a corner, and converſe together in whiſpers?” 


No, (ſaid he) their faces are quite unknown to me; 
ut, in all hkelthood, they are coffee houſe politici- 
s, who cenſure the goverument. Mind that genteel 
avelicr who whiſtles as he Walks through che hall, and 

ſupports 


— 
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ſupports himſelf ſometimes on one foot, ſometimes i 
another: that is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young pa 
Who was born with ſome genius, but flatterers and 
norant people have almoſt turned his brain. Ty 
man whom he accoſts, is one of his confederates, wid 
is alſo moon-ſtruck, and rhimes in proſe.” 

«© More authors ſtill ! (<n1ed he, ſhewing me tl 
well dreſſed men coming in) one would think thi 
had made a rendezvous here, to paſsin review beſo 
thee. Theſe are Don Barnard Deſſenguado, and Dq 
Scbaſtian de Villa Vicioſa. The fir is a genius tu 
of gall, an author born under the planet Saturn, 
malicious mortal, whoſe pleaſure confilts in hating 
the world, aud is himſelf beloved by no body. | 
for Don Se ebaſtian, he is a young fellow of candau | 
Who will let nothing he upon his conſcience; he lat 
1y brought a performance on the ſage, which had ; 
extraornumryrun; and now he has printed | it, thath 
may no longer abuſe the eſteem of the public,” 

The charitable pupil of Gongora was going on, | 
explaining the figures of this picture, which ſhifted' 
often to the view; when a gentleman belonging tot 
duke de Medina Sidonia, came and interrupted hi 
faying, * Signior Don Fabiicio, I was looking 
ric in order to let you know that his grace woul 

peak with you immediately, at his own houſe, Nu 
nez, who knew that a grandee's wiſhes cannot bet 
ſoon ſatisfied, quitted me in a trice, to go and wy 
upon his Mzcenas; ; while I remained very much all 
niſhed to hear him honoured with the appellation 
Don, and fee him thus become noble in deſpite oli 
fare, maſter Chryſoltom the barber, 


E 


Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the fervice of count 
ano, a Sicilian nobleman, 


FT WAS ſo deſirous of feeing Fabricius again, that 
| Yiltted him early next morning. Good mi 
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ww (ſaid I, when I entered) Signior Don Fabricio 
e flower, or rather glow-worm of the Aſturtan no- 
ity!” At theſe words he laughed heartily. * Thou 
ſt obſerved then (cried he) that I am dubbed a 

on?” Yes, Mr. Gentleman (I replied) and give 
e leave to tell you, that when you recounted your 
etamorphoſes yeſterday you forgot the beſt part of 
”” © I ad fo (anſwered he) but truly, if I have aſ- 

med that honourable title, it was not fo much with 

view to gratify my own vanity, as to accommodate 
„elf to that of others. Thou knoweſt the humour 

the Spaniards; they make no account of an honeſt 
an, if he has the misfortune to be both poor and mean 

orn. I mult tell thee too, that I ſee ſo many peo- 
le call themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or 
don what-you-w1ll, that if there is no cheat in the 
ple, thou wilt allow nohility to be a very common 
ing, and agree, that a Piebian of merit honours it 

y his afſociation. But let us change the ſubject (added 
e) laſt night I ſupped at the Duke Medina Sidonia's, 
here, among other gueſts, was Count Galiano, a 
icilian nobleman of the firſt rank: and the converſa- 
on turning on the ridiculous effects of ſelf-love, I, 
harmed that I had it in my power to entertain the 
ompany on that ſubje&, regaled them with the ſtory 
k the homilies, Thou mayeſt well imagine they 
aughed heartily, and cenſured the archbiſhop as be 
leſerved. This produced no bad effect for thee; for 
ou waſt pitied by every body ; and Count Galiano, 

ter having aſked a good many queſtions concerning 
hee, to which thou mayſt believe I made ſuitable an- 
wers, deſired me to bring thee to his houſe. I was 
iſt now going in queſt of thee; to conduct chee thither. 
ſuppoſe he intends to offer thee the place of one of 

is ſecretaries; and I adviſe thee to accept of it. The 
ount is rich, and ſpends like an embaſfador, at Ma- 
arid : he is come to court, it is ſaid, to confer with 
he duke of Lerma, about the crown demeſns which 
at miniſter deſigns to alienate in Sicily, In hort, 
Count 
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auimal ualels it Was becauſe! it has all his uualice; fot 
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Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, ſeems.to. be gen 
rous, jult, and open; and thou canſt not do bet 
than attach thyſelf to him: heis the man, in all prof 
bability, who is deitined to enrich thee, according ul 
What was forctold in thy behalf at Grenada.” 

& I hadreſoived {{aid I to Nunnez) to hve at largd | 
a little, and enjoy mylelt a good whi ile, before if 
ſhould go to ſervice again: but thou ſpeakeſt to ml 
of this Sicilian count in ſuch a monner, as induces ui 
to change my reſolution, and even to with I was 
ready in luis family.” Thou mayſt ſoon be there (hd 
replied) or 1 am much miltaken,” At the ſame tim 
we went out togetirer to the count, who lodg 
in the houle of his friend Don Sancho d Avila, the 
in the countr 

We found in che court a great number of pages an 
footmen, cloathed in a livery equally rich and gay; 
and in the antichamber ſeveral uſhers, gentlemen, aud 
other officers, all magnificently dreſſed ; but withal 
ugly, that they looked like a company of apes in Spy 
niih garb. There are figures, both of men and wi 
men, on Which all art is thrown away. 

Don Fabric:us having ſent in his wame, was imme 
diately introduced into a room, whither I followed 
him; ani fouad the count in his mornizg-gown, ft 
ting 00 a iopha, aud drinking chocolate. We faiut 
him with all the de mnoulttaions. oi the molt profour 
reſpcet ; and he hovoured us with an iucliuation d 
the head, accompamed by ſuch a grecious mile, 288 
once gained my heart. A wonderful effect, bout 
un oxdiuary one, Which a favourable reception from 
the great produccs in our breatts! They mult we 
ceive us very Ut indeed, before we be diſguſted 


Having diank his chocolate, he amnſed kimfel 
ſome time in playing with a large baboon that fat by 
him, and was called Cupid. I don't know for whd 
realon the name of that God was beſtowed upon thi 
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reſembled him in nothing elſe. Such as it was, 
ever, it did not fail to give vaſt delight to its mai- 
paß, who was ſo much charmed with its merry tricks, 
10; Wat he hugged it inceſſantly in his arms. Though 
onnez and 1 were not much diverted with the gam- 
t late ois of this beaſt, we feigned out ſelves inchanted with 
fore performances; which pleaſed the Sicilian to much 
to at he ſuſpended the pleaſure he enjoyed in this paſ- 
es mW me, to tell me, . Friend, you have it in your option 
was Wh bc one of my ſecretaries : if you like the place, I 
re Min give you two hundred piſtoles a year, without 
e tim ny other recommendation than that of Don Fabricio.““ 
odge My lord (cricd Nunnez) I am bolder than Plato, 
„ the ho had not courage enough to anſwer for one of his 
ends, whom he tcut to the tyrant Dionyſius. I am 
es aniWot afraid of bringing reproaches upon mylelt, by 
d ga gouching for my friend.“ | 
n, aud I thanked the Aſturian poet with a low bow, for 
hai obliging confidence: then addreſſing myſelf to my 
n Spaß etron, aſſured him of my zeal and fidelity. This 
d we bleman no ſooner perceived that I reed his pro- 
olal, than he ordered his Reward: to be called; to 
imme hom having communicated ſomething ina whiſper, 
owe e laid, . Gil Blas, I will tell you, preſently what w 
-n, fu bc the nature of your employment. Mean while 
aui ou may follow my ſteward, who has received orders 
tour incerning you. I accordingly obeyed, leaving Fa- 
on ricie with the count and Cuyid.,,, «+, ,; 5. - 4 
„ 2% The ſteward, who was a moſt ſubtle!Mefſineze,. 
bougißenducted me to his apartment, where he loaded 
front civilities; and ſending for the taylor who had, 
ult uipped the whole family, ordered him to make for 
ted e with all diſpatch, a ſuit of cloaths of the ſame 
agnificence as thoſe of the principal officers, e. 
umſel lor having taken meaſure of me, and retired, “ A 
fat bfr your lodging, (ſaid the Meſſineze] I know a cham- 
r hacer that will exactly fit you. But have you break - 
on thi ted?“ (added he.) When I anſwered in the nega- 
e; foe, © Ah poor lad, 8 he) Why did not you 
| ak) Come, I will ſhew you to à place where, 
| thank 
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t ank heaven, you may have what you will for the 
aikmg?** => | MET INIT | 

So ſaying, he carried me down to the buttery f 
where we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, every 
whit as cunuing as the Meſſenien. It might be fail} 
offhim and the fteward, * Theſe two make a pair 
This honeſt butler, with five or fix of his friends 
werecramming themſelves with ham, cold tongue 
and other reliſhing bits, which obliged them to rel 
double their draughts. We joined thele hea: ty cocky 
aihſted\them in their attacks upon the count's betfi 
wines. While this ſcene peſſed in the buttery, ano 
ther ſuch was acted in the kitchen: the cook ale 
#reated three or four tradeſmen of his acquaintance, 
ho filied their bellies with rabbit and partridge pics: 
the very ſcullions enjoyed themſelves on what thef 
£ould pilfer: ſo that I thought myſelf in a houſe aban- 
doned to pillage : yet theſe were but trifles in com 
Pariſon to what 1 did not ſec. 


IN 


CHAP. XV. 


Count Caliano inveſis Gil Blas with an employment in hit 
| 1 houſe. 


1 Went to fetch my baggage to my new habitation; 
and when I returned, the count was at dinner, 
with ſeveral noblemen and the poet Nunnez, woe 
called for What he wanted with an eaſy air, and 
mingled in the converſation. Nay, I obſerved tha 
every word he . afforded pleaſure to the com 
pany. What a fine thing is genius! A man of wit call 
cafily turn himſelf into all ſhapes, | | 

I dined with the offices, who were treated pretty 
much in the ſame manner as our patron; and in the 
afteynoon retired to my chamber, where I began 16 
reflet on my condition. Well, Gil Blas (ſaid 1 
my ſelf) thou art now in the ſervice of a Sicilian count 
with whoſe real character thou art utterly unacquzink 
ed. If we may judge by appearance, thou wilt be J 

1 


Sils LAS a 


r the | 
vis family like a fiſh in the water: but we muſt ſwear 


tere nothing; and thou oughteſt to diſtruſt thy fate, the 
ever valignity of which thou haſt but too often experien» 

ſal cd. Beſides, thou doſt not kaow for what employs 
air. 


ment thou art retained : he has already two ſecretaries 


end end a fleward; what ſervice then does he expect from 
noue hee? It looks as if he intended to make thee. his 
0 reMcrcury. In good time! one cannot be on a better 
ock 


2oting with a nobleman, in order to make his way 10 
bei EOF poſt. He who. limits himſelf to hanourable 
ano ler vices only, moves ſlowly, ſtep by Rep, and ſeldom 
, alloMoains his point at laſt. * * 


ance While I was engroſſed by theſe fine reflections, 1 
pie Wacquey came to tell me, that all the company whe 
| "y ad dined at our houſe were gone home, and that the 
aban- 


ount wanted to ſpeak with me. I flew inſtantly to 
his apartment, where I ſound him lying on his couch, 
ready to take his afternoon's nap with his baboony 
hich always bore him company. | 
„ Come hither, Gil Blas (id he} take a chair, and 
Jiſten to what Jam going to ſay.” I obeyed his or» 
ders, and he Tpoke to me in theſe terms; © Don Fa- 
bricio has told me, that among other good qualities, 
'ou poſſels that of attaching yourſelf to your mallers; 
and that you are a young man of incorruptible inte- 
grity. Thele two qualifications determined me to 


COIs 


in hit 


ation; 
innet 
, Whol 


+ ana ke you into my ſervice: for 1 have great occalion 
d cha or an affettionate domeſtic, who will eſpouſe my in- 
 con-Wte re! end empldy his whole attention in huſbandin; 

vit can citate, 1 am rich, 'tis true, but my yearly 8 


greatly exceeds my income. The reaſon is plain; 1 
pretty n plundered by my lervants, and live in my own 
in thoſe as if I was in a foreſt among robbers. 1 ſuſ- 

gan 1olgpect my butler and ſteward of having a fellow-feelin 
id 1 tone one with the other; and this is more than enou f 
coumzo ruin me from top to bottom, You will ſay, if I 
quein-ave reaſon to think them rogues, why don't I turn 
t be 0@hem away? But where ſhall f find others made of a 
tho cremt kind ol ſtuff 25 will be ſatisfied with having 

| "3. lad & 8 = . 1 N the 


$3444 


32 The ADVENTURES of 


them both obſerved by a man who ſhall have a right} 
to inſpect their conduct; and you are the perſon whom 
I have choſen for that commiſſion; of which if youſ 
acquit yourſelf well, be aſſured that you ſhall not ſerwe 
an ungrateful maſter; for I will take care to procure} 
for you a very advantageous ſettlement in Sicily. 
Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; and that very 
evening, in preſence of all his domeſtics, I was pro- | 


claimed ſuperintendaht of the family. This did no: (i 
give the Meſſineze and Neapolitan great mortification ſo! 
at firſt, becauſe they looked upon me as a jolly com 
8 of a good compoſition; and concluded, tha 
y giving me a ſhare of the ſpoil, they ſhould be al-Wha 
lowed to go on in their old courſe. But they looked! 
very filly next day, when I declared to them, that 1 
was an enemy to all miſdemeanor, I demanded op 
the butler an account of the proviſions; I viſited the 
cellar, and took an inventory of every thing he had inf! 
his charge; I mean table-lincn and plate. I then en 
horted them to be ſaving of our patron's wealth, to 
lay out with œconomy; and ended my advice, by} 
proteſting to them, that I would inform that noble. 
man of every thing that I ſhould obſerve amiſs in his 
houſe. I did not ſtop here; reſolving to have a ſpy] 
who might diſcover if there was any ſiniſter intelli 
gence between them, I caſt my eyes on a ſcullion, 


_ could not have applied to a more proper perſon, to 


get notice of every thing that happened in the 

ouſe: that the butler and ſteward were in a cow! 

federacy, and burnt the candle at both ends: that) 

they daily ſecreted one half of the proviſion that wal! 

bought for the family: that the Neapolitan took cat 

of a lady who lived oppoſite to the college of 8, 

Thomas; and that the Meſſenian entertained another! 

at the Sun-gate : that theſe two gentlemen ſent all ſorii 

of proviſion to their nymphs every morning: and that 

the cook alſo, diſpatched ſavoury meſſes to a widow « 

I his acquaintance in the neighbourhood ; and that in 
FIR conhderauen 


0 
r 
1 
0 
who being won by my promiſes, aſſured me that : 
F 
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! 
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onſideration of his ſervices to the other two, to whom 
e was entirely devoted, he diſpoſed, as they did, of 
he wines in the cellar ; in ſhort, that theſe three do-, 
neſtics occaſioned a moſt horrible expence in the 
ount's houſe. If you doubt my report, (added 
Moe ſcullion) take the trouble of going to-morrow 
Vorning about ſeven o'clock to the college of St. 


Thomas, and you ſhall ſee me loaded with a baſket, 
pro- Which will change your doubts into certainty.” 5 Sg 
d not (said 1 to him) thou art agent to theſe gallant purvey- 
ation Wors ?“ © 1 am (he replied) employed by the butler, 
com nd one of my comrades acts for the ſteward.” | 
tha I had the curioſuy to repair next morning at the 
de al. appointed hour, to the college of St. Thomas, where 


I did not wait long for my ſpy, whom 1 {aw coming 


hat IBWzlong with a huge baſket filled with butchers meat, 
ed of poultry. and veniſon. I took an inventory of the 
d the particulars, of which I formed in my pocket book a 
ad in 


{mall verbal proceſs, that I went and ſhewed to my 


n ex- maſter, after having told the trencher-ſ{craper, that 
h, to he might execute his commiſſion as uſual. 
e, by The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paſſi- 
oble. BF onate, reſolved in his firſt tranſport to turn away the 
in his Neapolitan and Meſſenian; but after having reflected 
a ſpy, more coolly, contented himſelf with diſmiſſing the 
ntelli-y 1a't, to whoſe place 1 ſucceeded : fo that my ofthe 
lion of ſuperintendant was ſuppreſſed ſoon after us crea« 
hat I tion: and truly I was not ſorry for it; for. it was, 
on, to properly ſpeaking, no other than the honourable em- 
n the ployment of a ſpy; and a poſt Which had nothing 
con- ſubſtantial in it: whereas, by being made ſte ward, 
that I became maſter of the ſtrong box, and that is ever 
it wise thing. The fleward always poſſeſſes the firſt has. 4 
K carey 2mong the domeſtics-of a great family : and there are 
of N., fo many ſmall perquilites attached to his adminiſtra · 
zother ill tion, that he may grow rich, even though he be an 


honeſt man. 
My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was not yet exhauſts 
ed, obſerving my brutal zeal, that I got up every 
| C3 morning, 


hat in 
Tauwen 
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morning, to ſee and keep an account of what victuaſt 
were bought, no longer ſecreted a part; but the rat 
cal continued to purchaſe the ſame quantity as beſore. 
By this ſtratagem, increaſing the profit he drew from 
the refufe of the table, which was his perquifite, he 
found himſelf in a condition to treat his charmer et 
leaſt with dreſſed victuals, if he could not furniſh her 
with raw proviſion. In ſhort, the devil loſt nothing 
by this reformation, and the count was not a whit the 
better for having the phoenix of ſtewards in his ſer- 
vice. The fuper-abundance that I then perceived at | 
every meal, made me gueſs this new trick, Which L WP! 
immediately defeated, by retrenching what was ſu -o 
perfluous in every eourſe. This I did, however, with WP": 
fuch prudence, that the alteration. could not be per- 
ceived ; one would have thought that there was (till i: 
the ſame protaſion : and yet, by this economy, I cone BP" 
kderably dimimiſhed the expence. This was what my WF" 
patron required ; he wanted to retrench, without ap- e 
pearing leſs magnificent: for his avarice-was ſubor« WF" 
dinue to his oftentation. n 
+» There wes alfo another abuſe to be reformed: 1 
found the wine ran out apace: if, for example, twelve 
cavaliers happenecto dine with my maſter, they would WP! 
exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes five dozen of bottles. WP" 
J was aſtoniſhed at this waſte, and not doubting that WE" 
there mult be ſome roguery in the caſe, confulted my 
oracle, that is, my drudge, with whom I very often WP" 
had private conferences, and who made a faithful 
report of every thing that was ſaid or done in the 
kitchen, where he was not in the leaſt fuſpccted. He 
told me, that the waſte of which F eomplained; pro- 
ceededifrom a new league between the butler, cook, 
and thoſe lacquies who filled the wine, and who car« 
ried off all the bottles half emptied,” which were af- 
terwards ſhared among the confederates. ©: I' fpoke to 
the footmen on this lubject, and threatened to tun 
them out of doors, if ever they ſhould think proper to 
kepeas inis practice: upon which, they were ag” 
Nee 0 
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d. Ny maſter, whom I took care to adyertiſe of tt & 
noſt minute things which I performed for his advan- 
ge, loaded me with praiſes, and grew every day 
nore and more fond of me: and I, in order to rex 
ard the good ſervices of the ſcullion, created him 


ual 

raſe 
fore, | 
rom 
, he 
er at 1 


her ook's aſſiſtant. | 
hing The Neapolitan was enraged to find me always ors 


t the 


he catch with him; end was cruelly mortified withs 
ſer« 


he contradictions he underwent, whenever he pre- 


ed 20 Mented his accounts to me: for, that I might pare In» 
ch aus the cloſer, I took the trouble of going to market 
ſu - No learn the price of meat, jult before he went thither 
with nd, as he attempted to impoſe upon me afterwards, 
per- e him a vigorous repulſe. I was very, well per- 
(tilt radcd, that he curſed me an hundied times a-dayy 
cons ut the ſubje& of his maledictions hindered me from 
my Wreadiog their force. I can't imagine how he could 
t aps War wy perſecutions, and remain in the ſervice of 
bor. Nie Sicilian nobleman. Doubtleſs, in ſpite of all my 


ndeavours, he found his account in his perſeverance, 


1: 1 Fabricio, whom I frequently ſaw, and to whom L 
zelve Recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in quality 
ould Mp! fteward, was more diſpoſed to blame than applaud 
tles. y conduct. God grant (ſaid he one day) that 
that Nou mayſt be recompenſed for all this difintereſted- 
| my Pes; but between thee and me, I believe it would 
yften ot fare the worſe with thee, if thou waſt not quite 
thful Wo rough with the butler.” „ How! (anſwered 1) 
the Wall that robber charge in his bill ten piſtoles for a 

He n that did not coſt four, and I paſs over that arti- 
pro- fle?“ © Why not? (he replied coldly) let him give. 
ook, Wee the half of the ſuper-plus,, according to cultom, 


In good faith ! my friend (continued he, ſhaking his; 
| ead) you are a meer ninny, and, in all appearance, 
ze to Wi! grow grey in ſervitude, ſince you neglet to flay 
tun be <cl while it is in your hand. Take my word 
er to for it, fortune reſembles thoſe briſk airy coquettes by 
aims deſpiſe the gallant that ſtands upon ceremony.“ 
I only laughed at the diſcourſe of Nunnez, who 
C4 laughed 
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laughed again in his turn; and would have perſuade 
me that he had only fpoke in jeſt, being aſhamed of 
having given me bad counſel in vain. I continued 


firm in the reſolution of being always zealous and 
Faithful ; I felt no inclination to be otherwiſe; and 1} 
dare ſay, that in four months I ſaved to my maſter} 


by my &couomy, three thouſand ducats at leaſt, 


GH AP. XVI. 


An accident happens to Count Galtano's baboon, which iy 
the cauſe of great af/liftion to that nobleman. Gil Bla 
- falls ſick ; the conſequence of his diſtemper. 


BO UI this time the repoſe of the family was 
ſtrangely diftu! bed by an accident which will 
feem inifli 1g to the reader, though ii turned out a-very 
ſeri us matte to the ſervants. and eſpeciaily to me; 
Cupid, thai bahoon of which I have made mention, 
that animal ſo beloved by our maſter, attempting one 
Gay to leap from one window to another, acquitted 
himſelf ſo ill in che performance, thai he fell down 
into the court. and diſlocated his leg. The count no 
ſooner unde ltood this rnisfortune, than he uttered 
ſucl picicing crics, that they were heard all over the 
neighbourhood ; and in the excels of his grief, attack- 
ing all his ſervants without exception, he had well 
nigh made a clean houſe. His fury, however, wat 
limited to curſing our negligences, and abuſing us 
without ſparing terms of reproach. He ſent imme» 
diately for thoſe ſurgeons who were molt expert in 
fractures and diſlocated bones; and who having vi 
ſited the patient's leg, reduced it, and applied ban- 
dages accordingly. But though all of them aſſured 
him there was no danger, my maſter retained one of 
them in the houſe, to be always near the animal until 
it was perfectly cured. 

I ſhould be to. blame, if I paſſed over in ſilence 
the grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of 
the Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of the 

Cure. 


[ence 
rt of 
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cure, 


b power. 
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ure! Will it be believed, that all the day he did not 
ir from his dear Cupid ? He was always pteſent 
When it was dreſſed, · and got out of bed to viſit him 


two or three times Every night, But the moſt trou- 


bleſome circumſtance of all was, that every domeſtie 
in the family, and I in particular, were always up, 


that we might be at haud, to be ſent whereſoevet it 


ſhould be thought proper, for the fervice of this ape. 


In a word, we had no reſt in the houſe, till ſuch time 
as this plaguy beaft, having recovered of his fall, be- 


took himſelf again to bis uſual caperings and tum. 


blings. After this, can we refuſe to credit the report 


of Suetonius, when he ſays Caligula loved his horſe 


to ſuch a degree, that he bgſtowed upon him a houſe 
richly furniſhed, with officers to ſerve him, and even 
deſigned to make him conful? My patron was no 
leſs charmed with his baboon, which he would wil 
lingly have created a corregidor, had it been in hls 


An unluckly circumſtance for me was, that I had 


ſurpaſſed all the valcts in demonſtrations of concern, 


that I might, in ſo doing, make my court to my mal. 


ter; and undergone ſuch fatigue in behalf of Cupid, 


that I fell ſick upon it, end was 1cized with ſuchla 
violent fever, that I loſt my ſenſes, and knew not how 
I was managed for fifteen days ; during which, I was 
in a manner between life and death. This only I 
Know, that my youth ſtruggled fo ſuccefsſully agaialt 
the lever, and perhaps againſt the remedies that were 
ad miniſtered, that at length I recovered my under- 
ſtanding. The fiſt uſe I made of it, was to perceive 
that I was not in my own chamber; and wanting ꝛ0 
know the reaſon, I aſked it of an old woman who at- 


tended me : but ſhe replied, that I muſt not ſpeak : 


'for the, phyfician had expreſly forbid it. When we 
are in good health, we commonly laugh at the doc- 


tor: but when, we are lick, we calmly ſubmit to his 


preſcription, * | 
I Þ thought proper, 9 to hold my tongue, 
E * 


* 
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how much ſoever I longed to cor verſe with 
nurſe; and wes engaged in reflections on this ſubjec, the 
When two ſpruce beans: entered, Ureſſed in velvet, the 
with very fine ruffled linen. 1 imdgined they were be 
two noblemen, friends of my maſter,” ho out of a me 
conſideration for him, came to ſee me. On this ſup. int 
- poſition, I made an effort to ſit up; and ſhewed my CU. 
reſpect by taking off my cap: but my nurſe laid me the 
alla long again, and told me, that theſe an 
were my phy ſician and apothecar y. * 
The doctor coming to the bedſide; felt my pulſe, | * 
conſideted my countenance,” and obſerwing all the m. 
ſymptoms of an immediate cure; aſſumed an air ei, * 
triumph, as if he had greatly contributed to it: ſa/. O 
ing, that there was noching wanting to finiſh the work Bl ©! 
but a purge ; after which, he might boaft of having Wl n. 
performed a fine cure; When he had {poke thus, he thi 
made the apothecary : write a (preſcription, which] th 
while he dictated, he viewed himſelf in a glafsg a0. ll 
Jjalléd his periwig, and made fuch grimaces, that If th 
rould not help laughing. in ſpite of my weekly ch. 
dition. He then made me à ſolemn bow, and wentf a. 
away, much more engroſſed by his own nent thunſ 
by the medicines he had preſcribed, *- / "A 
After his departure, the apothecary, Who had not ©" 
come thither for nothing, prepared lumſelf for doing 
ſomething, which may be eahly gueſſed; whether: be 0 
* was atrald that the old woman could not achuit hei- to 
(ſelf with dexterity enough, or wanted to operate him- 
FH, iu order to intiarice the value of his ware; buff 2 
with alle his addreſs, T don't know how-at happeticd, FR 


* 


the operation was ſcarce performed; when {reſtored he 

to the operator all that he had given me, and lefu his * 
velvet ſuit in a tine pickle. He loòked upon this se- k 

-cident as a misfortune! annexed to pharmacy; and * 

wiping! himſelf with a towel, in filence, went away, * 

x reſolving to make me pay the ſcowrer, to whom be * 
was certainly obliged to lend his cloaths! 1 0 

He returned next morning, more plaiuly drefled, - 


& 4 though 
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though he bad no riſk to run that day, in bringing 
the phyſic, Which the doctor had preſcribed the night 
before, For I not only felt myſelf mending hes 
moment, but had ſuch an averſion, ſince the preceds 
ing day, to: phyſicians, and apothecanes, that I even 
curſed, the univerſities, where thoſe gemlemen recerve 
the power of ſlaying men wuh impuniiy. | 

In this diſpoſition, I ſwore that I would take no 
more medicine, and wiſhed, Hippocrates at the devil, 
Ie, with all his gang. The apothecary, who did not 
the! mind what became, of his, compoſition, provided he 
„Vas paid for it, leſt it on the table, and retired, Wah-: 
oo a ſpeaking a word. I ordered the villainous medi- 
ork ceine to be thrown out at a window immediately, be 
ine! ing ſo much prepolleſied againk it, that I ſhould have 
\ hel thought myſelf poiſoned, had 1 {wallowed it. To 
nich! this ſtroke of diſobedience! I added another. I broke 
aq. blence, and told my nurſe, in à peremptory tone, 
at 1 that I abſolutely inſiſted on knowing what was be- 
on. come of my maſter. The old woman, Who was ap- 
veal 3 of exciting in mea dangerous emotion, 
ould the gratiſy my curioſuy; aypelolving, perhaps 
WF to irritate my diſtemper by her obſtinacy, made ng 
not anſwer ; but I perſiled with fo much, paſſion, that 
dine ſbe replied, at length, “. Signior; gavslier, you are 
r he no your on malter, Count Galiano is gone back 
her- to Sicily.“ 11 aon! on 1 ist v 21 
Him. I could not believe what I hear, andeyet there was 
bu nothing more true. That nobleman, the very ſecond 
med, gay of my diſtemper, ſearing that -I Would die at his 
oral bouſe, had the generoſity to order me to be tranſpor- 
eh tcd, with my little effects, to a biręd goom, Where be 
is fc. bad abandoned me, without cęrempny, to: providence, 
and the cate of a nurſe. In the interim; having te- 
ceived an order from, court, obligiggl bim to zepaſs 
into Sicily, he ſet ut with ſuch qweovpitztion;! tliat 1 
was not ſo much as thought of; whetiterhe already 
numbered me with the dead, or that people of quality 
ale troubled with ſhort 2 ies. 85018 60 duc 
; | My 
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ui nurſe informed me of all this, and like wi ſe aß 
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fed me, that it was ſhe, who had called the phyſiciaa 
#4 #pothecary, that I might not periſh for want of 
aſfilence. This comfortable news. threw me into a 
profound reverie. Adieu my ad vamagedusfertlement 
m Sicily! my fanguine hopes fatewel !“ e When any 
great misfortune happens to you (ſays a certain pope) 
examine Fourlelf well, and you will always perceive 
that it was, in ſome meaſure; owing to your Own | 
Piult.”” No difparagement to this holy father, I cay't 
fee how I contributed to my own 'milchance on this 
on. 367 222 14 | 25 
* When I found the flattering chimeras, with which not 
Y had ſtuffed my imagination, | vaniſhed, the next ſto 
thing that 1 concerned myſelf about was my ports r 
manteau, which Tordered her to bring to my bed fide, de. 
that I might examine it. Iſighed, when I perceived ehe 
it open, crying, Ah! my dear portmanteau, my only Nrhe 
conſolation! vou have been,” 1 fee; at the mercy of ira 
ſtrangers. * No, no, Signior Gil Blas (ſaid the oid pre 
womar) don't be unesſy: nothing is ſtolen from you. to. 
1 have protc tec your: box; as if it had been my own ef 
Ih row,” zige 190 VI. 7 | E | 
I found init the fait of cloachs which I bad when WI ft 
I'came/into/ the eonnt's ſervice; but I looked in vain WM the 
fer that which the Meſſenian had ordered to be made the 
for me. My maſter had not thought proper to leave 
it with me, or ele ſomebody had made free with it, lon 
ducing my dellritm All my other baggage remains Wl (vw 
ed, and even a great leathern purſe that contained my. Ml the 
money, Which I reckoned twice, as I could not, uf 
hr ſt believe; [that there were but fifty piſtoles remains rie 
in g of two hundred and ſixty that were in it before 1 
fell ick. What is the meaning of this; my good fn 
mother! (ſaid Ito the nurfe) my Hnances ure terribly ha' 
&mimſhed.” fee And yet nobody, except my felt, on. 
Hive touched them (lard the old *wominy) ard I have thi 
be n as frugal as poſſible # buckcknefs is very expen. 
ſiwe; one is always laying our, ' Here {4d dodube gat 
2 matheſ 
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ab mother, taking a packet of pa pers out of her pocket) 
a ere is an account of the evpence, as juſt as the cur- 

ent coin, which will ſhew that. I. have not employed. 
maravedi amis.” hex rats 
I glanced. over the bill, which contained fifteen or 


ny twenty pages. Mercy.upon me! what a quantity oft 
pe) Npoultry had been bought white Lwas out of my ſenſes, 
ive here was in broths only, to the amount of twelve 
wn Wpiltoles, at leaſt. The other articles wereantwerable: 


to this. It can't be imagined how much was laid out; 
or wood, candles, water, and brooms. Neverthe- 
leſs, {ſwelled as this account was, the ſum total did: 

ich not exceed thirty piſtoles, conſequently there ought: 
ext to be a remainder of one hundred, and eighty. This: | 
rt. repreſented to her ; but the beldame, with an air off 
de, Maecvotion, began to take all the ſaints to wilneſs, that: 
ved Mihere were but fourſcore piſtoles in the purſe When 
nly the count's butler gave her the charge of my portman - 
of rau What is that you ſay, gaody ? (cried I, with 
0 precipitation) was it the butler who put my things in- 
to vour. hands? „ Without doubt it was he (ſhe: 
wu replicd) by this token, that when he gave me them, 
he ſaid, „ Good mother, When, Signior Cil Blas 18; 

hen ict, don't fail to treat him with a good funeral, for 
ain chere is money enaugh in the portmanteau to anſfwer 
ade the cxpence.” 53210 
ave „h! damned Neapolitan! (cried I) I am no. 
1 it, longer at a loſs to know my money is gone: you have 
aim WW (wept it away, to make yourſelf ſome amends, forthe 
my WT chefts 1 bindered you to commit.“ Aftet this apoſ- 
„d vophe, I thanked heaven that the knave had not cars: 
Jin. WY ricd off the whole. Whatever reaſon I had, however, 
e 1 so accuſe the butler of having robbed, me, I conldi 
dod not | help+ thinking, that the nurſe: might, poſſibly, 
bly WW bave done the deed, My ſuſpicion ſelhſametimes on 
ſelf; one, fametimes. on the other; but it was ſilk the fame 
ave Wl thing to me. Nit 9774 bh | 
NO" I ſaid nothing to the old Woman: I did not even 
cod Wh <@5 i] at the articles of. het. cen{cionable: yr 
{ vuld 
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[ſhould have got nothing by wrangling ; and every one 
muit underſtand his trade: my refentment,:thereforegf 
was contented with paying and diſmilling her three Wo: 
days after. | 1 ο 4 p 

Il believe when ſhe went from me, ſhe advertiſed} mi 
the apothecary that ſhe had been diſmiſſed, and that Mali 
I was well enough to decamp, without taking my WW fo 
leave of him; for, in a moment after, he came to {0 
me, quite out of breath, and preſented his bill, inf 
which, under names that were utterly unknown to WM int 
me, although I had been a phyſician, he had ſet down n. 
all the pretended medicines, - with which he had fur. en 
niſhed me; while I was out of my fenſes. This bill] up 
might be juſtly ſaid to have been written in the true i 1 
ſpirit-of an apothecary; and accordingly we diſputed v. 
about the payment of it. I inſiſted on his abating one WF te 
half of the ſum he demanded : he ſwore he would er 
not abate one maravedi. Conſidering, however, that WF he 
dat he had to do with a young man, Who might WS w 
give him the ſlip, by qutting Madrid that very day, 

he choſe rather to be contented with what I offered, 

that is, three times the value of his drugs, than to run 

the riſk of loſing the whole. I gave him the money 

with infinite regret, / and he retired,. fully revenged 

Wl forthe ſmall diſgrace he had ſuffered on the day of the 

1 "4 lyſter. ; 

19 S The phyſician appeared almoſt at the ſame time, Wl © 
for thoſe animals are always at the tail of one another, 

1 paid him for his viſits; which had: been very nume- 

rous, and ſent him away very well ſatisfied. But be- 

fore he would leave me, in order to prove that he 

had earned his fees, he related all the mortal ſymps« 
toms” Which be had prevented in my diſtemper : 4 
taſk he performed in very learned terms, and with an 
agreeable air, though it was altogether above my com- f. 
prehenſion. ! When I diſpatched him, I thought I had 
got rid of all the miniſters of the fates. But I was 
miſtaken: a ſurgeon, whom I had never ſeen, en-: 4, 
terod my apartment, and having ſaluted ame very te- 
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ſpectſully, expreſſed great joy in ſeeing me dut of dau · 
ger; a, deliverance Which the ſaid) he attributed 40 
two copious bleediugs that he had performed, and 
ſome cupping-glaſſes which he had the honour to ap- 
ply. This was another feather to be plucked from 
my wing: I was fain to pay tribute to the; lurgeon 
alſo. After ſo many evacuations, my purſe became 
ſo feeble, that it was little better than a lifeleſs cor ſe, 
ſo little of the radical moiſture remained. 138 

I began to loſe courage when I ſa myſelf relapſing 
into a ſtate of miſery. I had, while I ſered my leit 
maſters, conceived too great affection ſor the conveni- 
ences of life, and could no longer, as formerly, lock 
upon indigence with an eye — a cynic philoſopher. 
] will own, however, that I,was very much in the 
wrong, to let myſelf fall a prey to melancholy. Ak- 
ter having ſo often experienced, that ſortune no ſqon- 
er overthtew than ſhe raiſed me up again, I onght4o 
have regarded the troubleſome ſituation in which I 
was, as another introduction to proſperity. : 


* * * 
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Gil Blas, contrafs a good 7 and obtains. a 
poſt that con ſales him for Count, Ealtand!s tngratitude. 
The hijtory of Dan Valerio de Lung.) (1 11; 


* not having | heard of Nunnez all this 
time, ſurprized me ſo much, that I concluded 

e muſt be in the country: and as ſoon as 1 could 
walk, went to his lodgings, where I under Hood that 
he had actually gone to Andalauſia, three weeks be- 
fore, with the Dake de Medina Sidonia. One mor- 
ning, at waking, Don Melchior de la Ronda came 
imo my head; and remembering that I had promiſed 
d him, While I was at Grenada, 10 viſt * 
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i ever I ſioald return to Madrid, I reſolved to beg; 

my promiſe that very day. Having got a direction ih 
the houſe of Hon Balthazar de Zuniga, I repaireh 
thither, and aſked for Signior Joſeph Navarro, d 
ſoon appeared. When I ſaluted him, he receive 
me politely, but coldly, although I had ſigniſied m 


name. I did not know how to reconcile this frorq 
reception with the charat᷑ter I had heard of this cle 
"of the Kitchen; and was going away with à reſolution] 
to ſave myſelf che trouble of a ſecond viſit, when; afl 


of a ſudden, aſſuming an open ſmiling air, he cried, 
with a good deal of emotion, Ah! Signior Gi 
*Bl{as de Santillane, pray pardon the reception I have 


given you. My memoty had betrayed: my inclins-f 
tion: I had forgot your nate, and little thought that 


vou was the cavalier, of whom mention is made, m 


"a letter which 1 received from Grenada, about fourf 


months ago. | 


„ How  rejoiced am 1 to ſee you! (added ht] 
throwing his arms about my neck; with tranſport) my 


uncle Melchior, whom I love andhonour as a father, 
*conures me, if ꝓerchance I fhould have the honour of 
ſeeing you, to treat you in the fame marmer as if you 


was his fon, and to employ, if there ſhould be oces. 


ſion, my on credit, and that of my friends, in your 
behalf. He has praiſed: the qualities of your head 
and heart, in ſuch-terms as would have mterelted 
me in your favour, cven if I had not been engaged 
thereto, by his recommendation. I beg, therefore, 
that your will look upon me, as a man to whom my 
uncle has im parted, by letter, all his ſentiments wath 
regard to you. I offer you my friendſbip and I hope 
you will not refuſe me yours,” l 

I anſwered with that gratitude which 1 owed to the 
Polite behaviour of Joſeph; and, like people of 
Warmth and ſincerity, we contracted an intimacy on 
the ſpot; and I did not ſcruple to diſcloſe the fituation 
vof my affairs: which he no ſooner heard, than he ſaid. 
* undertake to procure a place ſox yo aud, in the 
14 5 me 
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mean time, don't fail to come and dine with me every 
day. You will fare better than at your eating houſe.“ 


The offer was too agrecable to a poor N 
to 


come out of a fit of illneſs, who had been uſe 

good living, to be rejected. I accepted the invita» 
tion, therefore, and recruited ſo well in that family, 
that, in fifteen days, I had the face of a Bernat dine 
monk. Melchior's nephew ſeemed to make up his 


pack rarely : but how could it be-otherwiſe? he had 


three ſtrings to his bow; was, at the ſame time, but- 
ler, ſteward, , and clerk of the kitchen; beſides (our 


friendſhip apart) I believe the comptroller of the 


houſe and he had a very good underitanding toge- 


ther. 


was perfectly recovered, when my friend Joſeph, 
ſecing me come in one day to dine as uſual, made up 
to me with a gay air, and ſaid, “ Signior Gil Blas, 1 
have a pretty good place in view for you. You muſt 


know that the duke of Lerma, prime miniſter of the 


Spaniſh crown, in order to devote himſelf entirely to 
affairs of ſtate, entruſts two perſons wü his own con- 
cerns, Don Diego de Monteler has the care of gather- 
ing his rents; and his houſhold expence is managed 
by Don Rodrigo de Calderona. Theſe two men, in 
whom he can confide, exerciſe their employments 
with abſolute authority, without the leaſt dependence 
on one another. Don Diego uſually keeps in bis ſer- 
vice two ſtewards to receive the caſh;; and as I under» 
ſtood, this morning, that he had dilmiſſed one of 
them, I have been to aſk the place for you. Signior 
de Monteſer, who knows me, and of whoſe friend. 
ſhip 1 may boaſt, has granted it, without any difficul- 
ty, on my recommendation of your morals and capa- 
city, We will go to his houſe this afternoon.” __ 

We went thither accordingly. 1 w.8 very grace 
ouſly received, and inſtalled in the employment af 
the ſteward, who had been diſmiſſed, His office con- 
ſiſted in viſiting the farms, keeping them in repair, 
and teciving the rents: ina word, I was. concerned 
an 
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in the country eſtate, and every month gave in my ac 
counts to Con Diego, who examined them with great 
attention, This was what I wiſhed, Although my! 
integrity had been ſo ilF repaid by my laſt maſter, I WT he 
was reſolved to continue always in the ſame path. 
One day having got notice, that a fire had happens 
ed in the caftle of Lernia, and that no more than one 
half of it had been reduced to aſhes, I went thither} 
immediately, to take an account of, the damage; and 
having informed my ſelf exactly, on the ſpot, of all 
the circumſtances-of the fire, I compoſed an ample re- 
lation of it, which Monteſer ſhewed to the duke of ff 
Zerma. This miniſter, notwithſtanding the affliftion Þ 
he was 1n, to hear ſuch bad news, was ſuck with the 
relation, and could not help aſking w ho was the author?'Þ 


news: 

Don Diego not only fatisfied kim in that particular, ec 
but alſo {poke ſo much in my favour, that his excel» Wo! 
lency remembered me fix months after, on the occa» ion 
ſion of a ſtory, which I am going to recount, and Wr:y 
without which, perhaps, I ſhould never have been Pan 
employed at court. Here it is: vit 
At that time, there lived in the ſtreet of the In- ol 
fantas, an old lady called Inelilla de Cantarilla, ha 
whoſe birth was not certainly known. Some ſaid ſai 


that ſhe was the daughter of a lute-maker ; and 
prog that her father was commander of the order 
of St. Iago. Be that as it will, ſhe was a. prodigy. 
Nature - beſtowed upon her the ſingular privilege of. 
charming the male ſex, during the whole courſe of 
her life, Which exceeded ſeventy-five years, She had 
been idolized by the noblemen of the old court, and 
faw herſelf adored by thoſe of the new. Time, that 
fpares not even beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her's 
in vain ; though he had withered it, he could not de- 
prive her of the power to-pleate :. a noble air, an en- 
chan'irg wit, and graces that were peculiar to her 

omg her inſpire the men with pallion, even in her old 


of the duke of Lorma's ſecretaries, called Don 
Valerie 
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alerio de Lnna, a cavalier of five and twenty, faw 
nelilla, and fell in love with her. He declared him- 
ſelf in the moſt paſſionate terms, and purſued his prey 
ith all the fury that love and youth can inſpire. 
The lady, who had her reaſons for not complying 
ich his wiſhes, did not know tow to moderate his. 
flame. Oue day, however, thinking ſhe had found 
he means, ſhe carried the young man-into her cloſet, 
and pointing to a eloek that ſtood upon a table, You 
ſee (ſaid the) what hour it is — on the fame day and 


all our did 1 come into the world, ſeventy five years 
re. go; and do you really think it becomes one of my 
ol Wa ze to be engaged in love intrigues? Recal your reafon, 
on ny cluld, and ſtifle thoſe ſentiments which are fo un- 


uitable both to you and me.“ At this ſenſible advice, 
ie cavalier, who no longer ackowledged the authori- 
ar, of reaſon, anſwered the lady, with all the impe- 


el: Naoſity of a man polſelſed by the moſt violent emo- 
”w ons, Cruel Ineſilla !'why have you recourſe to ſuch. 
and? 


rolous remonſtrances? Do you imagine that they 
een ran change you in my eyes? Don't flatter yourſelf 
vith ſuch a vain hope. While you are ſuch as I be- 

11d you, or While my view is faſcinated by the 
narm, I cannot ceaſe to love you.“ © Well then, 
ſaid ſhe) ſince you are fo obſtinate as to perſiſt in the 
eſolution of fatiguing me with- your addreſſes, my 
oule ſhall be no longer open to yon. I forbid you 
o come near it, and deſire to ſee you no more.“ 

You will, perhaps, believe after this, that Don Va- 
ello, diſconcerted at what he had heard, made au 
onourable retreat. On the contrary, he became ſtill 
ore importunate. Love produces the ' fame cffect 
n its votaries, as wine does. in drunkards. The cava- 
er begged, ſighed, and making a ſudden tranſition: 
rom inreaties to rage, attempted to enjoy by force, 
hat he could not otherwiſe obtain. But the lady re- 
iſting with courage, cried; with an air of indigna- 
on, “ Hold! traſh wretch ! T will ſoon bridie your 
pious arduur, Kuow that You are my log.” Don 
Valerie 
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Valerio was confounded at theſe words, which ut Fa 
_ pended the violence of his paſſion. But imagining 
that Ineſilla ſpoke thus only to be rid of his ſolicits 
tions, he anſwered, „ You have invented that fable 
to elude my deſires.” „ No, no, (laid ſhe, inter. 
Tupting him) I reveal a myſtery, Which 1 ſhould all 
ways have concealed, had not you reduced me to the 


neceſſity of diſcloſing it. Six and twenty years agaf — 
J was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your father... 
who was then governor. of Segovia, and you became nat 
the fruit of our mutual paſſion, He owned you fore, 


his ſon, gave you a good education; and although ht, 
had not been without other children, your good quals 
tics would have determined him to leave you a fon 
tune I, for my part, did not forſake you; as ſou} 
as you began to appcar in the world, 4 allurcd you u 
my houſe, in order to inſpire you with that polite be 
*haviour, which is ſo neceſſary to a gallant man, and} 
M hich women can only beſtow. I did more; I emf 
ployed all my credit to introduce you inte the primt| 
miniſter's ſervice. In ſhort I have intereſted myſel 
for you, as I ought to do for a ſan. After this de 
claration, take your own meaſures, If you can pv 
rify your ſentiments, and look upon me only as i 
mother, I do not baniſh you from any ſight, but wil 
treat you with all the tenderneſs J have hitherto pre 
ſerved : but if you are incapable of that effort 
which both nature and reaſon demand, fly this mr 
ment, and deliver me from the horror of your pit 
Hence.“ | 
While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, Don Valerie 
remained in profound ſilence. He ſeemed to recal 
his virtue, and endeavonr to vanquiſh himſelf; but 
he.meditated another deſign, and prepared a quite 
Aifferent ' ipectacle for his mother. Being unable 10 
conſole himſelf for the inſurmountable obſtacle that 
oppoſed his wiſhes, he baſely yielded 30 his deſpair! 
he drew his ſword, and plunged it in is on bole 

-puniſhyng himſelf, like auather Oedipus: with t 
difference 
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ference, that the Theban plucked out his own eyes, 
ut of grief for having commited the crime: whereas 


ful 
ning 


cite ne Caſtilian ſtabbed himſelf becauſe he could not 

fable ommit it. The MS SY 

4 40 The unhappy Don Valerio did not die immediate- 
al. 


y of the blow he had given himſelf : but had time to 
d the epent and aſk pardon of heaven, for having taken 
ga way his own life, As he left, by his death, a va- 
ther ancy in the poſt of ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, 
ame g nat miniſter, who had not forgot my account of the 
u for, nor the good character he had heard of me, 
h hoſe me to fill the place of this young gentleman, * 


uals 


for CHAP. II. 


1 il Blas is preſented to the duke of Lerma, who receives 
e bel in into the number of has ſ-cretaries; ſets him to works 
and! and is ſatisfied with his performance. 


"I ONTESER was the perſon who informed me 
wr of theſe agreeable news, and ſaid, © Friend 
74 Gil Blas, though I feel fome regret in loſing you, I 
> deggove you too well, not to be overjoyed at your ſuc- 
preßgeeding Don Valerio You will not fail to make a 
11 fine fortune, provided you follow two pieces of advice 
uu nich I have to give you. The firſt is, to appear fo 
N uch attached to his excellency, that he ſhall never 
Rouge oubt of your being entirely devoted to his will. 
Aud the ſecond is, to make your court to Signior Don 
Peg nodrigo de Calderona; for that man moulds the 
| ind of his maſter like wax. If you have the good 
uw_ fortune to acquire the good-will of that favourite ſe- 
; by etary, you will go a great way, ina very little 
bug time.” 
e Signior, (ſaid I to Don Diego, after having thank- 
ed him for his good advice) tell me, if you pleaſe, 
Don Rodrigo's character. I have often heard him 
ſpoke of, and repreſented bad enough; but I have 
not much confidence in the pictures which people 
draw ofthoſe who have poſts at court; though, ſome- 
| times, 
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times, -I-behieve they do not judge amiſs. Pray tel 
me then, What you think of Signior Calderona Þ 
Lau aſk me a very delicate queſtion, {rephiet the 
overſeer, with a ſatirical {mile) I would teil any body 
but you, without helftation, that hens a very honour. 
able gentleman, of an unblemiſhed character. But 1Wome 
will deal more frankly with you; for, beſides that LW. F 
believe you a young manjof difcretion, 1-think it 
duty toitalk to you openly of Don Rodrigo, fince | 
have adviſed you'to cultivate him with care; other} 
wile, I (hall only oblige you by half. dane 
vou muſt know then, that from a ſimple domeſie ie 
of his excellency, when he was only Don Francis de uo 
Sandoval“, this man has errived, by degrees, at the ſen: 
poſt of his firſt ſecretary. There never was a-prouder 8 \ 
man; he looks upon himſelf as the duke of Lerma's Wie! 
colicague, and; at bottom, he may be ſaid to ſhare Worc 
with him the authority of prime miniſter ; fnce he h. 
beſtows poſts end governmeh's on whom he-plealesf 
to oblige, This the public often murmurs at ; but 
he gives himſelf no trouble about the matter: pro-. 
vided an affair yields him a hand{ome preſent, he or 
bids. defiance to cenfure, You will caſily conceive, 
from what IT have ſaid, (added Don Diego) how you | 
are to behave to ſuch a haughty mortal.“ „“ O ye, n. 
(Taid I) leave that to me. It will be very unlucky in- 
deed, if I cannot gain his favour, When one knows ae 
the foible of a perſon whom he wiſhes to pleaſe, he WP": 
muſt be no conjurer if he fails of ſucceſs.” “ Well ]WO: 
then, freplicd Monteſer) I will now preſent you to 
the duke of Lerma.“ 21 
We went immediately to che houſe of that miniſter, re 
| | h whom en 


Francis de Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke 
WE .of Lerma, grandce of Spain, by three ſeveral claims, 
Was chief favourite and prime miniſter to Philip III. 
whom he governed with abſolute power for many 
years, but was at laſt diſgraced, October 4, 1618, and 
| died ſeven years after, in his retirement at Valladolid. 
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hom we found giving audience in a great hall, where 
ere was more company than at court. Here I ſaw 
ommanders and knights of Calatrava and St. Iago, 
oliciting tor governments and viceroyalties; biſhops 


dy WW ho, being ſickly at their own dioceſes, deſired to be 
ur. ade archbiſhops, only for the change of air; and 
it [Wome holy fathers of the orders of St. Dominic and 
TI.. Francis, who laid claim to the mitre with great hu- 
my nility. I likewiſe obſerved ſome hali-pay ofthcers, 
e | Fw ho acted the ſame part that Captain Chinchilla had 


formerly performed; that is, ſpent all they had in 
dancing attendance for a penhon. If the duke did not 
fig Me ratify all their deſires, he, at leaſt, received their pe- 
de Mitions with great affability; and I perceived that he 
the Manſwered wery politely to thoſe who ſpoke to bim. 
der I We waited patiently, until he bad diſpatched all 
1's rheſe ſupplicants: then Don Diego ſaid to him, “ My. 
ware Mord, here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that young man 
hom your excelleycy has choſen to ſupply the place 
ales of Don Valerio.” At theſe words, the duke caſting 
but his eyes upon me, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, 
That I had already merited it, by the ſervices I had 
he cone him.” He det warda cairied me into his clo. 
ive, et, to diſcourſe with me in private, or rather, judge af 
you my underſtanding by my converſation. He deſired to 
yes, now who I was, and the life I had hitherio led, e. 
in- acting of me a ſincere narration of the whole. What 
ows Be detail was this for me to give! there was no think» 
be ing of telling lies before a prune-miniſter of Spain. 
Vell On the other hand, Thad ſo many things to tell at the 
| to {Wexpence of my vanity, that I could not reſolve on a 
general confeſſion. How ſhould I extricate myfelf 
ſter, rom this embairaſſment? I took the reſolution of 
om Nembelliſhing the truth, in thoſe parts where it would 
have oftended, in its nakedneſs; but he did not fail to 
luke discover it, in ſpite of all my ſkill. Monſieur de 
ms entillane, (ſaid he with a ſmile, when I had finiſhed 
III. ny Hory) I ce you have been in your time, 2 little 


ape 


— 
ny 
. 

. 


and 7 9 . — 
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upon the picaro“ . I anſwered with a bluſh 
% Your excellency ordered me to be ſincere, and! 
have obeyed.” © I am obliged to thee for it, (be 
replied : go, my child, thou haſt come off very cheap. 
Iy. 1am aſtoniſhed that thou waſt not undone by il 
example. There are _ honeſt people who would 
have turned great rogues, had fortune put them to the 
ſame trials, | | | | 
Friend Santillane, (continued the miniſter) for. 
get thy paſt live; and remember, that thou now be- 
longeſt to the king. in whole ſervice thou wilt be em} 
ployed for the future. Follow me, and I will make 
thee acquainted with the nature of thy office.” He 
| carried me into a little cloſet adjoining to. his own, 
where I ſaw, upon ſhelves, twenty thick segiſters inf 
folio. * It is here {{aid he) where thou muit work 
Theſe regiſters. compoſe a dictionary of all the noblef 
families within the kingdoms and principalities of the 
Spaniſh monarchy. Every book contains, in alpha 
betical order, the abridged hiſtory of every gentleman: 
in which are recounted the ſervices which he and his 
anceſtors have performed to the ſtate, as well as the 
affairs of honour in which they have been engaged; 
There is alſo mention made of their fortune, their mo- 
rals, and, in a word, of all their bad qualities; fo 
that, when they come to ſolicit favours at court, I ſee, 
with one glance of my eye, whether or not they de: 
ſerve them. That I may have an exact information 
of all theſe things, I have penſionaries every where, 
who take care to get good intelligence, which they 
tranfmit to me in writing; but as their memorials are 
often diſſuſe, and ſtuffed with provincial modes of ex. 
preſſion, they mult be rendered more conciſe, and 
the dition poliſhed; becauſe his majeſty ſometimes 
orders theſe regiſters to be read to him. In this work, 
which requires a perſpicuous ſtyle, I willemploy thee 
this very moment.” 

4 


Picaro, a Spaniſh word ſignifying rogue, 
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So ſaying, he took out of a porto folio, full of pa- 
ts, a memorial, Whick he put into my hand; and 
ent out of my cloſet, leaving me at liberty to per- 
rm my coup d'eſſai. I read the piece, which ſeem- 
not only ſtuffed with barbarous terms, but even 
led with indecent paſſion; though it had been com- 
died by a monk in the town of Solſona, He there 
re to pieces, without mercy, a good Catalonian tas 
ily, and God knows if he ſpoke truth: it looked fo 
uch like a ſcandalous libel, that I at firſt made ſome 
ruple of working upon it; being afraid of making 
yſelf an accomplice in the calumny, Nevertheleſs, 
pvice as I was at court, I went on, at the hazard of 
Ws revcrence's ſoul; and placing all the iniquity, if 
ere was any in the caſe, to his account, began to 


ſhonour, in good Caſtilian 3 two or three 
nerations of honeſt men, perhaps. | 

I had finiſhed four or five pages when the duke, im- 
tient to know how I had performed, returned and 


id,“ Santillane, ſhew me what thou haſt done; I long 


ſee it: At the ſame time, throwing his eyes upon 
y work, he read the beginning with great attention; 
d tcemed ſo well ſatisfied, that I was ſurprized at his 
mmendation. ** Prepoſſeſſed as J was in thy favour, 
aid he) I confeſs thou haſt ſurpaſſed my expeRation; 
ou writeſt not only with all the clearneſs and diſtine- 
bn that I defired, but thy ſtile is al ſo ſpirited and 
ly; thou juſtifieſt the choice I have made of thy 
n, and conſoleſt me for the loſs of thy predeceſſor. 
would not have confined my eulogium to this, had 
not been interrupted by the arrival of his nephew 
Count de Lemos, whom his excellency embraced 

eral times, and received in ſuch a manner, as gave 

e to underſtand that he loved him with a tender 

ection. They ſhut themſelves up together, to talk 

private of a family affair, which I ſhall have occa- 
a to mention in the ſequel; and with which the 
niſter, at that time, ſeemed to be more engroſſed, 
an with the buſine ſs of the king. 
40 N D | While 
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While they were engaged together, I heard 
clock ſtrike twelve; and as I knew that the | 
ries and clerks quitted their offices at that hour, to 
and dine ſomewhere, I left my performance, a 
went out, not with a view of going to Monteſe 
houſe, for he had already paid my appointmerits, al 
I had taken my leave of him, but to the moſt fama 
ordinary at the couft-end of the town : a comm 
eating-houſe would not now ſervr my turn. Remes 
ber that thou now belongeſt to the king.“ Thelf 
words which the duke had pronounced, were let 
of ambition that every inſtant ſprung up in my foul, 


CH NF, 


He learns that his poft is not altogether without mortiful 
tions. His uneaſineſs at is piece of news, which obly 


Ir 
hea 


Aim to alter his conduct. 1 
er 

Was at great pains, when I entered, to lt Wc 

4 landlord know that I was ſecretary to the pm nin 
mmniſter: and in that quality, I'did not know wha V 
order for my dinner; I was afraid of beſpe np 
Tomething that might ſavour of the parſimony, Mut 
therefore bid him dreſs what he himfelf ſhould th ppc 
Proper. Accordingly, he regaled me in a ſumpu o 
manner, and I was ſerved with marks of reo lie 
which gave me ſtill more pleaſure than the good cer 
When the bill was brought, I threw piſtole upon le! 


table, leaving to the waiters one fourth of it at 
for ſo much remained over and above the recko en, 
After which, I ſtrutted away with ſuch geſture 
ſhewed that I was mighty well pleaſed with my rc 
perſon. 
About twenty yards from hence, there was all 
Houſe, in which noblemen that were ſtrangers 
 movly lodged, Here I hired an apartment, confili 
of five or ſix rooms handſomely furniſhed, as if1 
ready enjoyed two or three thouſand ducats ate 
aud even paid the firſt month per advance. 
N wall 
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wards, returning to work, I ſpent the whole afternoon 
continuing what I had begun in the morning. 
There were two more fſecretarics in a-cloſet next to 
ine; but they only tranſcribed What the duke gave 
hem to copy. With theſe I contracted an acquaint- 
nce that very evening, When we went out together; 
nd, in order to gain their friendſhip the ſooner, car- 
iced them to my tavern, whae I ordered for ſupper 
he beſt diſhes in ſeaſon, with the moſt delicate wines, 
We ſat down together, and began to converſe with 
ore gaiety than wit; for to do quſtice to my gueſts, I 
don perceived that they did not owe to their genius 
he places which they poſſeſſed. They were con- 
oiſſeurs, indeed, in the different kinds of hand-writ- 
g; but they had not the leaſt tincture of univetſity 
ducation. h 
To make amends for this, they underſtood their 
wn little intereſt to admiration; and were not 1o 
uch intoxicated with the honour of ſerving the prime 
iniſter, but that they complained of their ſituation. 
* We have (ſaid one of them) already exerciſed our 
mployment five months at our own- expence, with- 
ut tavching one farthing; and, which is worſe, our 
ppointments. are not regulated; nor do we know 
gon what footing we ate.“ * As for my part [ſaid 
ie other) I would with all my heart put up with 
wenty ſtripes, inſtead of-appointments, to be allowed 


pon ile liberty of engaging myſelf elſewhere ; for I dare 
at het retire of my own accord, nor demand my diſmiſ- 
Ron da, after the ſecrets with which T have been, entrult- 
turd cle I might chance to viſit the tower of Segovia, 


dr caſtle of Alicant.“ 

Ho do you make ſhiſt to live then? (ſaid I to 
hem :) I ſuppoſe you have fortunes of your own.“ 
= cv answered, they had very litele money ; but luck- 
only for them, they lodged. at the houſe of an honeſt 
; I I idow, who gaie them credit for their board, at the 
$ a e ſof one hundred piſtoles a year from each. All 

is diicourſe, of which I did not loſe one word, dif- 
D 2 fipated 
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ſipated in an inſtant the fumes of my pride: I c 
cluded that no more conſideration bed be paid 

me than to others; conſequently, I had no caule to} 

ſo much charmed with my poſt, which was not quif 
ſo ſubſtantial as I had imagined; and that, in ſhortl 
could not be too frugal of my purſe. Theſe reflectiq 
cured me of my extravagance. I began to repent 
having invited my fellow-ſecretaries, wiſhed the rep 
at an end; and, when the bill was brought, diſputs 

with the landlord on every article. 

My friends and I parted at midnight; becauſe 1 dg 
not preſs them to ſtay longer. They went home 
their widow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, which 
now was mad with myſelf for having hired; a 
which I firmly reſolved to leave at the month's en 
It was to no purpoſe for me to lie down on a god 
bed; my anxiety baniſhed all repoſe; and I paſſſ 
the night in contriving means of being paid byk 
majeſty for my work. I ſtuck, on this occaſion, | 
Monteſer's advice, and roſe with a reſolution of goi 
to pay my reſpects to Don Roderigo de Calderon. 
Was in a very proper diſpoſition to appcer before ſu 
a proud man, becauſe I found I had occaſion for | 
protection. 

I repaired then to the fecretary, whoſe lodgn 
communicated with that of the duke of Lerma, al 
even equalled it in magnificence: by the furnitun 
it would have been a difficult matter to diſtingul 
the maſter from the man. I ſent in my name, 
the ſucceſſor of Don Valerio; but for all that, 
waited in the anti-chamber upwards of an ho 
© Mr. New ſecretary, (ſaid I to myſelt at this jus 
ture) have a little patience, if you pleaſe: I find) 
| muſt dance attendance yourſelf, before you mal 
other people do fo.” The chamber door be 
opened at length, I entered, and advanced towat 
Don Roderigo, who having juſt finiſhed a billet do 
to his charming Sirena, was putting it into Pedrilli 


hands, I had never appeared before the archbiſt 


— 
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Grenada, the Count Galiano, nor even the prime 
nner, ſo reſpectſully as 1 preſented myſelf to the 
qu es of Signior Calderona, whom 1 ſaluted with a 
Wow to the very ground, begging his protection in 
ch ſubmiſſive terms, that cannot remember 
em without a bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
uned to "y prejudice, in the opinion of a real 
entleman ; but he was pleaſed with my grovelling 
ehaviour, and aſſured me, obligingly enough, that 
e would let flip no opportunity of doing me ſer- 
ice. 
I thanked him with great demonſtrations of zeal 


r his favourable ſentiments of me; and having 
en owed cternal attachment to him, took my leave 
Seer icar of incommoding him, and begged he would 
P Kcuſe me, if 1 had interrupted him in his important 
Y airs. As ſoon as had acted this mean part, I went 
M, | my office, where I finiſhed the taſk which had 
cn impoſed. The duke, who did not fail to come 
"na 


Lither in the morning, was no leſs pleaſed with the 
nd, han he had been with the beginning of my 
y work; and ſaid; „ This is extremely well: 


ite as well as thou canſt this abridged hillory in the 


dgin egiſter of Catalonia: after which, thou ſhalt take 
„ bocher information out of the porto-folio, and ma- 
tu dege it in the ſame manner.” I had a pretty 
neu on; converſation with his excellency, and was 


narmed with his ſweetneſs, aud ſamiliarity of be- 
aviour. What a difference was there beween him 


hoo": Calderona ! They were two figures ſtrongly con- 
75 raſted. 
4 


dined that day in an eating houſe for a moderate 
Xxpence, and reſolved to go thither in cognito ever 

evening until I ſhould ſee the effect of my complat- 
Wo 2ncc and ſervility. I had money ſufficient to main- 
| dolttin me three months, during which I reſolved to 
work at a venture; propoſing, as the ſhorteſt follies 
are the leaſt prejudicial, to abandon the court and 
all its tinſel, if I ſhould receive no ſalary before the 
D 3 expiration. 
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ſipated in an inſtant the fumes of my pride: I co 
cluded that no more conſideration would be paid 
me than to others; conſequently, I had no caule toh 
ſo much charmed with my poſt, which was not quiz 
ſo ſubſtantial as I had imagined; and that, in ſhort, 
could not be too frugal of my purſe. Theſe reflectiaſ 
cured me of my extravagance. I began terepent ij 
having invited my fellow-ſecretaries, wiſhed the repiſ 
at an end; and, when the bill was brought, diſput 
with the landlord on every article. | | 

My friends and I parted at midnight; becauſe I di 
not preſs them to ſtay longer. They went home 
their widow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, Which 
now was mad with myſelf for having hired; a 
which I firmly reſolved to leave at the month's en 
It was to no purpoſe for me to lie down on a god 
bed; my anxiety baniſhed all repoſe; and J paſk 
the night in contriving means of being paid byh 
majeſty for my work. I ſtuck, on this occaſion, 
Monteſer's advice, and roſe with a refolution of go 
to pay my reſpects to Don Roderigo de Calderoma, 
Was in a very proper diſpoſition to appcer before ſu 
a proud man, becauſe I found I had occaſion for! 
protection. 

I repaired then to the ſecretary, whoſe lodge 
communicated with that of the duke of Lerma, a 
even equalled it in magnificence: by the furnitut 
it would have been a difficult matter to diſtinguil 
the maſter from the man. I ſent in my name, i 
the ſucceſſor of Don Valerio; but for all that, 
waited in the anti-chamber upwards of an hou 
© Mr. New ſecretary, (ſaid I to myſelt at this jun 
ture) have a little patience, if you pleaſe; I find yo 

. muſt dance attendance yourſelf, before you mil 
other people do fo.” The chamber door bel 
opened at length, I entered, and advanced towan 
Don Roderigo, who having juſt finiſhed a billet dou 
to his charming Sirena, was putting it into Pedrilld 


hands, I had never appeared before the archbiſht 


x 


— 


GIL BLAS. Fo 


Grenada, the Count Galiano, nor even the prime 
iniſter, ſo reſpectſully as I preſented myſelf to the 


con 
d t 


0 If 


qu es of Signior Calderona, whom I ſaluted with a 
ort, Ow to the very ground, begging his protection in 
| 7 8 Seeing P 

to. h ſubmiſſive terms, that I cannot remember 
nt em without a bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
epihrned to my prejudice, in the opinion of a real 


entleman : but he was pleaſed with my grovelling 
chaviour, and aſſured me, obligingly enough, that 
e would let flip no opportunity of doing me ſer- 
ice. 

I thanked him with great demonſtrations of zeal 
or his favourable ſentiments of me; and having 
owed cternal attachment to him, took my leave 
or fear of incommoding him, and begged he would 
Kcuſe me, if I had interrupted him in his important 

airs. As ſoon as had acted this mean part, I went 
o my office, where I finiſhed the taſk which had 


gon impoſed. The duke, who did not fail to come 
na. ther in the morning, was no leſs pleaſed with the 
(un, han he had been with the beginning of my 
or | 


y work; and ſaid; „ This is extremely well: 
rite as well as thou canſt this abridged hillory in the 


diger of Catalonia: after which, thou ſhalt take 
„ WS oocher information out of the porto-folio, and ma- 
utuege it in the ſame manner.” I had a pretty 
gu on; converſation with his excellency, and was 
ne, aermed with his ſweetneſs, aud familiarity of be- 
at, WF” iv iour. What a difference was there beween him 
hou! Calderona ! They were two figures ſtrongly con- 
jung traſted. 

d y 


I dined that day in an eating houſe for a moderate 

"ex pence, and reſolved to go thither in cognito ever 
beißgevening until I ſhould ſee the effect of my complat- 
ance and ſervility. I had money ſufficient to main- 
tain me three months, during which I relolved to 
work at a venture; propoſing, as the ſhorteſt follies 
are the leaſt prejudicial, to abandon the court and 
all its tinſel, if I ſhould receive no ſalary before the 
| D 3 expiration 
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expiration. of that term. This, therefore, was my 
plan. I ſpared nothing, during two months, ty 
pleaſe Calderona; but he took ſo little notice of my 
endeavours, that diſpairing of ſucceſs, I changed my 
conduct towards him; and exerted: myſelf Wholly it 


profiting by thoſe moments of converſation which If 
had with the duke. | 


GT AF. Iv- 


Gul Blas gains the favour of the duke of Lerma, who ir 
truſts ham with a ſecret of great importance. 


A. Lthough his grace, to uſe the expreſſion, only 

"A juit appearcd before me, and vaniſhed again 
every day; 1 ſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo agreeablefj 
ta his excellency, that he ſaid to me one afternoon, 
© Hark*ye, Gil Blas, I like thy diſpoſition and under 
fianding, and have a regard for thee accordingly] 
Thou art a zealous faithful young fellow, extremely 
intelligent and diſcreet; ſo that 1 don't think I ſhall 
miſplace my confidence, if I beſtow it upon thee.” 
I threw myſclf on my knees when I heard theſe 
words; and after having reſpe&fully kiſſed one of 
his hands, which hc held out to raiſe me up, an-f 
{wered, „Is it poſſible then, that your exccllency 
can deign to honour me with ſuch extraordinary fe 
vour? What fecret enemics will your goodneſs raile 
up againſt me! But there is only one man whoſe 
hatred I drcad, and that is Don Rodrigo de Calde- 
10na,”? 

Thou haſt nothing to apprehend from that qua- 
ter, (replied the duke:) I know Calderona ; he has 
been attached to me from his infancy ;. and I may 
venture to fay, his ſentiments are ſo conformable to. . 
mine, that he careſſes thoſe whom I love, and hates wt 
thoſe who diſoblige me: inſtead of dreading his aver- WF" 
hon, thou may'ſt on the contrary, depend upon his en 
friendſhip.“ By this, I could plainly perceive, that 
& Signior Don Rodrigo was a cunning rogue, who had 

| got 
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m poſſeſſion of his excellency's ſoul :; and that I 


x K ald not be too cautious with, him. © © To begin 
m ded the. duke) with putting, thee in poſſeſſion of 


y confidence, I will diſcloſe to thee a deſign which 
ave projected; for it is neceſſary that, thou ſhouldſt 
informed of it, that thau mayſt acquit thyſelf the 
tter of the commiſſions in which I intend to em- 
oy. thee. I have a long time beheld my authority in 
neral reſpected, my diciſions blindly followed, and 
ir nmiſſions, cmployments, 8 viceroyal- 
., and beneſices, diſpoſed of, according to my 
iſh, I may be ſaid to reign in Spain; and it is 
poſſible to puſh. my fortune farther: but 1 would 
are it againſt the ſtorms that begin to threaten me z 
4, for that effect, want to have my nephew, the 
unt de Lemos, for my ſucceſſor in the miniſtry,” 
Here the duke obſerving that I was extiemely ſur- 
rized at what L heard, ſaid; © I ſee your furprize, 
ely WW otillane; you think it very ſtrange that I ſhould 
hall refer my nephev!/ te my own, ſoa the Duke d' Uze- 
c.: but you muſt know that this laſt has too narrow 
icſe genius to fill my place; beſides, I am his enemy: 
ole bas found the ſecret of being agreeable to the king, 
au- ho wants to make him his favourite: and this 1s 
ney hat 1 cannot bear. The favour of a ſovereign is 
{:. Ne the poſſeſſion of a woman whom we adore: a 
aiſle Miece of happineſs of which we are fa jealous, that 
ofe Ne cannot reſolve to ſhare it with a rival howeves 
de- Wonnctted to us with the ties of blood and friendſhip, 
I now diſclaſe to thee (continued his grace) the 
ar» Nery bottom, of my ſoul, I have already attempted. 
has ruin the duke d'Uzeda. with his majeſty : and as 
nay WF could not ſucceed, I have changed my battery. 
to deſiga that the Count de Lemos ſhall inſinuate 
tex imſelf into the good graces of the prince of Spain. 
er- eing gentleman of his bed-chamber, he has an op- 
his WI ortunity, af talking with him every moment; and 
hat Peſides that he docs not want, wit, I know a ſure: 


zethod. for him tg. ſucceed in that c. By. 
F. entergize., By 


& 
444 
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} 


omitting the term Szgnzor, He loaded me with cini 
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this ſtratagem, I will qppole my nephew to my{ 
and breed a diviſion between the two couſins, whit 
will oblige them both to court my ſupport, the aw 
of which will keep them ſuhmiſſive to my will 
This (added he) is my ſcheme ; and thy afliftang 
will be very ſerviceable to me: for I will alway 


tes, 


ſend thee to the Count de Lemos, and thou ſhalt 1 

port from him whatever he ſhall have occaſion hit 
impart.““ a he 5 
After this conference, which I regarded as rei ſo 
money, I no longer felt any diſquiet. At leni de, 


(Taid I to myſelf) I am under the ſpout ; a ſhower 

gold will certainly rain upon me; for it is impoll 
ble but that the confident of a man, who by wayt 
excellence, is called the great pillar of the Spam 
monarchy, ſhould be in a very ſhort time loadet 
With wealth.” Full of ſuch agreeable hope, I ſay 
With inditterence my poor purſe giving up the ghoſt, 


4 C H A P. V. 
il Blas is overwhetmed with joy, honour and diſtreſs, 


HE miniſter's affection for me was ſoon per. 
ceived ; for he affected to give marks of it i 
2 giving me the charge of his porto- ſolio, which 

e uſed to carry in his own hand to council. This 


N00 
novelty making people look upon me as a ſmall f elp 
vourite, excited the envy of ſeveral perſons; and e a 
the occaſion of my receiving a great deal of cout f t 
holy-water. My two neighbours the ſecretaries, were ug 
not the laſt in complimenting me upon my approach. O. 
ing greatneſs; and they invited me to ſup at their ing 
dow's, not fo much in return for my treat, as with ay 
a view to engage me in their behalf for the 'future, WW it 


I'was welcomed every where; even the haughty Dou he. 
Rodrigo changed his behaviour to me, and now call-WEnc: 
ed me nothing but Signier de Santillane; though, be rie 
fore that, he only favoured me with you, alway t! 


ley 


- 
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ties, eſpecially When he thought our patron might. 
bſerve him: Las I affare'you he had no fool to deal 
ith; I anſwered all his kindneſs with equal polite- 
eſs; and the more fo, the more 1 hated him in my 
eart; an old courtier could not have excelled me in 
his particular. | | 26 
I likewiſe accompanied my lord duke to court, 
hither he commonly went three times a day. In 
he morning, he entered his majeſty's bed-chamber” 
s ſoon as he was awake ; and kneeling by the bed 
de, difcourſed of thoſe things that were to be done 
the day; baving alſo diftated to his maſter what. 
to be ſaid, he retired : and returned immediately 
ſter dinner, not to talk on ſtate-affairs, but to con- 
erſe on entertaining fubje&s, and regale the king 
ith all the merry adventures which happened in 
ladrid, and of which he was always very early in- 
rmed. Laft of all, he viſited him, for the third 
me, in the evening, when he gave ſuch an account 
he thought proper of What he had done through - 
ie day; and in a careleſs manner aſked his majefty's 
rders for to-morrow, While he was with the king, 
remained in the anti chamber, where I ſaw people 
f quality devoted to the idol Favour, court my con- 
erſation, and think themfelves happy, if I entered 
Thüß o diſcourſe with them. How, after this, could 1 
| fc 1p thinking myſelf a man of conſequence ? There 
wa e a great many at court who have the fame opinion 
our? themfelves, upon a much more flender foun- * 
vereß non. Se. 
ach- One day, I had ftill more food for my vanity; the 
wi. ing, to whom the duke bad ſpoke very advantage- 
vitaßgally of my ſtile, was very curious to fee a ſpecimen 
ure, fit. Upon which, his excellency made me take up 
Done Catalonian regiſter, and carrying me into the pre- 
ace ordered me to read the firſt ſtory which I had 
be: ridged. If I was at fiſt diſturbed by the preſence 
2118 the prince, I was ſoon compoſed by that of the © 
iviWinilter; and read my performance, which bis ma- 
ks . jelty 
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jeſty heard with pleaſure. He expreſſed his fatisfae- 


tion, and even recommended me tothe miniſter's pro- 
tection. This did not at all diminiſh the pride 7 my 
heart; and the converſation which I had a few day 
after with the count de Lemos quite filled my head 
with the ideas of ambition, I went to this nobleman 
from his uncle, and finding him at the prince's coun; 
preſented to him a letter of credentials; in which the 
duke told him, that he might open himſelf to me, u 
to one who was perfectly well acquainted with their 
deſign, and choſen by hun-as their common meſſen. 
ger. The count having read this billet, .conduRted 
me into a room, and having locked the door, ſpoke 
in this mannef ; Since you enjoy the confidence of 
the duke of Lerma, I don't doubt that you deſerve it; 
and I oughy to make no difficulty in giving you mine 
alſo. You mult know then, that matters go on ſwim. 
iningly. The prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from 
all the noblemen who are perſonally attached to him, 
and who ſtudyta. pleaſe him, I had this morning a 
private converiation with him, in which he ſeemed 
chagrined at ſeeing himſelf, through the king's ava 
rice, unable to follow the dictates of his generow 
heart, or even to ſpend like a prince. On this occa- 
fon, I did not fail to lament his ſituation; and PY 
nting by the opportunity, promiſed to bring a thou 
ſand piſtoles to him at his levee to-morrow, as an 
1 of greater ſums which 1 have undertaken to 
furniſh him within a very little time. He wa 
charmed with my promiſe; and I am certain of cap- 
tivating his favour, if I keep my word, Go and tel 
theſe crrcumſtances to my uncle, and return in the 
evening, to inform me of his ſentiments of the 

matter.“ | | | 
1 quitted the Count de Lemos immgdiately, and 
went back to the duke of Lerma, who, on my re- 
port, {ent to Calderona for a thouſand piſſoles, which 
He gave me to cariy in the evening to the count, This 
A perfarmed ; laying io myſelf, O ho} I now le 
„5 plain 
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plainly what the infallible method is which the mini- 
ter takes to ſucceed in his enterprize : upon my {qul 
he is in the right; and, to all appearance, theſe pro- 
digalities will not ruin his fortune: I can eaſily gueſs 
from whoſe coffers theſe piſtoles are taken : but after 


» all, it is but reaſonable that the father*ſhould maiu- 
the ein the fon.” The Count de Lemos, when we part- 

ed, ſaid ſoftly, © Farewell, dear confident ; the prince 
Fr of Spain is a little amorous : you and I mult have a 
en conference on that ſubject one of theſe days: I fore- 
ye bee that ! ſhall have occaſion for your dexterity very 
ole ſoon.” I came home muſing on theſe words, which 
were not at all ambiguous, and which filled me with 
I joy. * The devil! {ſaid I) I am juſt on the eve of 
_ becoming Mercury to the heir of the kingdom.“ I 
im. did not examine into the goodneſs or badneſs of the 


office; the quality of the gallant laid my virtue 


Buy aſſcep. What glory was it for me to be made mini- 
4 iter of pleaſure to a great prince! “ Softly, Mr. Git 
br Blas (e ſolks will ſay) the buſineſs was only to 
wk make you deputy-miniſter. I own 1t : but at bottoms 
Ws the honour of both theſe poſts is equal, the difference 
ca lies in the profits only.“ 


While I executed theſe noble commiſſions, ad- 

"BY vancing every day farther and fafther in the good 
an i &'=<<s of the prime-miniſter ; with ſuch enchanting 
| 9 hopes, how happy ſhould I have been, if ambition 
had ſecured me from the craviags of hunger! More 

than two months had elapſed, ſince I had quitted my 
17 magnificent apartment, and hired a {mall chamber 
ell ©) frugally furniſhed. Although this gave me fome 
ide bain, 23 I came out early in the morning, and did 
not go home to bed before night, I bore my fortune 
paticntly. The whole day I appeared upon my 
theatre, that 1s, in the duke's houſe, and played the 
TY bart of a man of conſequence : but When I had crept 
Tun up into my garret, my importance vaniſbed, and no- 
thing remained but poor Gil Blas without money; 

and, which is worſe, without any thing that could 
8 D 6 fetch 
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ſetch it. Though 1 had not been too proud to diſco, 
ver my neceſſity to any body, 1 did not know one 
perion that could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, whom | 
had.negletied ſo much, ſince 1 turned courtier, that 
i had not aſſurance enough to make application to hi 
triendſhip. d had been obliged to ſell all my cloathy 
piece -· meal, except thoſe for which I had abſolute oc 
cation, I went no more to the eating-houſe, becauſe 
J had not wherewithal to pay my ordinary. How 
did I make ſhift then to ſubſiſt ? Every morning, a 
little bread and wine was brought into our offices for 
bodreakfalt: this was all that the. miniſter allowed 
ibis was all I ate through the day, and I generally 
Vent ſupperleſs to bed. 4 

Such was the ſituation of a man who ſhone at court, 
and who was more properly an obje& of compaſſion 
than envy. Nevertheleſs, I could no longer ſuſtain 
the weight of my miſery ; and at length determined 
to diſcloſe it, with addreſs, to the duke of Lerma, ay 
ſoon as an opportunity ſhould offer. Happily for me, 
I found an occaſion at the Eſcurial *, whither the king 
and prince repaired, {ume days alter I had come tg 
this reſolution, 


CHAP. VI. 


The manner in which Gil Blas informs the duke of Lerma 
of his neceſſity, and that miniſter”s behaviour on the 
occafion. 


| HILE the king was at the Eſcurial, he de- 
„ frayed the expence of every body; ſo that 
were I did not feel where the {hoe pinched : I lay in 


drid, built by Philip II, of Spain; who in his life time 
| expended no leſs than 5,270,000 ducats, in finiſhing 
and adorning tnis magnificent work, Here too is 3 
WE chapel in which are the tombs of all the Spaniſh mo- 
WE parchs, from Charles V, to the preſent time. | 
nf . : a wardrob 


uh | 


F. ſcurial, a royal palace about 6 leagues from Ma- 


l SAS. 
wardrobe, juſt by the bed-chamber of the duke; 


co. 
ne ho one morning, riſing as uſual at break of day, 
1 1 BWnade me take ſome papers and à ſtandith, and follow 


him into the palace-garden. We went and ſat down 


his under a tuft: of trees, where I put myſelf, by his or- 
thi aer, into the poſture of a man writing on the crown 
os of his hat; while he held in his hand a paper, which 
ule ne pretended to read; ſo tha, at a diſtance, we ſeem- 


d buſy in very ſerious affairs, though all the while 
we talked of nothing but triſles. 


for For the ſpace of an hour, I had diverted his excel- 
d ; Wlcncy with all the ſallies that my good humour could 
ily Wafford, when two magpies perching on the trees under 


which we ſat, began to chatter in ſuch a noiſy man- 
rt, ner, as attracted our attention. Theſe birds (ſaid 
on che duke) ſeem to ſcold one another: I ſhould be 
ain very glad to know the cauſe of their quarrel.” © My 
ied Wort, (ſaid I) your curiolity puts me in mind of.an 
Indian ſable, which I have rcad in Pilpay, or ſome 
ne, Woiher author of that kind.”** "The miniſter dehred to 
ng ear it, and I recounted it in theſe words: 
bo * Heretofore. a good mona;ch reigned in Perſia, 
vhoſe genius being not quite extenſive enough to go- 
ern his kingdom of himſelf, he left that care to his 
grand vihr Atalmuc, a man of ſuperior capacity, who 
lupported the weight of that vaſt monarchy, without 
the Nooping, and maintained.it in profound peace. He 
ad even the art of making the royal authority loved, 
ks well as feared ; and the. ſubjects enjoyed an affec- 
de» Wionate father in a viſir, who was faithful to his 
hat prince. Atalmuc had, among his ſecretaries, a young 
in WCachemirian called Zeangir, whom, he loved more 
nan all the others. He took pleaſure in his conver- 
Ma- aldion, carried him in his company to the chace, and 
me en diſcloſed to him his molt ſecret thoughts, One 
ing Ny while they hunted together in a wood, the viſir 
$ & eing two ravens croaking on a tree, ſaid to his ſe- 
no- W'ciary, + I with I knew what theſe birds are talking 
pl, ur their language,” „ Sigmior, (anſwered the 
a | Cache- 
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; Cachemirian) your wiſh may be accompliſhed! 
How can that be?“ (replied Atalmuc.) “ A cabs 
liſtical derviſe (ſaid Zeangir) taught me the language 
of birds. If you pleaſe, I will liſten to theſe, and 
repeat to you verbatim every thing that I ſhall hear, 
The viſir conſented; and the Cachemirian ap 
proaching the ravens, ſeemed to lend an attentive eat 
to their diſcourſe : after which, returning to his m 
ſter, © Signior, * he) would you believe it? w 
are the ſubject of their converſation.” * Impoſſibl 
{cried the Perſian miniſter) what can they ſay of us! 
„One of them, (replied the ſecretary) ſaid, Behok 
the grand viſir Atalmuc in perſon, that tutelary eag 
who covers Perſia like a neſt with his wings, and in 
ceſſantly watches for us preſervation. As a relaxation 
from his painful toils, he hunts in this wood with hi 
faithful Zeangir. How happy is that fecretary it 
ſerving a maſter who has ſo much affection for him!" 
„ Softly, (ſaid the other raven) ſoftly; don't too much 
extol the happineſs of that Cachemirian; Atalmug 


nini 
N ©, b 


'tis true, converſcs familiarly with him, honours hin 110 
with his confidence, and, I do not doubt, intends t a, 
give him a conſiderable poſt ; but, before that hap 1 - 
pens, Zeangir will die of hanger. That poor dev! 4; 
lodges in a ſmall paultry room, where he 1s in wall... 
of the common neceſſaries of life, In a word, It = 
lives in a miſerable manner, though no hody at cou wy 
perceives it. The grand viſir never thinks of inquit dd 
ing into his circumſtances; but, content with ente 
taining favourable ſentiments in his behalf, leay 4 
him, in the mean time, a prey to poverty.“ 
Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to obſerve il * 
duke, who aſked, with a {mile, what impreſſion thi ay 
apologne made on the mind of Atalmuc, and it wt * 
grand viſir was not offended at the preſumption & "7 
his fecretary, „No, my lord, (ſaid I, in great , 
fuſion at his queſtion) the fable ſays, that, on the co o” 


trary, loaded him with favours.” „ That W 
lucky, (replicd the duke, with a ſerious air) y 
892 minilte 
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5 niniſters would not like to be ſchooled. But (added 

m 32 breaking off the diſcourſe, and getting up) 1 be- 

— ieve the king will ſoon be awake, and my Gy. 
Wed” 


dbliges me to be near him-"" So ** , he wa 
aſtily towards the palace, without {peaking another 
yord, and very ill pleaſed, as I imagined, with the 
ndian fable. 

I followed him to the very door of his majeſty's 
ded-chamber ; after N went and put the pa- 
pers into the place from whence I had taken them, 
and then entered the cloſet where our two copying 
ecretaries were at work; for they were alſo along 
ith us.“ What is the matter with you, Signior de 
Santillane ? (ſaid they, when they ſaw me) you ſeem 
ery much diſturbed! Has any 1 accident 
happened to you?“ 

I was too much affected with the bad ſucceſs of my 


4. ppologue to conceal my grief: I recounted to them 
on” ft I had ſaid to the duke; and they expreſſed 
ber ſympathy in the ſharp afflition with which I 


as ſcized. You have great reaſon to be grieved, 
ſaid one of them) I wiſh you may be better treated 
han the ſecretary of cardinal Spinola, who, tired 
1th having received nothing during fifteen months in 
hich he was employed by his eminence, took the 


1. iberty one day, of repreſenting his neceſſity, and 
* craving ſome money for his ſubſiſtence,” * It is but 


juſt (laid the miniſter) that you ſhould be paid. Here, 
added he, giving him an order for a thouſand ducats) 
go and receive that ſum from the royal treaſury ; but 
remember, at the ſame time, that I have no $4 44s 
occaſion for your ſervice.” The ſecretary would 
have conſoled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had he 
touched his thouſand ducats, and being allowed to 
ſeek for buſineſs elſcwhere ; but, juſt as he went out 
of the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted by an algua- 
ail, and conducted to the tower of Segovia, where he 
has been a priſoner a long time.” 


This touch of hiſtory redoubled my fear; I be. 
EH lieved 
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lieved myſelf undone; and becoming inconfolable} 


began to reproach my own impatience, as if I had 
not fuffered enough. Alas! (fait I) why did 1 
riſk that unlucky fable which has di ſpleaſed the mi. 
niſter ? perhaps, he was juſt on the point of extricat. 
ing me out of my miferable — erhaps 
I was on the eye of making one of thoſe ſudden for: 
tunes which aſtonifſh mankind. What riches ! what 
honours have I Toft by own folly! I ought to have 
conſidered, that great men do not chufe to be anti- 
cipated, but defire that the leaſt gratifieations they are 
obliged to give, ſhould be received as their own free 
grace and favour. It would have been better for me, | 
to continue my ſlender regimen, without complaining 
to the duke, and-even to tet myfelf die of hunger, by 
which means the hlame would have lain on his fide,* 
If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks of hope, my 
maſter, whom I ſaw ein the afternoon, would have 
baniſhed them entirely; he was very ſerious with me, 
contrary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at all; a cir 
cumſtance that threw me into mortal diſquiet for the 
reſt of the day; ncither did I paſs the night in more 
tranquility, my ſorrow for feeing all my agreeable 
illufions vaniſh, and the dread of increaſing the num- 
ber of ſtate prifoners, made me groan and lament my 
condition tit} morning. | 
The next day was the criſis of my fate, The duke 
ordered me to be called in the morning, and I enter- 
ed his chamber, trembling like a criminal who 18 
going to receive ſentence. © Santillane, (faid he, 
ſhewing a paper which he held in his hand) take this 
order“ I quaked-at the word Order, faying to 
myſelf, O heaven! behold cardinal Spinola! the 
carriage is ready for Segovia”—The terror which 
ſeized me, was ſuch, that I interrupted the miniſter, 
and throwing myſelf at his fect, „My lord, (fad | 
all in tears) I moſt humbly beg, that your excellency 
will pardon my preſumption, it was neceſſity alone 
that compelled me to diſcloſe my fituation,” 4 
3 | e 


| CL BEL to 
The duke, who could not help laughing at my dif- 
order, anſwered, “ Be comforted, Gil Blas, and 


naen to what I am going to ſay— Although the diſco- 
-  vering thy neceſſities was a reproach to me, for not 
a BY having prevented them, I am not at all difobliged, 
POO my triend; I am rather angry with myſelf for having 
"omitted to aſk how thou liveſt. But to begin with 
"at making amends for this inattention, I give thee this 
we order for fifteen hundred ducats, which will be 
tt paid upon fight, out of the royal treaſury. This is not 
are BY ai! ; 1 promiſe thee the ſame ſum annually, and be- 
re des, when people of wealth and generoſity ſolicit 
ne, thy intereſt, I do not forbid thee to 2 in their be- 
ing halt.” * | 

by In the extaſy occaſioned by theſe words, I kiſſed 
6 me feet of the miniſter, who aper commanded me 


my to riſe, continued to diſconrſe with me in a familiar 
ave manner. 1 attempted to recal my good humour, but 
me, BI could not make ſuch a ſudden tranſition from grief to 
en oy. I was as much confounded as a wretch who is 
the informed of his pardon, in the very minute, when he 
ore expected his execution. My maſter aſcribed all this 
bie Mfagitation, to the fear of having incurred his difplea- 
um- ſire, though the dread of 1 impriſonment 
my ad no leſs a ſhare in my diſcompoſute. He confeſ- 

ſed, that he had affected coolnefs towards me; to ſee 
uke' {Whether or no 1 ſhould be afflicted at the change; 
er- Nhat from this he was convinced of my fincere attach- 
0 1 Wacnt to his perſon, for which he loved me the more. 
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- to e good uſe to which he put his fifteen. hundred ducats 
the firſt affair in which he intermeddled,cand the profit - 


from thence accruing. 


ſter, HE king, as if he had intended to gratify my 
id | impatience, returned the very next day to Ma- 
ency id; upon which, I flew inftantly' to the royal 
lone Nre⸗ſury, where I immediately touched the ſum con- 


ancd in my order. I now liſtened to nothing but 
my 
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my vanity and ambition; I abandoned my muſers 
ble room to thoſe ſecretaries. who are {till ignorant 
of the language of birds, and once more hired my 
fine apartment, which was Juckly untenanted. I ſent 
for a famous taylur, who, worked for almoſt all the 
beaus; he took my meaſure, and carried me toa 
ſhop. where he took off five ells of cloth, which (he 
ſaid) was barely ſufficient to make a ſuit for me. Five 
ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh taſte! juſt heaven! 
but let us ſpare our cenſure. Taylors of reputation 
always uſe more than others. I then bought ſome 
linen which I wanted very much, filk ſtockings, and 
a beaver laced with point d'eſpagne. This being 
done, I thought it would not look well for me to be 
without a lacquey, and deſired Vincent Forera, my 
landlord, to accommodate me with one of his own, 
recommendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers, who lodg- 
ed with him, uſcd, on their arrival at Madrid, to 
take Spaniſh valets into their ſervice, by which means 
his houſe was the rendezvous of all the lacqueys out 
of place. The firſt that preſented, himleli, was a, 
young fellow of ſuch a ſoft devout appearance, that 
I would have nothing to do with him; he looked too 
much like Ambroſe de Lamela. I don't, want 
(faid I to Forero) a valet of ſuch a religious deporte 
ment; I have been already bit by ſuch another, 
Scarce had I diſmiſſed this lacquey, When another 
came 1n, of a very ſprightly appearance, as impudent 
as a court page, with {omething roguiſh in his looks, 
Pleaſed with his outſide, I put ſome queſt ons to 
him, which he anſwered with ſpirit. I obſerved 
that he was of an intriguing dipofon, and looking 
upon him as a ſubject pat for my purpole, engaged 
him immediately. I had no cauſe to repent of my 
choice; nay, I perceived, in a very little ame that l 
had made an admirable acquiſition. As the duke 
had permitted me to ſpeak to him, in favour of peo- 
ple whom 1 wanted to ſerve, and I was relolved not 


to neglecꝭ this permaſhon ; I had o aeM for a yd 
” | c 
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all to diſcover the game; that is, an induſtrious, 
pleaſant fellow, proper to find out, and allure thoſe 
tho had favours to alk of the prime miniſter : this 
office was quite the maſterpiece of Scipio (ſuch was - 
ny lacquey's _—_ who had been in the ſervice of 
onna Anna de Guevara, nurle to the prince of, 
Spain, where he had excerciſcd that talent to ſume 
purpoſe, A | | 5 
As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, and that I 
10uld be glad to uſe it to the beſt advantage, he ſet 
o work, and that very day ſaid to me, * Signior I 
ave made a pretty good diſcovery; a young gentle- 
an of Grenada, called Don Roger de Radg, is 
ome to Madrid on an affair of honour, which obliges. 
im to ſohcit the duke of Lerma's protection, and he 
s willing to pay well for the favour he ſhall obtain; 
have already ſpoke with him, and found him deſir- 
dus of applying to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, 
yhoſe power he had heard greatly extolled ; but I 
ave changed his intention, by aſſuring him that Cal- 
lerona ſells his good offices at an extravagant rate; 
vhereas you content yourſelf with a moderate gratifi- 
ation for yours ; and that you would even employ 
hem gratis, were you in a condition that permitted 
ou to follow your generous and diſintereſted ineli- 
ation: in ſhort, I ſpoke ta him in ſuch a manner, 
s that you will ſee the gentleman at your levee to- 
,orroOw morning. How! (ſaid 1) Mr. Scipio, yo 
ave already done a great deal of work, I perceive 
at you are no novice in matters of intrigue; and 
m ſurprized that you have not made your fortune.“ 
That ought not to ſurprize you; (he rephed) I lo“ 
make money circulate, and never hoard up what I 
TRL | 150 
Don Roger de Nada actually came to my lodgings, 
di received him with politeneſs mixed with pride,” 
Signior Cavalier (ſaid I) before J engage to ſerve 
u, I muſt know the affair of honour that brings 
bu to court; for it may be of fuck a nature; _— 
al C 
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dare not ſpeak to the prime miniſter in your behalf; 
make therefore, if you pleaſe; a faithful report of it 
and be aſſured that I will enter warmly into your in- 
terelts, provided a man of , honour may elpouſe 
them,” „ With all my heart, (replied the young 
Grenadine) I will ſincerely recount, my ſtory.” A 


the ſame time, he related it as follows. | a 
c HAP. VI. © ms 
The hiſtory of Don Roger de Rada. 3 


ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Grenadine gentleman, 

lived happily in the town of Antequera, wih“, 
Donna Eſtcphania his wife, who together with unble 
miſhed virtue, poſſeſſed a gentle diſpoſition and a great 
ſhare of beauty. If ſhe had a tender affection for ha 6 
huſband, he was allo diſtractedly fond of her, and be: - 


ing naturally addicted to jealouly, (though he had nd f. 5 
the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect her fidelity) was not without ˖ : 
diſquiet. He was afraid ſome ſecret enemy of his rf" 

ole, made attempts upon his honour; he diftruſtedy/* 
all his friends, except Don Huberto de Hordales, whofi 100 
had free acceſs to his houſe in quality of Eflephanv - 
couſin, and who, indeed, was the only man he ougit a 


to have ſuſpected. 

Don Huberto actually fell in love with his Kinſso gig 
man, and had preſumption enough to declare his pal; © 
fon, without regard to ties of blood, or the particulat 
friend ſhip ſubſiſting between him and Anaſtaſio. I 
lady being a woman of diſcretion, inſtead of makin; 
a diſcovery which might have been attended with me 
lancholy conſequences, reprimanded her relation wil 
gentleneſs, repreſented to him how much he was 
blame, in attempting to ſeduce her and diſhonour he 
huſband ; and told him very ſeriouſly, that he. mul 
not flatter himſelf with the hope of ſucceſs; ,_ 

This moderation ſeemed only to inflame the caval 
the more; and imagining that he muſt puſh things! 

N : ext 
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xtremity with a woman of her character, he began 
o behave very diſreſpectfully to her, and one = 
had the audacity to preſs her to ſatisfy his deſire. She 
repulſed him with an air of ſeverity, and threatened to 
ſe make Don Anaſtaſio puniſh his raſhneſs. The gallant 
an errified at this menace, promiſed to {peak no mote of 
es paſſion, and on the faith of that promiſe, Eſtepha- 
nia pardoned what was paſt, a 
Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked 
man, could not behold his love ſo ill repaid, without 
conceiving a baſe defire of being revenged. He 
knew the jealous temper of Don Anaſtaſio, to be ſuſ- 
ceptible of any impreſſion which he had a mind to 
”F give; and he needed no more than this intelligence 
11 to form the blackeſt deſign that ever entered into the 
"BY heart of a villain. One evening, while he and this 
oy weak huſband were walking together, by themſelves ; 
10 he ſaid to him, with a melancholy air, „ My dear 
"{Wfricnd, I can no longer live without revealing to you 


lf; 
fi 


In- 


hs a ſecret, which I would have kept for ever from your 
ug raowledge, were not your honour dearer to you than 
* your repole ; but your dclicacy and mine in point of 
N 8 injuries, permits me not to conceal what paſſes at your 
eg houſe; prepare to hear a piece of news, which will 
1 give you as much ſorrow as ſurprize, for I muſt touch 
uta you in the tendereſt part.” 

c “ I underſtand you, (ſaid Don Anaſtaſio, already 
| * diſcompoſed) your couſin is unfaithſul.” © I no 
25 longer own her for my couſin, (replied Hordales, with 


Ian air of indignation) I renounce her: for ſhe is un- 
Wworthy of ſuch a huſband.” „ 'Tis too much to 


* make me languiſh in this manner, (cried Don Anaſta- 
10 ſio: ſpeak : what has ſhe done?“ © She has betrayed 


you, (anſwered Huberto; you have a rival, whom ſhe 
entertains in private: but I know not his name; for 
the adulterer, by the favour of a dark night, concealed 
his perſon from thoſe who obferved his retreat. All 
I know 1s, that you are deceived : that I am certain 
of, The concern which I ought to have in this * 
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Put too well verifies my report. Since 1 declare my. 
ſelf againſt Eſtephania, I muſt be well convinced d 
Her infidelity, | 
» It is in vain, (added he, obſerving that his di. —+- 
courſe had the deſired effect) it is in vain for me H pre 
tell you more. I perceive that you don't deſerve ber 
ingratude with which your love is repaid; and th he 
you aneditate gut vengeance on the guilty. I will na do 
oppoſe your deſign. Never examine who the vicin (an 
is, whom you intend to ſtrike; but ſhew to the Wh dic 
city, that there is nothing which you cannot ſacrifice ſip: 
to your honour.” | tha 
The traitor thus animated a too credulous huſb ul mit 
againſt an innocent wiſe, and painted in ſuch lu but 
colours the infa my with which he would be cover pur 
if he ſhould leave che injury unpuniſhed, that he g ed 
mad with revenge. Don Anaſtaſio having loſt h 
judgment, ſcemed actuated by the ſuries, and we 
home, with a reſolution to ſtab his unhappy wilt 
who was juſt going to bed when he came in. I 
conſtrained bimſelt at firſt, and waited until the 6 
vants were withdrawn: then, unreſtricted by the ſe 
of heaven's wraih, by the diſhonour he was going 9 
reflect upon his family, and even by the natural pi 
Which he ought to have felt for an infant, which h 
wife had already carried fix months in her womb, Wil her 
approached the victim, ſaying, in a furious ton: 
% Thou muſt dic, wretch! thou haſt but a moment i 
live; aud that my genctolity allows thee, ſo ſpend 
a prayer to heaven, to partloa the outrage thou hl 
committed againſt me: for I wouid not have thee lok 
thy ſoul, as thou halt loſt thy honour.“ So ſaying,! 
unſheathed his poinard. His action and diſcourſe car 
rined Eftephania, who falling at his feet, and Slap hai 
her hands, ſaid to him, in the utmoſt aſtoniſhmenll fra: 
„What is the matter, Signior! what cauſe of dich the 
tent have I been fo unhappy as to give you? Will off 
would you take away the life of your ſpouſe? If gi. 
ſuſpect her of infidelity, indeed you gre miſtaken.” 
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« No, no! (che jealous huſband baſtily replied) I 


am but too well aflured of your falſhood : thoſe h 
iuſotmed me are credible perſons. Don Huberto.“ 
% Ah, Signior! (ſeid he, interrupting him with 
precipitation) you have reaſon to diſtruſt Don Hu- 
bertv. He is leſs your friend” than you imagine: if 
he has ſaid any thing to the prejudice of my virtue, 
do not beteve him.“ „ Peace; infamous woman! 
(anſwered Dom Anaſtaſid) by endeavouring to preju- 
dice me againſt Hordales, you juſtify, inſtead of diſ- 
ſipating, my ſuſpicions. Von endeavour to render 
that relation ſuſpected, becauſe he is informed of your 
miſconduct: you want to invalidate his teſtimony; 
but that artifice is in Tam, and redoubles my deſire of 
puniſhing your guilt.“ „ My dear hufband! (refam- 
ed the innocent Eſtephania, weeping bitterly) diſtruſt 


your own blind rage: if you follow its emotions; you 
will commit an action, Which it will not be in N 
power to atone, When once you are convinced of 
your injuſtice. In the name of God, quiet your tranſ- 
ports: at leaſt, give yourſelf time to clear up your 
ſufpicions, and dv juſtice to a wife, who has no crime 
to reproach herſelf with.” 

Any other than Anaſtaſio would have been moved 
with theſe words, and fill more with the afflition of 
her who pronounced them; but he, cruel man! far 
from being melted at her diſtreſs, once more bade the 
lady recommend herſelf quickly to God, and even 
lifted up his arm to 'ftrike. **+ Hold, barbarian ! 
(cried ſhe) if thy love for me is entirely extinguiſhed ; 
if the marks of tenderneſs, which I bave laviſned upon 
thee, are effaced from thy remembrance; if my tears 
cannot divert thee from thy execrable deſign; at leaſt, 
have ſome regard to thy own blood. Arm not thy 
frantic hand againſt an innocent, who has not yet ſeen 
the 3 thou canſt not be its executioncr without 
offending heaven and caith. As for my part, I for- 
give thee my death: but be affured, the blood % * 

44 Wen vide 
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babe will cry for vengeance upon ſuch a horrible 


deed,” i u | 3 : 
However determined Don Anaſtaſio was, to pay ng 
attention to what Eſtaphania might ſay, he could ng 
help being moved by theſe dreadful images, which 
her laſt words preſented to his thought, Wherefore, 
as if he had been afraid that his emotion would be 
tray his reſentment, he haſtened to take an advantag 
of the fury that remained in his heart, and plunged 
his poignard into the right ſide of his wife, quitted hy 
. houſe immediately, and fled from Antequera. 
Meanwhile, the unfortunate lady was ſo ſtunned 
with the blow which ſhe had received, that ſhe lay 
ſome minutes on the floor, without any ſigns of lite; 
afterwards, recovering. her ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch 
plaints and lamentations, as brought an old maid-ler 
, vant into the rocm. As ſoon as this good we 
man ſaw her miſtreſs in ſuch a piteous condition 
he waked the reſt of his domeſtics, and even the 
neighbours with her cries. . The chamber was oat 
filled with people; ſurgeons were called; they ext 
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1 . mined her wound, and had good hopes of her rech . 
_ voy. They were not miſtaken in their conjectute i. 
bor, in a little time, they cured Eſtephania, who wall 1. 
1 i happily delivered, three months after this cruel ett 
venture, of a ſon, Sigmor Gil Blas, whom you no ire 
_ fcc. I em tbe fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. Na 
Although ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a woman's vartu 5 
it reſpected that of my mother; and this bloody ſce d 
N vas looked upon in town as the groundleſs tran{pon 0 
of a jealous huſband, My father, 'tis true, Wee 
| known to be a violent man, very apt to take umbraghls 
without cauſe,  Hordales concluded, that his King 
man ſuſpected him of haying diſturbed the mind d 
Don Anaſtaſia with falſe ſtories; and ſatisfed wills 
being at leaſt, half revenged, left off viiiting hag . 
Not to tire you, fir, I will not enlarge upon the pu yi 


. ticulars of my education; but only obſerve, that 1 
Mother's principal care was to have me tony | 
cnc 
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ace : and I accordingly learned that exerciſe a loh 
me, in the moſt celebrated ſchools in Grenada an 
ville, She waited with impatience, until I was old 
nough to meaſure my ſword with that of Don Hu- 
erto, before the informed me of the cauſe ſhe had to 
omplein of him: then, I being in my eighteenth 
car, ſhe imparted to me the whole ſtory ; not with- 
ut ſhedding tears in abundance, and appearing af. 
ted with the moſt violent forrow. What impreſ- 
d by n muſt a mother, in that condition, make on a ſony 
ho neither wanted courage nor ſentiment? I went 
neo tantly and challenged Hordales to a private place, 
i here, after a pretty obſtinate combat, I ran him 
rough the þpdy in three places, and left him breath- 
ſs on the ſpot. | 
Don Huberto finding himſelf mortally” wounded, 
| ed his laſt looks upon me, and ſaid he received the 
due 2th 1 had given him, as a juſt pecan for the 
ime he had commuted againſt the honour of my 
other. He confeſſed that he had reſolved upon her 
ſtruftion, to be revenged of her ſcorn; and expir- 
| aſking pardon ef heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtepha- 
a, and me. I did not think proper to return, in 


der to inform my mother of what had happened ; 
elt that to fame; and paſſing the mountains, re- 
nei red to Malaga, where I embarked with the cap- 
Na of a privatcer, juſt ready to ſail on a cruize. He 


ought I did not look like one who wanted courage, 
d gladly conſented that I ſhould join his volunteers, 
We ſoon found an opportunity of ſignaliaing our. 
ves. Near the iſland of Albouran, “ we met a cor- 


obrat r of Mellila, in her return to the coaſt of Africa, 
* th a Spaniſh ſhip richly laden, which ſhe had taken 
f * * Albouran, a ſmall iſland in the Mediterranean, 
4 7 the coaſt of the * of Fez, Mellil ais a little 
5 y in the ſame part of Barbary, 
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off Carthagena +. We'vigorouſly attacked the Af 
ean, and made ourſeives maſters of both/ſhipsy/i 
which we found fourſcore chriſtians, whom th 
were nog as ſlaves to Barbary, Then taking ad 
vantage of a favourable wind that ſprung up for th 
coaſt of Grenada, we arrived, in a little time, a 
Punta de Helena. | 
While we aſked the flaves whom we had delivered 
the places of their nativity, I put that queſtion to 
man of a good mein, who ſeemed to be about fil 
years of age. He anſwered with a ſigh, that he wy 
from Antequara. T felt a ſtrange emotion at his 
ply, without knowing wherefore; and he perceiving 
it, was remarkably dilturbed in his turn. “ 1 
(ſaid I) your towniman : may I aſk the name of you 
iamily ?**” „ Alas! (he rephed) you renew my gne| 
| by deſiring me to gratify your curioſity. Eightee 
years ago I quitted Antequera, where 1 cannot bee 
membered without horror: you, yourſelf may, pet 
haps, have heard of me but too often: my name 
Don Anaſtaſio de Rada“. Juſt heaven {cried I) e 
I believe my own ſenſes > What keis this Don An 
ſtaſio, my own father, whony F ſce!“ „ What 
that you ſay, young man? {cried he in his turn, look 
mg at me with ſurprize) is it poſſible that you are ij 
unhappy infant which was in its mother's womb, 
when 1 facrificed her io my fury? © Ves, my! 
ther (faid I) I am he whom the virtuous E ſtephani 


+ Carthagena, or new Carthage, an ancient city, i 
the kingdom of Marcia, ſituated on the coaſt oft 
Mediterranean ſea. It was built by a colony of tl 
Carthagininans. and taken by Scipio, 210 years bels 
the birth of Chriſt. Here it was that great comma 
der gave that admirable proof of his moderatidt 
which hath been tranſmitted to poſterity in the ile 
of the beautiful captive whom he ſo generouſly reſtoꝶ 
to her lover. | | 
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e onght into the world three weeks, after that f tal 
ought, on which you left her weltering in her blood.“ 
they Don Anaſtæſio, before I had finiſhed theſe words, 
en upon my neck, claſped me in his arms, and, for 


tel whole quarter of an hour, we. did nothing but mingle 
e eur ſighs and tears. After having, yielded to thoſe 
ender emotions, that ſuch a meeting could not fail to 
red reife, ny father lifted-up his eyes, and thanked heaven. 
to or having preſerved the life of Eltephama. But, a 
i woe after, as if he had been afraid of giving thanks 
 wallMuoſcalonably, he aſked in what manner the innocence 
ot bis wife had been praved... ** Signior, ſaid 1) no- 
win body but you ever doubted it: her conduct was ab 
an ways irreproachable. I wil diſabuſe you: you mu 
you know, that you was ampoſed upon, by Dog Huberto.” 
ond. then recounted the whole ut that relation's perßdy, 
the vengeance I had taken, and the confeſſion he made 
at his death. My father was not ſo much pleaſed with the 
recovery of his freedom, as with the news I told. In 
the exceſs of his joy, he began to embrege me again, 
with tenderneſs. and tran{port, and could. not help 
expreſſing his fatisfattion with regard to my conduct.“ 
come, my ſou, (ſaid he) let us haſten to Antequera. . 
I burn, with impatience, to throw myſelf at the feet of 
a wife whom I have ſo unworthily treated. Since you 
have made me acquainted with my own injuſtice, my 
heart is torn with remorſe !”? £4” Wis 
I was too eager to bring together perſons who-weze- 
ſo dear to me, to retard the happy moment: I quit» 
ted the privateer, and with my ſhare of the prize we 
had taken, bought two mules at. Adra, my father be- 
ing unwilling to expoſe himſelf again to the dangers - 
of the ſea. He had leiſure enough on the road to re- 
late his. adventures, which 1 heard with. as greedy at- 
tention as that which the prince of Ithaca paid to 1 5 
of the king his father. In ſnart, after having travell- 
ed ſeveral days, we gained the foot of a mountain, in 
me neighbourbood of 125 where we halted 4 
2 an 
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and reſolving to go home privately, did not enter Hoge 
town till midnight, 

I leave you to gueſs the ſurprize of my mother, 
the return of a huſband, whom ſhe thought for eve 
loſt ; and the miraculous manner (if I may be allowel 
the wa er in which he was reſtored, became u. 
other cauſe for her aſtoniſhment. He aſked pardoy 
for his barbarity, with ſuch genuine marks of repen 
ance, that ſhe could not help being affected with 
taem ; and, inſtead of regarding him as an aſſaſſin 
looked upon him as a man to whom heaven had ſub. 
jected her will; ſo ſacred is the name of huſband tog 
virtuous woman! | 

Eſtephania had been ſo anxious on my account, 
that ſhe was overjoyed at my return. But her ples 
ſure was not without allay : the ſiſter of Hordales hal 
begun a criminal progreſs againſt the murderer of het 
brother, and cauſed me to be ſearched for every whert, 
in ſuch a manner, that my mother knowing how ins 
ſecure I was at home, ſuffered great uncaſineſs, which 
obliged me to ſet out, that very night for court, When 

I come, Signior, to ſolicit my pardon, which I hope 
to obtain, ſince you defirn to ſpeak to the prime-myMIC!! 
niſter in my behalf, aud to N me with youll 7 
whole credit,” 
© The valiant fon of Don Anaſtaſio here finiſhed hy 
narration; upon which I faid to him, with an air d 
importance; „ Enough. Signior Don Roger, the calc 
ſeems pardonable: I undertake to commanicate yo 
affair to his excellency, and I will venture to promis 
you his protection.“ The Grenadine, upon this & 
ſurance, launched out into a world of thanks, whit 
would only have entered at one ear and gone outl 
the other, had he not aſſured me, that whatever i 
vice I ſhould do him, would be cloſe followed by N hon 
"acknowledgement. As ſoon as he touched on thi 
firing, I put myſelf in motion, and that very day 
counted his ſtory to the duke, who having permit 
'-me to introduce the cavalier, ſaid to him, “ Del 
17 | Roge), 
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doger, 1 am informed of the affair that brought you to 
ourt; Santiliane has told me every circum z 
make yourſelf eaſy, you have done nothing that is not 
xcuſable ; and it is particulerly to thoſe gentlemen 
ho revenge their injured - honour, that his majeſty. 
oves to ſhew favour, For the fake of form, you 
uſt go to priſon ; but be aſſured, you ſhall not con- 
inue in it long. Your friend Santillane will take 
are of the reit, and ſoon procure your enlarge» 
ent.“ a 


ſub. Don Roger made a profound bow to the miniſter, 
to; Mon whoſe word he ſurrendered himſelf, His pardon, 
dy my care, was expedited in a very little time; for , 
unt in leſs than ten days, 1 ſent this new Telemachus 
les home to his Ulyſſes and Penelope; whereas, had he 


hal been withont a protector, he would not, perhaps, 
het have been quit for a whole year's impriſonment. I 
ers, touched no more than a hundred piſtoles for my good 
; in. Woffices : ſo that it was not a great catch. But 1 was 
hich not yet a Calderona, to deſpite ſmall matters. | 
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me Blas finds means to make a conſiderable fortune in 
youu 4 zery ſhort time, and gives hem ſe great atrs at- 


1h cordingly 

1 

ir of HIS affair quickened my appetite; and ten 
| cal piſtoles which I gave to Scipio, for his right 


your Mo! —_ 46 encouraged him to go upon the ſcent 
again, I have already extolled his talents im. this 
way : he might have — juſtly entitled the great 
Scipio. The ſecond cuſtomer he brought, was a 
printer, who. in deſpite of common ſenſe, had en- 
nched himſelf by books of knight-errantry. This 
Vi boneſt tradeſman had pirated a work belonging to 
i tha {Wanother printer, and his eddition was ſeized. For 
yu bree hundred ducats, he obtained, through m 
uittel ig means, a replevy, and eſcaped a large fine, Thoug 
Dane miniſter, properly ſpeaking, had no þufineſs 
E 3 with 
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with this affair, his excellency, at my requeſt; we 
fo' good as to interpoſe his authority. After tht 
=, a merchant paſſed through my hands, d 
he following occaſion. A Portugueze ſhip had beet 
if taken by a corſair of Barbary, and after wards re 
= taken by a privatcer of Cadiz. Two thirds” of the 
loading belonged to'a merchant of Liſbon, wh hit 
ing reclaimed it in vain, came to court, in queſt oft 
patron, who had credit enough to cauſe reſtitution 
to be made. I intereſted myſelf in his behalf, af 
he got poſſeſſion of his effects, in conſideration of 
prvkcti which he made me, of four hundred pf 
toles, for my protection. 82 
Methinks I hear the reader cry in this place, Bri 
vo, Monfieur de Santillane, put hay into your boots} 
you are in a fine road, puſh your fortune O! "thi 
J will, I warrant you I fee, if Jam not miſtake), 
my valet coming with a new prize, which he ha 
grappled — Right: it is Scipio — let us hear hin 
„ Signior, (faid he) allow me to introduce this f 
mous operator to you. He wants a patent to {ell 
his medicines, excluſive of all others, during the 
fpace of ten years, in all the cities under the 46 
minion of Spain; that is, all perſons of his proſel 
ſion {hall be prohibited from ſettling in the place or 
places where he reſides; and he will pay, as at 
acknowledgment, two hundred piſtoles to any perſol 
Who will procure for him the faid privilege.” I fad 
to the Mountebank, aſſuming the patron, * Well 
friend, your buſineſs ſhall be done.“ Sure enobyh 
in a very few days, I diſpatched him with patenth 
which entitled him to cheat the people'exclufively 
through all the kingdoms of Spain. 1 
Thougb my wealth increaſed, I had obtained d 
His excelleney the four favours I had aſked} ſo eiſ 
Iy, that T never heſitated in requeſting à fifth; When 
Which was the government of the city of Vers, on f 
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GIL BLAS. 10g 
onfines of Grenada, for a knight of Calatrava“, who 
zromiſcd me a thoufand- piſtoles for the place. Ihe 
inifter laughed to ſee me ſo hot on the game: 
een Egad Gil Blas (ſaid he to me) you go on at à rate 
le: you moſt be ſurioufly incſined to oblige your 
e eighbour. Hark'ye, I ſhall not ſtand upon irifles 
ben ich you: but when you demand governments, and 
or orber conſiderable favours, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, 
don e contented with one half of the profit, and be ac- 
a4 {countable for the other to me. You: can't imagine 
of (added he) what expence I am —_— to be at, or 
pio many reſources l muſt have to ſupport the dig- 
ity of my poſt; for, notwithſtanding the difinte= 
Bra reſted appearance I aſſume, I confeſs,” Lam not im- 
ot prudent enough to diſorder my domeſtic affairs. 
cba Take your meaſures accordingly.” 
ken My maſter, by this diſcourſe; baniſhing all fear 
has ok being 1mportunate, or rather encouraging me to 
ning return frequently to the charge, I became more 
M grcedy of riches than ever, and would have willing- 
88; advertiſed, that all thoſe who wanted favours at 
the W<0u7t, ſhould apply to me. I went upon one courſe, 
46. WW >< p10 upon another, in queſt of people whom we 
of WY might ſerve for money. My knight of Calatrava had 
e his government of Vera, for. his- thouſand piſtoles; 
and 1 ſoon obtained another at the ſame price, for a 


e Calatrava, a military order of knighthood in 
vel Spain, inſtituted in the year 21 58; during the reigu of 
wel cho the Third, king of Caſtile, This ſociety has 
ents formerly ſignalized its zeal and courage, in many 
rely, WY battles againſt the infidels, and is till poſſeſſed of 56 

commandaries, and ſixteen priories-. The habit of 
4 che order is a large white mantle, with à red croſs 
ei on the left fide, powdered with flewers de luce. 
ieh The knights make a vow of poverty, obedience, and 
rte conjugal fidelity: and take an oath to maintain the 
od WY mmaculate conception of the bleſſed virgin. 


1 © + knight 
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knight of St. Iago*, I was not contented W pid 
making governors only, I conferred orders of knigu we 
hood, and converted fome good plebians into Ae 
gentlemen, by virtue of excellent letters patent; Por 
was alſo willing that the clergy ſhould feel- my V telv. 
nevolence: I beſtowed ſmall benefices, canonſhin of c 
and ſome ecclefiaſtical'dignities. As for the biſhop vigb 
Tics and archbiſhoprics, they were all in the gik oc?! 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona, who likewiſe appoinei such 
magiſtrates, commanders and vicerovs. A pu on 
Prout that the great placcs were no better filled tha A 
the ſmall ones; the people we choſe to occupy tht" 
poſts, of which we made ſuch an honourable tab or 
fic, were not always the beſt qualified, or moſt il 
gular. We knew very well, that the writs of Me com 
drid made themſelves merry at our expence; h Nor 
we reſembled thoſe miſers, who conſole themſehal and 
for the public ſcorn, with a ſight of their gold. beg. 
Iſocrates had feaſon to call temperance and folie 
the inſeparable companions of wealth, When 1 found P'2' 
. myſelf maſter of thirty thouſand ducats, and in am 
condition to get, perhaps, ten times as much, | al w; 
thought I muſt then make a figure worthy the prime Ide 
miniſter's confident. I hired. a whole houſe, hide 
J furniſhed in a handſome manner; bought tne" << 
coach of a notary, who had ſet it up through often lor 
tation, and now wanted to get rid of it, by the alvica_y' " 
of his baker. I engaged a coachman; and as it i iper 
but juſt to advance old ſervants, raiſed Scipio to the on 
triple honour of my valet de chambre, ſecretary au 
iteward. - But what put the finiſhing ſtroke to my 


St. Iago, or St. James's. This is the higheſt o- 
der of knighthood in Spain, inſtituted in the twelkt 
century. They take an oath to defend the pilgrims 
that viſit the tomb of St James's, at Compeſtell 
teu the intults of the Moors. They bear tor arm 
a ſword gules, the handle in form of a eroſe, pow nee" 
dered with flowers de luce; and their motto is a 
guine Arabum. | 1 
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pride, wos the miniſter's allowing my people to 
wear his hvery. This baniſhed+all the judgment that 
remained; and I became as mad as the diſciples of 
Portius Latto, who, when they had made ther» 
felves as pale as their maiter, by drinking decoctions 
of cumin, imagined themſelves as learned; and well 
nigh believed myſelf the duke of Lerma's relation. 1 
really took it into my head, that 1 ſhould paſs ſot 
ſuch, or perhaps, for one of his baſtards :. a reflee« 
tion that gave me infinite pleaſure. | 
Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, 
who kept open table, I reſolved to entertain allo. 
For this purpoſe, Lordered Scipio to look out for a 
kilful cook; and he found one, who was, perhaps, 
comparable to that of Nomentanus“, of dainty me- 
bu mory. I furniſhed my cellar with delicious wines, 
eka 22d after having laid in all other kinds of provifion, 
bezan to recive company. Every evening, fore of 
ſoly the principal clerks of the miniſter's office, who 
ound proudly aſſume the quality of fecretaries of ftarez. 
in came to ſup with me. I gave them good chear, aud 
-h, always fent them home well watered. Setpio, un his 
ime i de, . it was like maſter, like man) kept table. 
bich elo, in the buttery, where he regaled his acquaint- 
t the ence at my expence. But, excluſive of my regard 
ien lor that young fellow, I thought, as he contributed 
{rico my getting money, he had a right to aſſiſt me itt. 
it pending of it. Beſides, I looked upon this profu- 
o the on like a young man, and did not perceive the 
y aud conſequence. I had another reaſon alſo, Gr overluoks . 
ng it. Benefices and employments never ceaſed : 
bringing grit to the mill; and ſeeing my finances 
ſt daily increaſe, I thought I had; for once, drove + 
vel Pail into the wheel of fortune. 
grim a : 
Rell, Lucius Caſſius Nomentanus, a famous epicure, 
am bat lived in the Auguſtan age, and ate up a vaſt for- 
pow une. He is upon honourable record in many places 
; Cao! Horace, for. his nice taſte in ſenſuality, y. 
| E 5. There 
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There was nothing now wanting to gratify my vr. 
nity, but to make Fabricius an cye-witneſs of 
pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned from 
Andalouſia ; and, that I might have the pleaſure of 
ſurprizing him, ſent him an anonymous billet, im. 
porting, that a Sicilian nobleman of his acquaintance 
expected him to ſupper, at ſuch a day, hour and 

lace. Nunnez came at the time appointed, and wa 
amazed to find that I was the foreign nobleman, who 
had invited him to ſupper. * Yes, friend, (ſaid I 19 
him) this is my houſe; I have a handſome equipage, 
a good table, and a ſtrong box beſides,” 1s it pol. 
ible (cried he with great vivacity) that I find thee 
again in ſuch opulence! how happy. am I in having 
recommended thee to Count Galiano ! I told thee 
that he was a generous nobleman, who would ſoon 
make thee eaſy for life. Thou haſt, doubtleſs, (added 
ke) followed the wiſe advice I gave thee, and given 
the butler a little more rein. I congratulate thee upon 
thy conduct; for it is by ſuch prudent meaſures only, 
that the ſtewards in great families become ſo rich.“ 

1 let Fabricius applaud himſelt as much as he plea 
ed, for having introduced me to the ſervice of Count 
Galiano : after which, in order to moderate the joj 
which he felt for having procured me ſuch a good 
poſt, I related the marks of gratitude with which that 
nobleman had repaid my ſervice : but perceiving that 
my poet, while I made the detail, ſung his recanks 
tion within himſelt; 1 ſaid to him, „ 1 forgive the 
Sicilian—between you.and me, I have more cauſe i 
xeJoice than be ſorry, at his behaviour towards me, 
It the count had not uſed me ill, 1 ſhould have lob 
Jowed him to Sicily, where I ſhould now be a ſerv 
ant, in ex pectation of an uncertain cſtabliſhment. I 
a word, I ſhould not be confident to the duke of Le- 
ma.” Nunnez was ſo ſtruck with theſe. laſt words 
that. he continued ſome minutes incapable of uttering 
one ſyllable. Then breaking ſilence all of a-ſudde 
% Did I underſtand yen aright ? (ſaid he) Wb 
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have you the confidence of the prime-miniſter ?'2 - 
ſhare it (I replied) with Don Rodrigo de Calderona, 
and, in all appearance, I ſhall make great progreſs. 
« Truly, Sigmor de Santillane (faid he) I look upon 
vou with admiration ! you are capable of filling all 
ſorts of employments. What talents you are maſter 
of! you have (to uſe the expreſſion of our tennis 
court) the univerſal tool: that is to ſay, you are qua- 
led for every thing. Finally, Signior, (added he) 
I am overjoyed at your worſhip's proſperity.” OH 

[faid I, interrupting him) Mr. Nunnez, 
truce with Signior and Your worfhip : let us bauiſh 
thoſe terms, and live familiarly together.” Thou 
art in the right, (he 1. I ought not to look upon 
thee otherwiſe than uſual, although thou art become 
nch. I will confeſs my weakneſs; I was dazzled 
when I underſtood thy happy fate. But that preju- 
dice is over, and I now behold thee again as my old 
friend Gil Blas.” N 

Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival of 
four or five clerks. Gentlemen, (ſaid I to them, 
preſenting Nunnez) you ſhall ſup with Signior Dom 
Fabricio, who compoſes verſes worthy of king Nu- 
ma “, and writes in proſe, like a prodigy.” Unluckily, 
I ſpoke to people who regarded poetry ſo little, that 
our author ſuffered on account of his profeſſion, 
Scarce would they deign to favour him with a look. 
It was to no purpoſe that he ſaid witty things, in or- 
der to attract their attention: they did not perceive 
the beauty of his ſallies: and he was ſo much piqued 
at their want of taſte, that he made uſe of his poetical 
licence, and cunningly withdrawing from the compa- 
ny, diſappeared. ' Our clerks did not perceive his re- 
treat, and ſat down to table, without ſe much as 
aſking what was become of him. | 

Juſt as I had done dreſſing, next morning, and was 


* The obſcure verſes ſung by the Salian pricſs, in 
their proceſſions, were NJ; ates by Numa. | 
E 6 | | 


going 
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going abroad, the poet of the Aſturias entered m 
chamber, ſaying, © Laſk pardon (my friend) for hay. | 
ing ſo abruptly left thy clerks laſt night; bnt tial ae b 
I was fo much out of my element, among them, that 


I could no longer endure my fituation. A parcel of . 
inſolent fellows with their ſelf-ſufficient ſtarchel pon 


nirs l I can't comprehend how thou, who haſt 20 
acuteneſs of underſtanding, can'{t accommodate thy. Wh: c 
ſelf to ſuch ſhupid gueſts ; this very day, (added he) 1 Man. 
will bring hither fellows of wit and ſpirit.” 41 WM. 
ſhall be obliged to thee (anſwered I) and will entirely Nn; 
depend upon thy taſte in the choice of them.” 4 Thou Wh (11 
art in the right, (ſaid he) I promiſe thee ſuperior ge. Ns 
niuſes, of the moſt entertaining characters. I will Wh: 
go this inſtant, to a coffeehouſe where they meet, and Nene 
eſpeak them before they engage themſelves elſe, Wir: 
where; for happy is the man who can have their com- Nc. 
pany at. dinner or ſupper, ſo much are they admired Wc: 
for their agreeable humour. wie, 
So ſaying he left me, and at ſupper-time returned 
with ſix authors only, whom he introduced to me, X. 
one aſter another, characterizing each as he preſented e 
mim. To hear him, one would have thought tha 
woſe wits ſurpaſſed thoſe of ancient Greece and Italy; nd 
and their works, (as he ſaid) deſerved to be engraven eit 
in letters of gold. I received thoſe gentlemen very Wh "ill: 
politely, and even affected to load them with civility; Won't: 
for the nation of authors is a little vain-glorious. Tho! ech 
I had not laid anv injunctions on Scipio to take care {ibe. 
that our table ſhould be ſumptuoully furniſhed, as he 
knew what ſort of people I was to treat that day, he 
= had reinforced our ſervices: of his own accord. In 
mort, we went to ſupper in high glee; my poets be 
bean to talk of themſelves, and were not ſilent in their 
own praiſe. One with a lofty air, mentioned gran 
dees and ladies of quality who were delighted will 
i 


his muſe; another finding fault with the choice which 
2 learned academy had made of two members, mo- 


\ deſtly obſerved that they ought: to have. choſen — 


4 
| — | 


1 
1 
L 


\ 
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y ediſcourſe 6f-rhe reſt was not a whit leſs arrogant. 
„ Who the idle of ſupper, they worricd me with verſe 
y Who (ole each in bis turn, repeating a {ſpecimen of 


is on Writings; one regaled with a fonvet ; another 
chear ſed a ſeene of a-trageuy ; a third read a criticiſm 


ed pon a comedy: and a fourth, endeavonring in his 
an n to yive us an ode of Anacreon, tranflanted into 


e ched Spemiſh verſe, was intertupted by one of his 
hon, who told him that he had uſed an improper 
em, The anthor of the tranſlation denied his aſſer- 
an; and a diſpute aroſe, in which all the wits eſpouſ- 
dene ſide or aer; the votes were equal, the diſpu- 
ms grew hot, and procecacd to invectives: the de- 
ze still commued; until becoming quite furious, 
hey got up and weut by the cars together. Fabrieio, 
io. my coachman, lacqueys and myſelf, had al 
beient work in parting them; which. when we had 
red Wheo om 1-1 hed, they went away, as if from a public 
wie, without making the leaſt apology for their im- 
ned Wo! | chaviour, 
me, Nuunez, upon whoſe promiſe I had formed an 


- 


ted WI”) ocall le idea of this entertainment, remained very 
that out of countenance at this adventure.“ Well, 
ly; ad. (aid I to bim) will you extol your fellow 


ven W'clts ? Upon my conſcience, you have brought hither 
ey WH viilainous fet. I will henceforth keep to my clerks; 
ity; Won't talk to me of authors.“ „ will bring no more 
ho! ech (an ſwered he) thou hall ſeen the beſt of the whole 
care Wve.” 


s he CHAP. X. . 


, - s Gil Blas are entirely corrupted at court. He 
1 s charged with a commiſſion by the Count de Lemos, and 

he engayes in an intrigue with that nobleman, 

ran- S$ ſoon as I was known to be in favour with the 

with Duke of Lerma, I had a court of my own. 


'7ery morning my anti-chamber was full of people, 
d I gave audience at my levee. Two kinds of com- 
any came thither ; one to buy my intereſt with the 

miniſter 
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miniſter for favours; and the other to move me} 


de 
ſupplications, to obtain for them what they wanne red 
b The firſt were ſure of being heard and aſſiſe nd 
ut with regard to the laſt, I got rid of them immei nich 
ately by evaſive excuſes, or amuſed them ſo long, M e e 
their patience forſook them. Before I belonged ſaid 
court, I was naturally compaſſionate and charuableet; 
but I no longer felt that human weakneſs, and becmeaki 
as hard as flint, Of conſequence, I'cured mielt of gi: 
friendſhips alſo, and ſtript myſelf of all ſocial affech air, 
as will appear by my behaviour to Joſeph Navarro, ich 
an affair I am going to relate. Joſe 
This Navarro, to whom I owed ſo many obi mcd 
tions, and who, in one word, was the ſirſt cauſe ¶ cov 
my tortune, came one day to my houſe 3 and oute 
having expreſſed a great deal of friendſhip for des 
as he always did when we met, deſired me to ene 
of the duke of Lerma, a certain employment for f my 
ot his friends; telling me, that the cavalier in wholly 1 |:; 
behalf he ſohcited, was a very amiable young geafi@hile. 
tleman, of great merit, but that he wanted a poſt (ll ſom 
his ſubſiſtence: © I don't at all doubt, (added JolepiWnd x 
that, kind and obliging as you are, you will be e 
zoyed at an opportunity of ſerving a man of honourWncle, 
diſtreſs; and I am ſure that you will think yourl'|cn 
beholden to me for giving you this occaſion of e 
ing your generoſity,” This was plainly telling ug; 
that he expected it for nothing; and though I did ace: 


much reliſh the propoſal, I appeared very much ap: : 
poſed, to do what he deſired. I am charmed, ¶ on 
ſwered I to Navarro) that I have it in my power OF Fri. 
ſew my lively gratitude for all the favours which Wing 
have received at your hands. Your intereſteng j ho 

ſelf for any one, is a ſufficient inducement for me WF ou 

ſerve him; your friend ſhall have that place younuun, | 
pitched upon for him, depend upon it; the aftal 


now no longer yours but mine,” 
On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away very well 
tisfied. Nevertheleſs, the perſon whom he i 
RS | ; mence 


* 


ended, did not obtain the poſt in queſtion. I pro- 
red it for another man, in conſideration of a thous 
nd ducats, which I put into my ſtrong box, and 
hich I preferred to any acknowledgment I might 
we expected from the clerk of the kitchen, to whom 
aid (with an air of mortiſteation) when next we 
ct; Ahl my dear Navarro, you was too late in 
xeaking to me; I was prevented by Calderona, who 
45 given away that ſame poſt ; and I am quite in de- 


Weder, that 1 have no better news to entertain you 
ich“ 

Joſeph implicitly believed what I ſaid, and we 
blind more friends than ever; but I believe he ſoon 
iſe 


covered the truth, for he never aſter came to my 
ouſe; and I was charmed at his abſence. For be- 
des my being burdened by the ſervices he had 
one me, I thought it did not look well for people 
{ my rank at court, to keep company with butlers. 

I have not mentioned the Count de Lemos, a good 
hile. Let us now return to that nobleman, whom 
ſometimes viſited, I had carried to him the thou- 
nd piſtoles, as I formerly obſerved, and afterwards 
we him a thouland more, by order of the duke his 
nele, out of the money I had belonging to his ex- 
eilency. The Count de Lemos had a long converſa- 


enen with me that day: he told me that he had at 
ng oi gained his end, and intirely. poſſeſſed the good 
did faces of the prince of Spain, whole ſole confident he 
ach 


as: he then gave me charge of a very honourable 
ommiſſim which he had already prepared for me. 
Friend Santillane, (ſaid he) now is the time to be 
ich going; ſpare nothing io diſcover ſome young beauty, 
ng Ja no ſhall be worthy to amuſe that gallant prince. 
ou don't want wit, and I need ſay no more; go, 
un, ſearch, and when you have mad a lack: Al. 
overy, come and impart it to me.” I — to 
eglett nothing, in acquitting myſelf handſomely of 
I employment, which muſt not be very difficult 


N 


ou 


aftait 


well! 
recol 
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to exerciſe, ſince fo many people live by the ſamy 
profeſſion. 


I had not been much uſed to theſe kinds of inquiry 


but not doubtiug that Scipio was an adept in the art, 
I called for him when l came hore, and ſaid to him 
m private. Child, Jam going to intruſt thee witha 
great ſecret. N;zit thou know, that in the midſt o 
tortune's favours | Hud I want ſomething?” — I can 
caſily cuc's what that is, (ſaid he, interrupting me be- 
bore 3} contd proceed) you want an agreeable nymph 
to unbend and exhileraie your ſpirits; and truly un 
att»1ihng, that you ſhould be without one in the 
Fine ot your age, when grove grey-bards cannot 
ctpenſe witit tuch recreation.” — © I admire thy pe- 
netration; anfwered I with a {mile} yes, a miſtreſs. I 
want, ani defire to have one of thy recommending, 
Bat I muſt warn thee before-hand, that Lam very de- 
licate in thele matters. I expect a lady of beauty 
and good morals.” + What you require (replied 
Scipio) is not eaſily found; but, however, we le 
thank God, in a city that affords fome of all ſorts, and 
I hope I ihali ſoon be able to fit you to a hair,” 
Sure enough, in three days he faid, ** I have diſco- 
vered a treaſure; a young lady, whoſe name is Cata- 
lina, of a gaod family, and raviſhing beauty; ſhe liver 
under the tuition of her aunt in a little houſe, Where 
they ſubliſt in an honourable manner, on their fortune, 
which is but ſmall; they are ſerved by a chamber 
maid of my acquaintance, who has aſſured me, that 
though their door is ſhut to every body at preſent, it 
would be opened to a rich and liberal gallant, pro- 
vided he were willing to avoid ſcandal, by going ig 
at night, without any ſhew, Whercupon 1 deſcribed 
you as a cavalier, who deſerved to find the door un- 
latched ; and defired the maid to propoſe you to the 
ladies. She has-promiſed to do ſo, and inform me 
their anſwer to morrow morning, at a certain place.” 
% That's well (I replied) but I am. afraid the oham- 


ber-maid impoſes upon thee,” No, no, (ſaid he)! 
am: 
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im not ſo eaſily perſuaded ; I have already interro- 
gated the neighbours, and conclude from What they 
lay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on whom you 
may deſcend, like another Jupiter, in a ſhower of 
gold.” Prejudiced as I was againſt intrigues of this 
kind, I engaged in it for once; and as the chambers 
maid came next day, and told Scipio, that if I pleaſe 
ed, I might be introduced that very evening to her 
miſtreſs, I ſtole thither between eleven and twelve. 
The maid recetving me in the dark, took me by the 
hand, and led me into a pretty handſome hall, where 
| tound the ladies richly dreſſed, and ſeated on ſauin 
couches. As ſoon as they perceived me they got up, 
aid ſaluted meiaſuch a noble manner, that I took them 
lor perſons of quality. The aunt (whoſe name wes 
Signiora Mencia) though ſtill agrecable, did not attract 
my attention, which was entirely engroſſed by the 
mece, who ſeemed a goddeſs. To examiue her mi- 
nutely, however, ſhe could not be called a perfect 
beauty; but (he had ſuch graces, together with a 
tempting luſcious air, as hindered the eye to perceive 
her defects. 

Accordingly, I was diſturbed at fight of her. 1 
forgot that I came thither to perform the office of 
procurer ; ſpoke in my own favour, and ex pie ſſed 
myſelf like a man inſpired by the moſt violent pal 
hon. The young lady, in whom | found three times 
more wit than ſhe really had, (ſo courteous did the 
ſeem) quite enchanted me by her anſwers; and I be- 
gan to loſe the government of myſe}t, when her aunt, 
in order to moderate my tranſports, addreſſed me in 
this manner; © Sigmior de Sentillane, I muſt be free 
with you, On account of the character which I heard 
of your worſhip, I have permitted you to viſit me, 
without enchancing the price of the favour, by ſtand- 
ing on ceremony; but do not imagine yourſelf the 
neafer your point for that reaſon, 1 have hitherto 
brought up my niece in retirement, and you are, as 1 
may ſay, the firſt cavalier to whoſe eyes ſhe has been 

| expoſed. 
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expoſed. If you deem her worthy to be your wife, dat 
ſhall be overjoyed at her good fortune. Conſider 
therefore, if the will ſuit you at that price: for you / 
cannot have her at a cheaper rate.” | 

This well aimed ſhot frighted away cupid, Who 
wes juſt going to let fly an arrow at me. To ſpeak 
without a metaphor, a marriage ſo blumly propoſed, obi. 
made me recollett myſelf. I became again all ofa 
ſudden the faithful agent af the count de Lemos, and the 
changing my tone, replied to S1gniora Mencia, „NM. 
dam, I am pleaſed with your frankneſs, which 1 in. 
tend to imitate. Whatever figure I make at court, IN chat 
am not worthy of the mcomparable Catalina, but 
have in view for her a much more ſplendid fate; in Wc: 
ſhort, I deſign her for the prince of Spain.” Tu tbat 
refuſal of my nicce, (replied the aunt coldly) was dil pur 
obliging enough; there was ne occaſion to accom- 
pany it with a piece of raillery.” «I do not rally Mer 
indeed, madam, (cried I) nothing is more ſerious : I A 
have orders to find out a lady who deſerves to be ho-Whne ; 
noured with the private viſits of the prince of Spain; MWrity 
I find ſuch a one in your houſe, and maik it for the ture. 
ſcene accordingly.” TT“ and 

Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at theſe words cc 
which I perceived did not much diſpleaſe her: never won 
theleſs, believing that ſhe ought to affect reſerve, lhe Went 
an wered in this manner; If I was diſpoſed to credit, 
literally what you ſay, you muſt know that I am need ; 
of ſuch a character, as to rejoice in the infamous he. 
nour of ſeeing my niece miſtreſs to a prince. My 
virtue diſapproves—** What a ſaint you are with you 
virtue! (ſaid J, interrupting her) you talk like on 
bred among hilly citizens. Sure you joke, in pretend 
ing to.cofihder things in a moral point of view ? tu 
would be {tripping them of all their beauty they mus 
de ſurveyed with- a carnal eye. Behold the heir if 
parent of Spain at the feet of the happy Catalina, & 
doring and loading her with preſents; and remembe 


LCMV 


that from her 
render his mother's name immortal as his oon.“ 


the ſiege, beat the Chamade, and we agreed upon a 


_ 
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rhaps will ſpring a hero, Who will 
Although the aunt would” have gladly embraced 


my propoſal, ſhe feigned herſetfarteſolute about the 
matter; and Catalina, who wiſhed the prince already 
in her chains, affected great indifference} 

obliged to inveſt the place a-new, until at length, Si 


ſo that 1 was 


moria Mencia ſeeing me repulſed, aud ready to rai 


capitulation, which contained the two following arti- 
cies —Imprimis, If the prince of Spain, on the report 
that I ſhall make of Catalina's charms, {hall be in- 
flamed, and determine to honour her with a nocturnal 
viſt, 1 ſhall take care to apprize the ladies of the mght 
that ſhall be choſen for that purpoſe. — Item, The 
prince ſhall not viſu theſaid ladies but as an ordina 
gallant, with no other attendants than me and his 
Mercury in chief. ES: 

After this convention, the aunt and niece ſhewed 
me al] manner of friendſhip, and aſſumed a familia» 
rity of behaviour, -in conſequenee of which, I ven- 
tured ſome hugs, which were not very ill received; 
nd when we parted, they embraced me of their own 
accord, and loaded me with careſſes. It is really 
wonderful to ſee with what facility an intimacy is 
contratted between the courtierg of gallantry, and the 
„omen who want their ſervice. Had people oblery- 
ed me leave this houſe, with ſuch marks of favour, 
hey might have ſaid with ſome appearance of juſtice, 
hat I was much happier than I actually found myſelf. 

The count de Lemos was overjoyed, when I let him 
Know that I had made ſuch a diſcovery as he'defired, 
i ſpoke of Catalina in ſuch a manner” as made him 
ong to ſee her. I carried bim to her lodgings next 

ight, and he owned that I had been very ſucceſsful. 

e told the ladies, he did not at all doubt that the 


Wprince would be perfectiy well ſatisfied with the mic 


reſs which I had choſen for him, and that ſhe, on 


er part, would have cauſe to be contented with ſuch 


a lover; 
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a lover: that the young prince was full of generoſity 
and ſweetneſs of temper: in ſhort, he-»ſſured them, 
that he would bring him to their houſe in a few days, W7;, 
as they deſired he ſhould come, that is, without noile 
or attendance, This nobleman afterwards took hy 
leave of them, and I withdrew in his company. We ; 
ot back to his equipage, in which we had come thi 
ther, and which waitcd for us at the end of coul 
ſtreet ; he ſet me down at my own houſe, charging rin 
to inform his uncle next day of: this new-ſtasted ad, {ipatic 
venture, and to deſire he would ſend hin a thouſandſo 111 
piſtoles to cuſure ii ſucceſs. lt is 
I did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an e] eco. 
account of what had paſſed; concealing only one cine 
cumliance, I did not ſpeak a ſyllable of Scipio, but 
| took to myſelf the honour of the diſcovery, accord 
ing to the practice of thoſe who live among the 
great. a 
Ey theſe means Lacquired a great many compf- 
ments. Mr, Gil Blas (said the miniſter to ug 
With an aur of ra lley) Iam aviſtied to find that will 
your other jalenis, you likewiſe poſſeſs that of di 
covering obliging beauties ; when I have occaſion lot 
one of that claſs, you will give me leave to apphy u 
you,” My lord (I rephed in the fame tone) | 
thank your grace for intending me the preference 
but give me leave to ſay, that I ſhould be {crupuiow 
in ſerving your excellency in that manner. Signief 
Rodrygo has been ſo long in poſſeſſion of that ems 
* that it would be unjuſt in me to depnivy 
im of it.” The duke ſmiled at my anſwer, the 
changing the diſcourſe, aſked if his nephew did no 
want money for this adventure. Pardon me (fad 
I) he begs you will ſend him a thouſand piſtoles 
Very well (replied the miniſter) carry them to him 
bid him ſpare nothing, but approve of whatever 


Pence the prince mall propoſe, 


CHAT 
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CHAP. XI, 
Tze private viſit and preſents which the prince of Spain 
" p ju made to Catalina, , | 3 | 
1 


toles to the count de Lemos, who told me, © You 

could not come in better ſeaſon. I have ſpoke to the 
prince: he has bit at the hook, and burns with im- 
patience to ſee Catalina, This very night he intends 
o flip privately out of the palace, in order to vil her, 
It is a thing determined, and our meaſur:s a:c taken 


. [ WENT that inſtant with five hundred double piſ- 


ex:&Wccordingly, Inform the ladies of his retolunon, and 
> cipMeive them chat money which you have brought; for 
bu is right to let them ſee that he is no ordinaty lover 


-ord hom they are to receive; beſides, the bounty of 
- theW&rinces ought to precede their intrigues. As you will 
ccompany him, together with me (added he) be ſure 
npl-Wt being at his couchee this evening. Your coach 
mee (for I think it is proper we ſhould uſe it) mult 
with {Wait for us near the palace about midnight” 
F dib immediately repaired to the houſe, but did not 
m lo ee Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed ; fo that 
ly to could only ſpeak with Signiora Mencia, to whom I 
ne) I'd, © Madam, pray excule me for appearing in your 
joule by day; but it is not in my power to do other» 
iſe, lor 1 muſt give you notice, that the prince of 
gniof pain will be here this night; and here (added I, put- 
t em ng the bag of money in her hand) is an offering 
hich he ſends to the temple of Cytherea, to render 


privy 

* e divinities of the place propitious. You ſee I have 

d notWot engaged you in a bad affair.“ I am very much 
(fadWblized to you (ſhe replied) but tell me, Signior de 


antillane, does the prince love inulic ?'' „ He loves 
(anſwered I) to diſtraction; nothing can entertain 
t n ſo much as a fine voice, accompanied by a lute 
elicately touch'd.” S0 much the better (cried ſhe, 
a tranſport of joy) you give me infinite pleaſure in 
W'ling me this, — my niece has the pipe of a night- 
Agile, and plays upon the lute to admiration ; the 


likewiſe 
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likewiſe dances perfectly well,“ © Heavens ! (criedheſ; 
I, in my turn) what perfections, my good aunt ! er 
many arc mot neeeſſary to make a gul's fortunc ; od 
of theſe talents is ſufficient for the purpoſe.” | 
Having thus paved the way, I waited for the houWhior 
of the prince's couchee ; then giving orders to my 
coachman, I rejoined the count de Lemos, who tolf 
me that the prince, to get rid of his company the ſoow 
er, would feign a ſlight indifpeſttion, and even gotg 
bed, the better to perſuade them of his being fick; 
but that he would rife again in an hour, and by 
back-door, gain a private ſtair that led into the court 
OG 
When he had informed me-of what they had con 
.certed together, he poſted me in a place throug 
which he aſſured me they fthould paſs; and there 
danced attendance ſo long, that I began to think a 
gallant had takea another road, or Joſt his defired 
ſceing Catalina, as if princes uſually dropt thele ſat 
of whims before they have ſatisfied them. In ſha 
L imagined they had forgot me altogether, whent 
men accoſted me, whom having diſcerned to be thoſe 
expected, I conducted them to my coach, in whi 
they ſeated themſelves, while I got upon the cod 
box to direct the driver, whom I ordered to id 
about fifty yards from the houſe. I then handed ti 
prince and his companion out of the coach, and 
walked towards the place for which we were bout 
The gate opened at our approach, and ſhut again 
ſoon as we got in. t 
At firſt we found ourſelves in the ſame darknely 
which I had been introduced; though by way of d 
tinction there was a ſmall lamp fixed to the wall, ll 
light of which was ſo dim that we could only pete 
it, without being lighted by its rays. All this ſer 
only to make the adventure more agreeableto our! 
ro, who was ſenſibly truck at the ſight of the lad 
who received him into a hall, where the luſtre 0! 
great number of candles made amends for the du 
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ed ess that reigned in the couft. The aunt and niece 
ere in a gay diſhabille, fo m_ diſpoſed that no 

body could look upon them with impunity, Qur 
prince would have been very well fatished with Sig- 
jora Mencia, if there had been no other for him to 
huſe ; but the charms of young Catalina, as they de» 
rved, had the preference, ** Well, my prince (ſaid 
he the count de Lemos) was it poſſible for us to pro- 

ure your highneſs the pleaſure of ſeeing two ladies 
nore handſome than theſe 2?” „ I am raviſhed with 

hem both (replied the prince) and I ſhall never car- 
voff my heart; for the aunt could not miſs of it, if 
t was poſſible for the niece to fail.” - 

Alter this compliment fo agreeable to an aunt, he 
ad a thouſand fond things to Catalina, who anſwer- 
d with great wit and ſpirit. As thoſe honourable 
dcople who perform the part that I acted on this 'ocs 
ahon, are permitted to join in the converſation of lo- 
eis, provided it be with an intention of adding fue? 
o the fire; I told the gallant, that his nymph ſung 
nd played upon the Inte to admiration. He was 
rerjoyed to hear that ſhe was miſtreſs. of theſe ta- 
nts, and intreated her to entertain him with a-ſpects 
hen, She complied with a good grace, took up # 
te ready tuned, played ſome tender airs, and ſung 
| ſuch an affetting manner, that the prince dropt 
lown at her feet, in a tranſport of love and pleaſure. 

ut let us finiſh this picture, and only obſerve, that 
luring this ſweet intoxication, in which the heir of 
e Spaniſh monarchy was plunged, the hours ſtole 
wy like minutes, and we were obliged to tear him 
om that dangerous houſe, becauſe of the day's 
pproach, We, the gentlemen undertakers car- 
ed him back ta.his apartment with great diſpatch, 
aid then went to our different homes, as well ſatisfied 
» our having fitted him with a ſhe-adventurer, as if we 
ie lad: tranſacted his marriage with a princeſs. | 
ſtre 0 Next morning I recounted this adventure to the - 

he duke of Lerma, who deſired to be informed of every 
parti. 
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particular; and juſt as I had finiſhed my narration 
the count de Lemos came in, and ſaid, ** The prince 
of Spain { ſo much engroſſed by Catalina, and ha 
conceived ſuch a paſſion tor her, that he propoſes to 
viſit her often, and attach himſeiſ to her alone. He 
wanted to ſend to her this day jewels to the amoun 
of two thouſand piſtoles, but not having a penny in 
his purſe, he applied to me. My dear Lem 
(ſaid he) you mult find me that ſum immediately. 
know very well that I incommode, nay exhauſt you 
but my heart retains the obligation; and if ever I find 
myſelf in a condition to exert my gratitude, otherwil 
than in thought for all your friendſFip, you ſhall no 
repent of having laid me under an obligation, © M 
prince (ſaid I, leaving him that inſtant) I have friend 
and credit, and will employ them both to accommo 
date you with what you want.” 

« It is not difficult to ſatisfy his demand (ſaid the 
duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the money 
or if you pleaſe, he will purchaſe the jewels, for he 
is a perfect connoiſſeur in ſtones, ren 1 ubies, | 
not this true, Gil Blas?“ (added he, looking at me 
with a ſatirical ſmile.) © Your grace is very ſever 
(I replied) I ſce that you want to make Monſieur the 
Count merry at my expence. This happened accord 
ingly. The nephew aiked what myſtery there v. 
in his words. Nothing, (an{wexed the duke laugi 
ing) only Santillane one day thought proper to ex 
change a diamond for a ruby, andafterwards found 
that he had gained neither honour nor profit by | 
bargain, | | 
1 1 \L 5 
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